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1ËTTÈRS 



TO AND F ROM 

DR. SWIFT. 



iROMJUDGE NUTLEY** 
sîr, bubl'itty tïov. 21, 1713. 

I CANNOT help telling you that I thmk you âo 
me.great wrong in charging me with beirig too civil, 
and with want of plainness in my Ietters to you. If 
you will be abundant in your favours to me, now can 
I forbear thanking you ? and if you will call that by 
a wrong name, that is your fault, and not mine. 
I hope.I shall be able to convinceyou of your mis- 
také, by putting you in the place of the party ob- 
Hged; and then I will show vou, that I can be as 
ready as you*are in doing ^ood offices for a friend, 
and when I have done therh, can treat you as you 
do me, as if you were the benefactor, and[ I had 
received }he fàvoùr : I am sorry\ I dîd not kcep a copy 
of my letter to you, that I might compare it with 
that which I shall have from you, whehever I shall 

* Mr Richard Nutley went tô Ireland ascounsel to the 
commissiohers of the forfeited estâtes in that kingdom ; and 
acquired sucl> practiceas enabled him to allow Mr. William 
Nutley, a tfissipatèd ekier brother in England, jool. a year 
out of his profits, in lieu of an estate of 140I. a yêar which he 
was feafful would be alienated from the family. William 
was theauthor of a lit t le poem, called " Dr. ftadcliife r s Ad- 
vice to Lady Dursley;" and.whcn hfo circumstances were 
much in the décline, received a most noble benefaction from 
that bçnevttlenf physiciao. F. 

* yoi> xvk B 
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2- LEXTERS TO AND FROM DR, SWIFT. 

be so happy ,as to receive ont from you upon that 



then as much outdo me in civilhy of expression, as 
you do now in the power of conferring fa vours. 

By this time, I hope, I have satisfied you, that it 
is fit for me (and I am resolved) to express the sensé 
I have of your friendship in as high a manneras I can, 
until I have an opportunity of making a better re- 
turn: but to show you, that it is as uneasy to me to 
write civil things, as it can be to you to read them, 
I will, as often as I can, do you services, that I may 
not be at the trouble or bear the reproach of being 
♦complaisant, 

I am so much a philosopher as to know that to be 
great, is to be, but not to be thought, misérable; 
and I am of the opinion of those among them, who 
allow retaliation ; and thereforc since you have decla- 
ted your intention of loading me with cares, I will, 
as far as I can, make you sensible of the hurt you do 
me, by laying a like burden upon you. 

I thank you most sincerely for the clear and full 
information you have given me of your grand church 
affair. It entirely agrées with my jjjdgment ; for I 
do think that what you propose will be the best ser- 
vice that has been done to this chivch and kingdom 
since the restoration, and the doing it soon will be 
of great advantage to the queen's affairs at this junç- 
ture. For, it has been given out among the party, 
that the ministry have an eye toward the whigs, and 
that if they now exert themselves, they will soon 
have an open déclaration in their favour : we have a 
remarkable proof of this ; for Mr. Broderick has en- 
gaged a considérable number of the parliament men 
(many of them not of his party) to promise him their 
votes for speaker, t by teliing them he has the appro- 
bation of the ministry and lord lieutenant ; and since 
bis grâce has made known her majesty's pleasure, a 




fjersuaded, you will 
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LETTERS TO AND FR0M DR. SWÎFT. 3 

new word is given out, that the liberties of the peo- 
ple are in the last danger, and that the crown is at- 
tempting the nomination of a speaker. I own I am 
no politician; but I think I understand the posture 
of affairs hçre, and I am assured that the churcn part y 
is so strong, that if any thing be done on your side to 
excite their zeal, and discourage their adversaries, 
there will be but a short struggle here. But if the 
whigs are permitted to hope, or what is as bad, to 
boast of their expectations, and nothing is done, to 
enable others to confute them, they will, it is proba- 
ble, be able to give trouble to the government ; and 
what is now easy to be effected, will become difficult 
by delay ; and I fear, thé want of doing this in time 
will occasion some uneasiness to the duke of Shrews- 
bury ; for to this is owing the doubtful dispute, who 
shall be speaker* 

I have showed your letter to the gentleman chiefly 
concerned in it : this I did, because I knew it would 
produce a full expression of his sentiments ; and I 
can assure y ou, whatever occasion may have been 
given you to think what you say in your letter, he 
has a true sensé of your friendship to him. I will be 
guarantee, that according to the power he has he will 
be ready to serve you, and that in kind. 

My lord chancellor will send you his Own thanks» 
I am, most truly and sincerely, 

Yours, &c« 



FROM MR. POPE. 
sir, BinfiHd, Dec. 8, 171?. 

Not to trouble you at présent with a récital of ail 
my obligations to you, I shall only mention two 
thing», which I take particularly kind of you : your 
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4r LETTERS TO AND FROM DR. SWIFT. 

désire that I should write to you, and your proposai 
of giving me twenty guineas to change my rellgiton ; 
which last you must give me leavç to make the sub- 
ject of this le t ter. 

Sure no clergyman ever ofèred so much out of his 
own pujae for the sake of any religion. It is almost 
as îSaoy pièces of gold, . as an Apostle could get of 
silver, from the priests of old, on a much more va- 
luable considération. I believe it will be better worth 
my while to propose a change of my faithby subscrip- 
tion, than a translation of Homer. And, to convince 
you how well disposed I am to the reformation, I 
shall be content, if you can prevail with my lord 
treasurer and the ministry to rise to the same sura 
each of them, on this pious account, as my lord Ha- 
lifax has done on the profane one. I am afraid there 
is nb being at once a poet and a good Christian ; and 
I am very much straightened between the two, while 
the whigs seem willing to contribute as much to con- 
tinue me. the one, as you would to make me the other. 
But, if you can move every man in the governmem, 
who has ahove ten thousand pounds a yèar, to sub- 
scribe as much as yourself. I shall become a converr, 
as most men do, when theTjord turns it to my inte- 
rest. I know they have the truth of religion so much 
at heart, that they would certainly give mole to have • 
one good subject translated from popery to the- church 
of England, than twenty Heathenish authors out of 
any unknown tongue into ours. I therefore commis, 
sion you, Mr. Dean, with full authority to transact 
this afFair in my name, and to propose as follows,. 
First, that as to the head gf our church, the pope, I 
roay engage to renounce his power, whensoever I shall 
# recétve any particùlar indulgences from the head qf 
y pur church, the queen. 

As to communion in one kind, I shall also promise 
tp change it for communion in bQtJij as sopn as the 
ministry will allow me f . . 
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LETTERS TO AXD FROM DIU SWIFT. 5 



for invocations to saints, mine shall be turned to 
dedications to sinners, when I shall find the great 
ones of this world as willing to do me any good, as 
I believe those of the other are. 

You see I shall norbe obstinate in the main points; 
but there is one article I must réserve, and which 
you'seemed not un willing to allow me, prayer for the 
dead. There are people to whose soûls I wish as well 
as to my own ; and I must crave leave, humbly to 
lay before«hem* that, though the subscriptions above- 
mentioned will suflice for myself, there are necessary 
perquisites and additions, which I must demand on 
the score of this charitable article, It is also to be 
considered. that the greater part of those, whose soûls 
I arn most coocerned for, were unfortunately hereticks, 
schismaticks, poets, painters, or persons of such lives 
and manners, as few or no churches are willing to 
save. The expense will therefore be the greater, to 
make an effectuai provision for the said soûls. 

Old Dryden, though a roman catholick, wasapoetj 
and it is revealed in the visions of some ancierit saints, 
that, no poet was ever saved under some hundreds of 
masses. I cannot set his delivery from purgatory at 
less than fifty pounds sterling. 

Walsh was not only a socinian, but (what you will 
own is harder to be saved) a whig, He cannot mo- 
destly bc rated at less than a hundred. 



twenty pounds ; which I hope no friend of the party 
can deny to give, to keep him from damning in the 
next ttfe, considering they ne ver gave him sixpence 
to keep him from starving in this. 
* AU thb togethcr amounts to one hundred and se. 
venty pounds. 

In the next place, I must désire you to represent, 
tjiat there are several of mjy friends y et livin,g, wfcora 




him but at 
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6 tETTERS TO AXD FROM DR. SWIFT. 

I design, God willing, to outliye, in considération 
of legacies ; out of which it is a doctrine in the reform- 
ed church, that not a farthing shall be allowed, to 
save their soûls who gave them. 

There is one * * * * who will die within thèse few 
months ; wfth ***•♦•* ©ne Mr. Jervas, who 
hath grievously offènded, in making the likeness of 
almost ail things in Heaven above and earth below. 
And one Mr. Gay, an unhappy youth, who writes 
pastorals daring the time of divine service; whose case 
is the more déplorable, as he hath miserably lavished 
away ail that silver he should have reserved for his 
soul's health, in buttons and loops for his coat f 

I cannot prétend to have thèse people honestly sa- 
ved under some' hundred pounds, whether you consi- 
der the difficulty of such a work, or the extrême love 
and tenderness I bear them; which will infallibly 
tnake me push this charity as far as I am able. 

There is but one more whose salvation I insist upon ; 
and then I have done : but indeed it may prove of so 
much greater charge than ail the rest, that I will only 
lay the case before you and the ministry, and leave 
to their prudence and generosity what sum they shall 
think fit tobestow upon it. 

The person I mean is Dr. Swift ; a di^nified clergy- 
jnan, but one, who, by his own confession, has com- 

ried more libels than sermons. If it be true, what 
have heard often affirmed by innocent people, 
" That too much wit- is dangeroas to salvation;'* 
this unfortunate gentleman must certainly be damned 
to ail eternity. But I hope his long expérience in the 
world, and fréquent conversation with great men, will 
cause him (as it has some others) to have less and less 
wit every - day. Be it as it will, I should not think 
my own soul deserved to be saved, if I did not endea- 
vour to save his ; for I have ail the obligations ia 
nature to him. He hasbroughtmeintobetter .com- 
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LETTERS TO AîfD-FROM DR. SWIFT» 7 

pany than I caied for, made me merrier -whcn I was 
sick than I had a mind to be, and put me upon ma- 
king poems on purpose that he mîght alter them, 

I once thought I could never have discharged my 
debt to his kindness ; but have lately been infbrmed, 
to my unspeakable comfort, that I have more than. 
paid it ail. For monsieur de Montaigne has assured 
me, " That, the person who receives a benefit obliges 
"the giver:" for, since the chief endeavour of one 
friend is to do good to the other, he who administers 
both the matter and occasion, is the man who is libéral* 
At this rate it is impossible Dr. Swift should be ever 
out of my debt, as matters stand already ; and, for the 
future, he may expect daily more obligations from 
His most faithful, 

affectionate humble servant, 

A. POPE* 

I have finished the Rape of the Lock ; but I beliere 
I may stay here till Christmas, without hindrance 
of business. 



TO BISHOP STERNE. 
mtlord, Lotion) Dec.\% 1713. 

I HAVE two letters from you to acknowledge, one 
of the fifth, and the other of the eleventh instant. I 
am very glad it lies in my way to do any service to 
Mr. Worrall, and that his merits and my inclinations 
agrée so well. I write this post to Dr. Synge, to 
admit him. I am glad your lordshîp thinks of remov- 
ing your palace to the old, or some better place. I 
wish I were near enough to give my approbation ; and 
if you do not çhoo*e tiUsummer, 1 shall, God willing, 
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attend you. Your secônd letter is about Dr. Marsh, • 
who is one I always loved, and have shown it lately, 
hy doing every thing he could désire from a brother. 
I should be glad for some reasons, that he would get a 
recommendation from the lord lieutenant, or at least 
that hebe named. I cannot say more at this distance, 
bot assure him, that ail due care is taken of him. I 
have had an old scheme, as y ouf lordship may remem- 
ber, of dividing the bishopricks or Kîlmore and Ar- 
dagh. * I advised it many months ago, and repeated 
itlately^ and the aueen and ministry, I suppose, are 
fellen intoit. I didlikéwise lay very earnestly before 
pxoper persons the justice^ and indeed necessity, of 
choosing to promote those of the kingdom ; which 
ad vice has been hearkened • to, and I hope will be fol- 
io wed. I would likewise say something in relation to 
a friend of your lordship' s; but I can only venture 
thus much, that it was not tb be done, and you may 
easily guess the reasons. 

I khow not who are namèd among you for the pre- 
ferments; and, my lord, this is a very nice point to 
talk of at the distance J am. I know a person there 
better qualified, perhaps, than any that will succeed. 
But, my lord, aur thoughts here are, that your king- 
dom leans too much one way j and believç me, it can- 
not do.so long* whije the qoeen and administration 
here act upon so very diffèrent a fpot. This 1s more 
than I care to say. I shoujd be thonght a very vile 
man, if I presumed to recommend to a — + my own 
brother, if he were the least disinclined to the présent 
mea sures of her majesty and *ministry here. Who- 
ever is thoughf to do so muft shake off that character, 
or wait for other junctures. This, my lord, I believe 
you* will find to bê true ; and I will for once venture a 

* Thèse sees were then vacant, and were granted the mont h 
following to the lord lieutenant' s chaplain, Dr. Godwyn. H, 
t *' A bishoprick,", without doubt» N. 
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LETTERS TO AND FRCtM DR. SWIFT. 9 

»tep farther, than perhaps discrétion should let mè ; 
that I never saw so great a firmness in the court, as 
there now is, to pursue those measures, upon which 
this rninistry began, whatever some people may pré- 
tend to think to the contrary ; and were certain ob- 
jections made- against some persons we botfi know, ï 
believe I might have been instrumental to the service 
"of some, whcfm I much esteem. Pick what you can 
out of ail this, and believe to be ever, 



FROM LORD PRIMATE LINDSAY, 

sir, Dec» 26, 1713. 

YoURS of December the 8th I have received, and 
have obeyed "your commands ; but ani much trou- 
bled to find that the trâde of doing ill offices is still 
contânued. As for my part, I can entirely clear my- 
self from either writing or saying any thing to any 
one's préjudice upon this occasion*; and if others have 
ivounded me iri the dark* it is no more than they 
have done before ; for Archbishop Tillotson formerljr 
remarked, that if he should hearken to what the IrisH 
clergy said of one another, there was not a man in the 
whole country that ought to be preferred. 

We are now adjourned for a fortnight, and the 
comroons for three weeks. I hear our lord lieutenant 
is not well pleased, that we have adjourned short of 
them : and 1 fancy the cjueen will not be well pleased, 
that the commons havë had so little regard te the dis- 
patch of publick business, as to raake so long an ad- 

There was at this time a gre^t différence between the 
Ijquse oflordsand commons in Ireland, about the lord chan- 
cellor Phipps of that kingdom; the latter addressing tfte 
queen to remove him from his post, and the fermer addressing 
jn his favour. B. 
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joumment as three weeks : and irideed they lowly scem 
to intimâtes that if the lord chancellor* is not removed 
by that time, they will give her majesty no more 
rooney; and indeed some of them do not stick to say 
as much ; and think it a duty incumbent on the 
crown, to turn out that minister (how innocent soever 
he be) whom the commons have^ddressed against. 

I think it is plain to any who know the state of 
affaire hère, that no party hath streneth enough di« 
'rectly to oppose a money bill in tins kingdom, whea 
the government thinks fit to exert itself, as to be sure 
it always will do upon such occasions : and the half- 
pay officers, no doubt, will readily corne in to that 
supply, out of which they are to receive their pay. 
But should ail fail, yet the queen still may make her- 
self easy, by disbanding two or three régiments, and 
striking off some unnecessary pensions. 

Hobbes, in his Behemoth, talks of a heighth in 
time as well as placé ; and if ever there was a heighth 
in time here, it is cfertainly now ; for some men seem 
to carry things higher, according to their poor power, 
than they did in England in 1641. And they now 
thrèaten (and I am pretty well assured, have resolved 
upon it) that if the chancellor is not discarded, they 
will impeach him before the lords in England. But 
if they have no more to say against him, than what 
their address contains, I think they will go upon no 
very wise errand. 

I question not but that you will receive the votes, 
addresses, and représentations of both houses from 
other hands, and therefore I have not troubled you 
with them : but if the parliamenf should continue to 
sit, you may expect a great product of that kind ; 
for the commons have taken upon themselves to be a 
court of judicature, have taken examinations out of 
the judges hands about murder (which is treason here) 

* Sir Constantine Phipps. H. 
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without ever applying to the govemment for them : 
and bcforc trial have voted the sheriffs and officers to 
have done their duty, and acqoitted themselves well, 
when possibly the time may yet come, that some maj 
still be hanged for that fact ; which, in my poor opi- 
nion, is entirely destructive of liberty, and the freedom 
of élections. 

I am your most humble servant, Î2f c • 



TO ARCHBISHOP KING. 
my lord, London, Bec. 31, 1713. 

YoUR grace's letter, which I reccîved but last 
post, is of an earlier date than what have since ar- 
rived. We have received the addrcsses for removing 
the chancellor, and the counter addresses from the 
lords and convocation; and you will know, before 
this reaches you, our sentiments of them hère. I am 
at a loss what to fay in this whole affair. When I 
writ to you before, I droppcd a word on purpose for 
you to take notice of ; that our court seemed resolved 
to be very firm in their resolutions about Ireland. I 
think it impossible for the two kin^doms to proceed 
long upon a différent scheme of politicks. The con- 
troversy with the city I am not master of : it took 
its rise before I ever concerned myself in the affaira 
of Ireland, farther than to be an instrument of doing 
some services to the kingdom, for which I have been 
ill requited. But, my lord, the question with us 
hère is, whether there was a necessity that the othcr 
party should be a majority ? There was put into my 
hands a list of your house of commons by some who 
know the kingdom well : I desired they would (as 
the y often do here) set a mark on the names of those 
who would be for the ministFy, who I found amountc^ 
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to one hundred and forty-three, which I think càthts 
.withîn an equality : twenty names bcsides fhey cotfld 
not détermine Upon ; so that, suppose eight tô* 6e of 
the same side, there would be a majority by one; 
but besides, wereckon that the first numbcr, onè huni. 
dred and forty-three, would easily rise to a gfeat 
majority, by the influence of the government, if that 
had been thought fit. This is démonstration to us ; 
for, thé gov ernment there has.more influence, than the 
court here : and yet our court carried it for many 
years against a natural majority, and a much greater 
one. I shall not examine the rèasons among you for 
procecding otherwise ; but your grâce wilî find that 
we are determined upon the conclusion,, which is, that 
Ireland must proceea on the same foot with England. 
I am of opinion, my lord, tharnothing cotdd do more 
hurt to the whig party in both kingdoms, than their 
manner of proceeding in your house of commons. It 
will confirm the croffA and mlnistry that there can be 
no safety while those peoplc are able to gire disturb- 
ance ; and indeed the efiëcts it has already. produced 
here, are hardly to be believed : neifher do we here 
think it worth our while to be opposed, and encou- 
rage our enemies, only for 70,00(/l. a year ; ta suppry 
which, it may not be hard to find other expédients ; 
and when there shall . be occasion for a parliament, we 
are confident a new one may be called, with a majo- 
rity of men in the interest of the queen and churclr; 
for, when the présent majority prétends to regard 
either, we look upon such professions to signify'n'o 
more than if they were penned by my lord Wharton, 
or Mr. Molesworth*. I have suffered very much for 
my tendérness to some persons of that party, which I 
still préserve ; but I believe it will not be long in my 
power to serve those who may want it. It wouki 

• Crcated viscount Molesworth in 17 16. N. 
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bc endless to recount to your grâce the reproaches 
that have been ma4e me, on accourt of your ncighbour. 

It is but truc, my lord, we do not care to fie trou- 
bled with the affairs of Ireland ; but, there being no 
war, nor meeting of parliament, we have leisure at 
présent : besides, we look on ourse! ves as touched in 
the'tenderest part. We know the whig party are pre- 
paring to attack us netft sessions, and their prevaiiing 
in Ireland, woald, we think, be a great strength and 
encouragement to them here : besides, our remissness 
would disheàrten our friends, and make them think 
we acted a trimming game. There are some things 
which we much wonder at, as they are représentée! : 
theaddress for removing the chancellor is grounded 
upon twofacts : in the former of which he vas only 
concerned with several others. The cri minai was poor 
and pénitent ; and a noli prosequï was no illégal thing. 
As to Moore's business, the chancelier' s speech on 
that occasion has been transmitted hither, and seems 
to clear him from the imputation of prejudging. An- 
other thing we wonder at, is, to find the commons in 
their votes approve the sending for the guards, by 
whom a man was killed. Such a thing would, they 
say, look monstrous in England. 
. Your grâce seems to think they would not break 
on money matters ; but we are taught another opinion, 
that they will not pass the great Bill until they have 
satisfaction about the chancellor ; and what the con- 
séquence of that will be, I suppose you may guess from 
what you know by this time. 

My lord, we can judge no otherwise here than by 
the représentations made to us. I sincerely look upon 
your grâce to be raaster of as much wisdom and sa- 
gacity, as any person I have known ; and from my 
particular respect to- you and your abilities, shali 
ne ver présume to censure your proceedings, uritil I am 
fally apprised of the matter. Your grâce is looked 
upon here as aitogether in the other party, which 

' VOL, XVI. C 



Î4f LETTERS TO AND FROM DR. SWIFT. 

1 do not allow when it is said to me. I conccivc yoa 
to Wlow the dictâtes of your reason and conscience : 
and whoever does that, will, in publick management, 
©ften diflfer as well from one side as another. 

As to myself, I take Ireland to be the worst place 
to be in while the parliament sits ; and probably I 
j»ay think the same of Eneland in a month or two. 
I have few obligations (fartner than personal friend- 
ship and civilities) to any party : I have nothing to 
ask for but a little money to pay my debts, which I 
doubt they never.will give me ; and wanting wisdom 
to judge better, I follow those who, I think, are 
xnost for preserving thë church and state, .without 
examining whether they do so from a principle of 
'virtue or of interest. 



FROM LORD PRIMATE LINDSAY. 

sir, Jan. 5, 1713-14. 

Yours I received the zâ instant, and immediately 
got Mr. Justice Nutley to write to the bishop of 
Killala,* at Kells, to know of him, whether, if he 
could get him translatée! to the the bishoprick of Ra- 
phoe, he would accept of it : and this day we received 
his answer, that it was not worth his while to carry 
his family so far northward, for so little advantage as 
that bishoprick would bring him ; his own being 
upward of a thousand pounds a year, and Raphoe not 
much above eleven hundred. The reason wny I got 
Judge Nutley to write, was, becauae I apprehended it 
might seem irksome to him to be persuaded by myself 
to accept of what I left : though at the same time I can 
assure you, I have done little more than saved myself 
whole by that bishoprick ; and hè might, if he pleased, 
in a little time have received sixteen or seventeen 

* Dr. William Lloyd. N. 

Digitized by Google 



IrETTERS TO AND FROM DR. SWIFT. 15 

irandred poonds for fines ; sd that if this cornes time 
enough to your hands, you will prevent any far cher 
motion that way. But if Meath drops, I believe it 
WQuïd be an acceptable post ; and the truth is, he has 
always, in the worst of times, yoted honestly, and* 
behaved himself as a true son of the church. In the 
mean time, be assured, the Judge knows not that y ou 
are concerned in this affair. 

There is a gentleman, whom I believe you must 
hâve heard of, Dr. Andrew Haroilton*, archdeacon 
of Raphoe, a man of good learning and abilities, and 
one of great interest m that country, whom I could 
wish you would move for (since the bishop of Killala 
rtfuses) to succeed me in Raphoe, as one that is the 
most likely to do good in that part of the country, of 
any one man I know. 

And now be pîeased to accept my thanks for the 
great services you have done me : and as you have 
contributed much to my advancement, so I must 
désire you, upon occasion, to give me your farther 
assistance for the service of the church. 

Theparliament is prorogued to the 1 8 th instant; 
but the whigs continuing obstina te, and deaf to ail 
persuasions to carry on the queen's business with peace. 
and gentleness, we conclude it must be dissolved. 

If this should not corne time enough to your hands, 
to prevent the bishop of Killala's letter for a transla- 
tion to Raphoe, I will labour ail I can to make him 
easy» 



FROM LORD CHANCELLOR PHIPPS. 

dear sir, Dublin, Jan. 15, 17 13-14 * 

Many of my letters from London tell me how 

* Though recommended by the primate to succeed him in 
the see of Raphoe, he was not preferred to it ; Dr. Edward 
Syoge being then advafcced to that bishoprick. B. 
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much I am obliged to you for your friendly solicita* 
tion on m y son's behalf, which will be always re- 
merribered by us both, with the same gratitude, as 
if it had succeeded. I had congratulations from the 
duke of Ormond, my lord Bolingbroke, and others, 
on account of my son's having the place, for tbey 
sent me word it was actually done ; and several other 
persons had letters of it, and our friends were ex- 
tremely rejoiced at the well timing of it, and it was 
a great addition to the mortification of the whig? : 
and the disappoiotment will be a cause of great joy 
to them. But in this, and ail .other things, I subrait 
to the judgment of my supertours, who know best 
whatisftt to be done. As to looking out for any 
thing else for my son, there is nothing else herèy that 
I know is fit for him ; and if any thing worth him 
having falls in England, it will he disposed of befbre I 
can have notice of it. 

We are told by every body^ that the rest of our 
vacant bishopricks will be filled to our satisfaction : 
if they are, you must be one of them. But if you 
are resolved, that you will not y et cpistoparl here, 
give me leave to recommend to you an afFair of my 
lord Abercorn's, which is, that you would consent to 
the agreement the vicars choral have made with him 
for renewing his lease*. I am informed there are 
some misunderstandings between yoù. It is very 
unhappy there should be any différence between two 
fiuch sure and great friends to the common cause, I 
do assure you, we are very much obliged to my lord 
Abercorn for his great service in thèse times of dif- 
fieuhy ; he is as good a friend as any in the world, 
and as bad an "enemy ; and I am very sure, if you 
would roake htm a compliment,, and oblige him in 

This lea9e was for tho greatest part of York-street, in 
which lord Abercorn lived ; and by the terras of tbeir charter, 
the vicars qhoral cannot make leases, without the consent of 
fhe dean andchapter. l\. ' 
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this mat ter, you would gain an entire true friend of 
him for thc future, and oblige a great many of your 
friends here, who have ail a great value and esteem 
for him. 

I heartily congratulate you on her majestv's re- 
covery, and the good effect it has had in unitmg our 
.friends. That, togetber with the resolution that is 
taken to support the church interest, will, without 
doubt, in a little. cime render ail things eàsy and 
quiet in both kingdotns ; though as yet our whigs 
here are as obstinate and perverse as ever. The com- 
mons are resolved, they will give no money till I am 
removed: and the aldermen. will not own my lord 
mayor, nor proceed to any élection, notwithstanding 
the opinion of ail the judges here, and of the attorney 
gênerai, and ail the queen's côunsel (except sir Joseph 
Jekyll) in England. 
r I wish you many happy new years, and should be 
very proud to receive your commands here, being, 
with the utmost sincerity and esteem, your mosfc 
obedient humble servant, 

CON. PHIPPS* 



FROM THE EARL OF ANGLESEY. 
mr/dean, Dublin, Jan. \6, 1713— 1 4. 

You judged extremely right of me, that I should, 
with great pleasure, receive what you tell me, that 
my endeavours to serve her majesty, in this king- 
dom, are agreeable to my lord treasurer, and the rest 
of the ministers. I have formerly so freely expressed 
to yqu the honour I must always have for his lord- 
ship, that I think I cannot explain myself more fully 
on that subject. But, what his lordship has already 
done for the' church, and the church interest here* 
and what we bave assurance will soon he done, wiU 
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give his lordship so en tire a command in the affections 
of ail honest men here (which are not a few) that I 
am persuaded, he will soon find Ireland an easy part 
of tne administration. For, it is my firm opinion, 
that steady and viçorous measures will so strengthen 
the hands of our friends in both kingetoms, that after 
the efforts of despair (which never last long) are over, 
her majesty and her ministers will receive but little 
trouble from the faction, either on this or on your 
•ide of the water. 

You are very kind to us in your good offices for 
Mr. Phipps, because a mark of favour so seasonably; 
as at this time, conferred on lord chancellor's son, 
will have a much greater influence, and reaeh farthefc 
than his lordship's person. I am preparing for mf 
journey, and I hope I shall be able to lay such a staté 
of this kingdom before my lord treasurer, as may 
prevent future disappointments, when it shall be 
thought necessary to hold a parliament. If this par- 
liament is not to sit after the présent prorogation, I 
do think, were I with you, I could ofïèr some reasoni 
why the filling the vacant bishopricks should be 
deferred for a little time. I praise God for his great 

foodnes,s in restoring her majesty to her health ; the 
lessing of which* it we had no other way of know- 
ing, we might learn from the mortification it has 
given a certain set of men here. 

I shall trouble you with no compliments, because I 
hope soon to tell you how much I am, dear sir, vours, 

ANGLESÉY. 



FROM THE EARL OF PETERBOROW- 

Marcb 5, 171S-14. 

QUERIES FOR DR. SWIFT, NÊXT SATURDAY, AT DINNER" 

Whether any great man, or minister, has fi- 

Digitized by Google 



LETTERS TO AîfD F ROM DR. SWIFT. 19 

voored the earl of Peterborow with onc single line 
sinec he left England* ; for, as yet, he has not re- 
ceived one word from any of them, nor his friend of 
St. Patrick's ? 

Whether, if they do not writc till they know what 
to write, he shall ever hear from them ? 

Whether any thing can be more unfortanâte, than 
to be overcome when strongest, outwitted having 
toore wit, and baffled having most money ? 

Whether betwixt two stools the bottom goes to the 
ground (révérend dean) be not a good old proverb, 
which may give subject for daily méditation and 
mortification F 

I send the kzy scribbler a letter from the extremi- 
ties of the earth, where I pas s my time, admiring the 
humility and patience of that power heretofore so 
terrible ; and the new scène which we see, to wit, 
the most Christian king waiting with so much résig- 
nation and respect, to know the emperor's pleasure as 
to peace or war. 

Where I reflect with admiration upon the politicks 
of those, who, breaking with the old allies,- dare not 
make use of the new ones ; who, pulling down the 
old rubbish and structure, do not erect a new fabrick 
on solid foondations. But this is not so much to thé 
purpose; for, in the worid of the rooon, provided 
toasting continue, the church and state can be in no 
danger. 

But, alas ! in this unmerry cotintry, where we have 
time to think, and are under the necessity of thinking, 
where impiously we make use of reason, without à 
blind résignation to Providence, the bottle, or chance^ 
what opinion think you we have of the présent ma- 
nagement in the refined parts of the world, where there 
are just motives of fear ? When neither steadiness nor 
conduct appears, and when the evil seems to corne on 

* Endorsed, Lord Peterborow, abroad on embassics." N". 
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apace, can it be believed, that extraordinary remedîej 
are*not thought of ? - • 

Heavens ! what is- ouf fate ? What might havc 
beenour portion, and what do we see in the âge 
we live in? France and JLngiand, the kings of 
Spain and Sicily, perplexed and confounded by a head- 
strong youth * ; one, who has lost so many kingdoms 
by pride and folly ; and ail thèse powerful nations 
ât agaze, ignorant of their destiny ; not capable of 
forming a scheme, which they can ma intain, against 
a prince, who has nekher ships, money, nor conduct. 
Some of the ministers assisted and supported witk 
absolutc power, others with a parliament at their 
disposai, and the most inconsiderable of them with the 
Indies at their tail. 

And what do I see in the centre, as it were, of 
ignorance and bigotry ? The first request of a par- 
liament to their king is to employ effectuai means 
âgainst the increase of priests ; the idle devourers of 
the fat of the land. We see churches, shut up by 
the order of the pope, set open by dragoons, to the 
gênerai content of the people. To cooclude, it fett 
put, that one of our acquaintance + found hiraselfj 
at a ereat table the only excommanicated person by 
•his holiness ; the rest of the company eating and 
toasting, under anathemas, with the courage of a> 
hardened heretick. 

Look upon the prose I send y ou. See, nevertheless^ 
what a sneaking figure he roakes*at the foot of the 
parson. Who could expect this from him ? But he 
thinks, résolves, and exécutes. 

If y ou can guess. from whence this cornes, ;addres& 
your letter to him, t€ à messieurs Raffnel et Fretti Sa*- 
çerdoth) Genôa." 

* Charles the twelfth cf Srçreden. H. 

+ Probably the Rev Mr. George Berkeley, fellow of Dub«f 
l'in collège, who went chaplain and secretary to the earl of 
feterborow to Sicily, at the recomineodation oi Dr. Swift. B. 
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FROM LORD TREASURER OXFORD 

Wedneiday Nîgbt. 

I HAVE heard, that some honcst men, who are 
very innocent, are under trouble, touching a printed 
pamphlet» A friend of mine, an obscure person, but 
charitable, puts the enclosed bill in yourhands, to 
answer such exigences as their case may immediately 
require. And I find he will do more, this beingonly 
for the présent. If tfris cornes safe to your hands, it 
isenough +. 



TO LORD TREASURER OXFORD î. 
May U please your lordship, March 18, 1713-14. 

Ï*URSUANT to her majesty's proclamation of the 
fifteenth of this instant March> for discovering the 
aathor of a fâlse, malicious, and factious libel, enti- 
tfed, « The Publick Spirit of the Whigs;" wherein 

I 

* Endorsed, " Lord treasurer Oxford* s letter to me in a 
| counterfeit hand with the bill when the printers were prosecut- 

cd by the house of lords for a pamphlet. Letter with bill of 

jool. Received March 14, 1713-14." N. 
; + This letter was sent to Dr. Swift, when the primer Mor- 

{>hew was prosecuted by the house of lords, for " The pub- 
ick Spirit of the Whigs : " a pamphlet written in answer toa, 
tract of Sir Richard Steel's, called the Crisis, and published 
on the second of March, 1713-14. Ali the Scots lords thçn 
in London went to the queen, and complained of the affront 
put on them and their nation by the author ; upon which a 
proclamation was published by her majesty, orftnng a reward 
I of 3C0I to discover him. H. 

j % Endorsed, ** A letter to lord treasurer, ofFeringto discover 
! *ht author of the pamphlet, -called *Tbe Publick Spirit of 
: theWhigs." 
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her majesty is graciously pleased to promise a rcward 
of thrce hundred pounds, to be paid by your lordship, 
which said discovery I can raake. But your lordship, 
or some persons under your lordship, have-got such an 
ill name in paying such rewards. Instance two poor 
men, John Greenwopd and John fiouch, who 
took and brought to justice six persons, vulgarly Mo- 
hocks; which the said two poor men never received 
but twenty pounds, and the latter thirty ; and they 
had no partners conoerned with them, as appears'by the 
attorney general's reports to your lordship ; which if 
I shduld be so served, to cause any persons to be pu. 
nished, and be no better rewarded, will be no encou- 
ragement for me to do . it ; for thèse two poor men 
being so plain a précèdent for me to go by. Your lord- 
Bhip's most humble and most obedient servant. L. M. 



HUMOUROUS LINES BY LORD TRE ASURER 
OXFORD, SENT TO DR. SWIFT, DR. AR- 
BUTHNOT, MR. POPE, AND MR. GA Y. 

Jpr 'il 14, 1714. Back stalrs, paît tight. 
GAY. 

In a summons so large, which ail clergy contaîns, 
I must turn Dismal's * cdnvert, or part with my 
brains, 

Should I scruple to quit the back stairs for your blind 
ones, 

Or refuse your true juncto + for one of 

* Dismal was lord Nottingham. H. 

+ Dr Swift, Dr. Arbuthnot, Mr. Pope, and Mr. Gay, 
were writing the history Of Maitinus Scriblerus ; and thèse 
four wits in conjuration, are styled by lord treasurer a 
juncto. H. 
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The followîng is their answer to his lordship» chiefly 
wxitten by the dean. 

Lct not the whigs our tory club rebuke ; 
Give us our earl *, the de vil take their duke +. 
$u*dam qnœ atttnent ad Scribferum, 
Want your assistance now to clear 'em. 
One day it will be no disgrâce, 
In Scribler to have had a place, 
Corne then, my lord, and take your part i» 
The important history of Martin. 

THE DEAN, 

A pox on ail sentiers 
For any pretenders, 
Who teîl us thèse troublesome srories 
In their dull humdrum key, 
Of Arma <vtrumque> 
Hanom* % qutprimus ab arts* 
A pox too on Hanmer, 
Who prates like- his gran-mere, 
And ail his old friends would rebuke. 
In spite of the carie, 
Give us but our earl, 
Thedevil may take their duke. 
Then come and take part in 
The memoirs of Martin ; 
Lay down your white stafT and gray habit ; 
For trust us, friend Mortimer, 
Should youlive yearsforty more* 
JJétc ohm numînisse juvabit* - 

* Of Oxford. B. 

+ OfMarlborough. B. 

j The dudiy ot Hainault. }î. 
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MORE LINES OF HUMOUR BY LORD TREA- 
SURER. 

AprilU, 17U. 

I HONOUR the men, sir, 

Who are ready to answer, 
When I ask them to stand by thc qucen ; 

In spite of orâtors, 

And blood thirsty praters, 
Whose hatred I highly esteem. 

Let our faith's defender 

Keep out cvery pretender, 
And long en joy hcr own ; 

Thus y ou four, five, 

May roerrily livc, 
Till faction is dead as a stone. 



FROM THE DUCHESS OF ORMOND. 

BROTHFR*, Aprilli, 1714. 

I SHOULD sooner havc thanked you for your lettcr, 
but that I hoped to have seen you here by this time. 
You cannot imagine how much I am grieved, when I 
find people I wish well to, run connter to their own 
interest, and give their enemies such advantages, by 
being so hard upon their friends as to conclude, if 
they are not without fault, they are not to be support - 
ed, or scarce conversed with. Fortune is a very pretty 
gentlewoman ; but how soon she roay be changea, no- 
body can tell. Fretting her, with the seeing ail she 

* The duke of Qrmond was one of the sixtcen brothers ; 
the duchess, thererbre, calJs Swift brother in her Jord's 
nght. H. 
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does foi* people only makes them despise her, may make 
her so sîck as to altér her complexion ; but I hope 
our Friends wilt find her cotfstant, in spite of ail they 
do to shock her ; and remember the s tory of the ar- 
rows *, that were very easily broke singly ; but when 
tied up close together, no strength of man could huit 
them. But that y ou may ne ver feel any ill conséquen- 
ces from whatever may happen, are the sincère wishes 
of, brother, 

Yours, with ail sisterly affection. 



TO THE EARL OF PETERBOROW. 
MY lord, Lùndotty Mqy\%, 1714* 

I H AD dpne myself the honour of writing to your 
excellency, above a month before yours of Mardi the 
5th came tomy hands. The Saturdays dinners have 
not been resumed since the queen*s return from Wind- 
sor; and I am not sorry, since it became so mingled 
an assembly, and of so little use either to business or 
conversation : so that I was content to read your que- 
ries to our two great friends. The treasurer stuck at 
them ail ; but the secretary acquit ted himself of the 
first, by assuring me he had often written to your 
excellency. 

I was told, the other day, of an answer you made 
to sonaebody abroad, who enquired of you the state 
and dispositions of our court : " That you could not 

* Inthis letter the duchess alludes to the division then sub- 
ststing among the ministcrs at court; and it is probable, that 
the hint about the story of the arrows produced the poem 
called '* The Faggot,", which-the dean wrote about this time. 
It is said, uiider the title, to have been written in the y'ear 
1713, when the queen's mimsters were quarrelling among 
themselves. H. 
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cf tell, for you had been out of England a fortnight." 
In your letter, you mention the world of the moon, 



once in four weeks. By both thèse instances, it ap- 
pears you have a better opinion of our steadiness than 
we deserve ; for I do not remember, since youleft us, 
that we have continued above four days in the same 
yiew, or four minutes with any manner of concert. I 
assure you, my lord, for the concern I have for the 
common cause, with relation to affaire both at home 
and abroad, and from the personal love I bear to our 
friends in power, I never led a life so thoroughly 
uneasy as I do a t présent. Our situation is so bad, that 
our enemies coula not, without abundance of invention 
and ability, have placed us so ill, if we had left it en- 
tirely to their management. For my «wn part, my 
head turns round ; and after every conversation, I corne 



arh glad, for the honour of our nation, to find by your 
excellency 's letter, that some other courts have a share 
of frenzy, though not equal, nor of the some nature 
with ours. The height of honest men's wishes at pré- 
sent is, to rub off this session ; after which, nobody has 
the impudence to expect that we shall not immediately 
fall to pièces : nor is any thing I write the least secret, 
even to a whig footman. 

The queen is pretty well a t présent; but the least disor- 
der she has puts ail in alarm ; and when it is over we act 
as if she were immortal. Neither is it possible to per- 
suade people to make préparations against an evil day. 
There is a negotiation now in hand, which, I hope, 
will not be abortive : the States General are wilhng 
to déclare themselves fully satisfied with the peace and 
the queen's measures, &c. and that is too popular a 
matter to Aight. It is impossible to tell you whether 
the prince of Hanover intends to corne over or not. I 
should think the fatter, by the accounts I have seen ? 
yet our adversaries continue strenuously to assert other- 




England ; but the moon changes but 
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informed than I went. I 
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wise ; and very iridustf ioosly give out, that the lord 
treasurer is at thé bottom : which has given some 
jcalousies not only to his best friends, but to some I 
shall not name ; yét I am confident they do him wrong* 
This formidable journey is the perpétuai subject both 
of court and coffeehouse chat. 

Our mysterious and unconcerted ways of proceed- 
ing have, as it is natural, taught every body to be re- 
finers, and to reason themselves into a thousand various 
coojectures. Even I, who converse most wirh people 
in power, am not free from this evil : and particularly, 
I thought myself twenty times in the right, by draw- 



t have proved wholly wrong. I 'hink this, however, 
to be a piain proof that we act altogether by chance j 
and that the game, such as it is, pîays itself. 

By the présent enclosed in your excellency's letter, 
I find the Sicilians to be bad delineators, and worse 
poéts. As sneakingly as the prince looks at the bi- 
shop's foot, I could have made him look ten times 1 
worse, and have done more right to the pièce, by 
placing your excellency there, representing your mis- 
tress the queen, and delivering the crown to the bishop, 
with orders where to place it. I should like your 
new kinç very well, if he would make Sicily his con- 
stant résidence, and. use Savoy only as a commendam. 
Old books have given me great ideas of that island. 
I imagine every acre there worth three in England ; 
and that a wise prince, in such a situation, would, 
after some years, be able to make what figure he 
pleased in the Mediterranean. 

The duke of Shrewsbury, not liking the weatheron 
our side the water, continues in Irelahd, although he 
formally took his leave there six weeks ago. Tom 
Harley is every hour expected hère, and writes me 
Word, (< he has succeeded at Hanover to his wishes." 
Lord Stafford writes the same, and gives himself no 
little merit upon it* 
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Barber the prînter was,.some time ago, in great 
distress, upon printing a pamphlet, of which evil 
longues would needs cail me the author * : he was 
brought before your house, which addressed the queen 
in a body, who kindly published a^ proclamation with 
three hundred pounds to discover. The faulc was, 
calling the Scots " a fierce poor northern people." So 
well protected are those who scribble for the govern- 
ment I Upon which, I now put one query to your ex- 
cellency, What has a man without employment to do 
among ministère, when he can neither serve himself, 
his fnends, nor the publick ? 

In my former le t ter, which I suppose was sent to 
, Paris to meet you there, I gave you joy of the govern- 
ment of Minorca. One advantage you have of being 
abroad, that you keep your friends ; and I can name 
almost a dozen great men, who thoroughly ha te one 
another, yet ail love your lordship. If you have a 
rnind to préserve their friendship, keep at a distance ; 
or corne over, and show yourpower, by reconciling at 
least two of them ; and remember, at the same time, 
that this last is an impossibility. If your excellency 
were here, I would speak to you without any con- 
straint ; but the fear of accidents in the conveyance of 
the letter, makes me keep to gênerais. I am sure you 
would have prevented a great deal of ill, if you had 
continued amongus ; but people <5f my lçvel must be 
content to havè their opinion asked, and to see it not 
followed ; although I have always given it with the 
utmost freedom and irapartiality . I have troubled you 
too much ; and as a long letter from you, is the most 
agreeable thing one can receive, so the most agreeable 
return would be a short one. I am ever, with the 
greatest respeçt and truth, my lord, 

Your excellency 's most obedient 

and most humble servant, 
JON. SWIFT, 

. • «« The Publick Spirit of the Whig^' ». See the lord tre*. 
surer's letter on this subject, p, ai. N, 
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FROM CHIVERTON CHARLTON, ESQ, 

CAPTAIN OF THB YEOMEN OF THE GUARD» 

sir, Maj<Z2> 17 U. 

HEARING from honcst John *, that you still pcr- 
sist in your resolution of retiring into the conntry, I 
cannot bot give you my thoughts of it, at the same 
time that I am sensible how intruding it may appear 
in me to trouble you with what I thjnk, but you have 
an unlucky quality, which exposes you to the forward- 
ness of those who love you : I mean good nature. 
From which, though I did not alwaya suspect you 
guilty of it, I now promise myself an easy pardon. 
So that, without bemg in much pain as to the censure 
you may pass upon my assurance, I shall go on gravely 
to tell you, I am entirely açainst your design. 

I confess a just indignation at several things, and 
particularly at the return your services have met with, 
may give you a disgust to the court ; and that retire- 
ment may afFord a pleasing prospect to you, who have 
lived so long in the hurry, and have born so great a 
share of the load of business ; and the more so at this 
juncture, when the distraction among your friends is 
eriough tp make any one sick of a courtiers life. But 
on thèse very accounts you should choose to stay, and 
convince the world that you are as much above private 
rescntment, wherc the publick is concerned, as you are 
incapable cf bejng tiredout in the service of your ^coun- 
try ; and that you are neither afraid nor unwilling to 
face a storm in à good cause. 

' It is true, you have less reason than any one I know, 
to regard what the world says of you ; for I know 
none, to whom the world has heen more unjust. Yet 

* John Barber, then the Dean's printer ; in 1711 anal- 
derman, and in 1733 lord mayor of Loadon. N. 
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since the most generous revenge îs to make the angrate- 
fui apnear yet more ungratcfbl, you should still perse, 
cute tlie publick withfresh obligations ; and the rather, 
because some there are of a temper to acknowledge 
bénefits ; and it is to be hoped the rest may not al ways 
continue stupid. At least (suppose the worst) the 
attempt to do good, carries along with it a secret sa- 
tisfaction, with which if you are not sensibly aflècted, 
1 am at a loss how to account for many of your actions* 
I remember very well, what you havc sometimes said 
upon this subject ; as if you were now grown useless, 
lifc. To which I havc this to answer, that though 
your efforts are in vain to-day, *ome unforeseen inci- 
dent may make them otherwise to-morrow ; and that, 
«hould you by your absence lose any happy opportunity, 
you will be the first to reproach yourself with running 
away, and be the last man in the world to pardon it. 
If I denied self interest to be at the bottom of ail I 
have Said, I know you would think I lied villanously, 
and perhaps not think amiss neither ; for J still flatter 
myself with the continuance of that favour you have 
on many occasions been pleased to show me ; and am 
vain enough to fancy I should be a considérable loser, 
if you were where I could not have an opportunity of 
clubbing my shilling with you now ana then at good 
eating. But as much as I am concerned on this ac- 
count, I am not so selfish tp say what I havedone, 
if it were not my real opinion ; which, whether you 
regard or not, I could not deny myself the satisfaction 
of speaking it, and of assurjng you, that I am, with 
the utmost sincerity and respect, sir, your most oblig- 
ed, and most faithful humble servant, 

CH. CHARI.TON. 

My lad y duchess *, I can answer for her, is very much 
your servant, though I have not her commands to 

* OfOrmond. H. 
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say so. She is gone to see the duke of Beauforr, 
who is so ill, it is feared he cannot recover. She 
went thîs morning so early, I havc had no particu- 
lar accouru how he is ; but am told, he does nothing 
but doze. The messenger came to her at rfiree in 
the morning ; and she went away immediately after- 
ward. 

Lady Betty desires me to thank you for your letter, 
and would be glad, since the provost is graciously 
pleaséd to stay her majesty's time, toknow where 
it is he designs to stay. 

Honest Townshend and I have the satisfaction to 
drink your health, as often as we do drink toçethcr. 
Whether you approve of your being toasted with the 
bishop of London, and such people, I cannot 
tèll ; but at présent we have disposed you in the 
first list of rank tories. 

A servant is just now corne from the duchess of Or- 
mond, and gives such an account of the duke of 
Beaufort, that it is thought he cannot possibly re. 
cover. 



FROM MR. GAY 
sut, London % June 8, 1714. 

SlNCE you went out of the town, my lord Claren. 
don was appointed envoy exrraordinary to Hanover, 
in the room of lord Paçet ; and by making use of 
those friends, which I entirely owe to you, he has ac- 
cepted me for his secretary. This day, by appoint- 
ment, I met hislordship at Mr. seçreiary Bromley's 
office + : he then ordered me to be ready by Saturday % 

* Endorsed, " The dean sent Gay abroad." N. 
t Broxnley was joint secretary with Bolingbroke. H. 
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I am quite off from the duchés* of Monmouth *. Mr. 
Lewis was very ready to serve me upon this occasion, 
as were Dr. Arbuthnot and Mr. Ford. I am every 
day attending my lord treasurer for his bounty, in or- 
der to set me ou t ; which he has promised me upon the 
fbilowing pétition, which I sent him by Dr. Arbuth- 
not : 

The epigrammatical Pétition of John Gay. 

I'm no more to converse with the swains, 

But go where fine people resort : 
One can live without money on plains, 

But never without it at court. 
If, when with the swains I did gambol, 

I array'd me in silver and blue : 
When abroad, and in courts I shall ramble, 

Pray, my lord, how much money will do ? 

We had the honour of the treasurèr's company last 
Saturday, when we sat upon Scriblerus +. Pope is in 
town, and has brought with him the first book of 
Horaer. 

I am this evening to be at Mr. Lewis's with the 
Provost J, Mr. Ford, Parnell, and Pope. It is 
thought my lord Clarendon will make but a short stay 
at Hanover. If it was possible, that any recommen- 
dation could be procured to make me more distinguish- 
ed than ordinary, during my stay at that court, I 
shoutd think my self very happy, if you could contrive 
any method to prosecute it ; for I am told, that their 
civilities very nrely descend so low as to thesecretary. 
I have ail the reason in the world to acknowledge this 

* Mr. Gay had î?eeri secretary, or domestick steward, to 
the duchess, vvidow of the duke of Monmouth, who was be- 
headed in the first year of king James II. B. 

t Memoirs of Marti nus Scriblerus ; a joint work of Pope^ 
Arbuthnot, and Qthers. See Pope 's work s. H. 

J Of Dublin collège, Dr, Benjamin Pratt, H, 
I 
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as wholly owing to you. And the many favours I have 
received from you,„purely out of your love for doing 
good, assures me you will not forget me in my absence. 
As for myself, whether I am at home or abroad, grati- 
tude willalways put me in mind of the man, to whom I 
owe so many benefits. I am your most obliged humble 
servant, " J. GAY. 



TO MISS VANHOMRIGH. 

Vpfer Lctcothbfy near Wantage, Berks t June%, 1714. 

I' HAVE not much news to tell you from hence, nor 
have I had one line from anfbody since I left London, 
of which I am very glad : but to say the truth, I be- 
lieye I shall not stay here so long as I intended ; I am 
at a xrlergyman's house, whom I love very well ; but 
he is such a melancholy thoughtful man, partly from 
nature, and partly by a solitary life,~that I shall 
soon catch the spleen from him. Out of ease and com- 
plaisance, I désire him not to alter any or his methods 
for me; so we dine exactly betwecn twelve and cne. 
Ateight we have some bread and butter, andaglass 
of aie ; and at ten he goes to bed. Wine is a étran- 
ger, except a little I sent him ; of which, one evening 
m twoj we_ have a pint between us. His wife has 
been this month twenty miles off, at herfather's, and 
will not return thèse ten days. I never saw lier ; and 
perhaps the house will be worse when she cornes. I 
read ail day, or walk ; and do not speak as many 
words as I have now writ, in three days : so that, in 
short, I have a mind to steal to Ireland, unless I rlnd 
myself take more to this way of living, so différent, 
in every circumstance, from what I lefr» This is.the 
first syllable I have writ to any body since you saw 
me. I shall be glad to hear from you, not as you are 
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a Londoner, but as a friend ; for I care not threepence 
for news, nor have heard one «yllable since I came 
here. The pretender, or duke of Cambridge, may 
both be landed, and I never the wiser : but if this 
place were ten times worse, nothing shall make me fé- 
tu m to town, while things are in the situation I left 
jhem. I give a guinea a week for my board, and 
can eat any thing. 



FROM MR. BARBER. 
DEAR sir, Londotty y une 8, 1714* 

I HAVE enclosed ail the letters that have corne to my 
hands. I saw my lord treasurer to-day, who asked 
me where you were gone ? I told his lordship you 
were in Berkshire*. He answered, " It is very 
well ; I suppose I shall soon hear from him." My 
lord Bolingbroke was very merry with me upon your 
journey, and hoped the world would be the better for 
your retirement, and that I should soon be the mid- 
wife. The schism bill was read the second time yester- 
day, and committed fôr to-morrow, without a division. 
Every body is in the greatest consternation at your 
retirement, and wonders at the cause. I tell them, 
it is for your health's sake. Mr. Gay is made secre- 

* Swift having in vain endeavoured to bring about a recon- 
ciliation betvvcen the lords Oxford and Bolingbroke, retired 
about this time, to the house of his friend the Rev. MrGery, 
at Letcombe, Berks ; where he wrote "Free Thoughts on the 
présent State of Affairs ; which through the médium of his 
friend John, heput to the press of John Barber ; who, pleased 
with his pamphlet, but not knowing by whom it was written, 
communicated it to lor^d Bolingbroke, who made in it some al- 
térations not attested by the Dean, and which retarded the pro- 
gressat the. press so long, that in the intérim the queen died, 
and the pamphlet was wnolly suppressed. N. 
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tary to my lord Clarendon, and is well pleased with 
his promotion. The queen is so wejl, that the Sicilian. 
ambassador has his audience to-night. She can walk, 
thank God, and is well recovered. **••••*• 
consent, I will appoint the happy day \ as does, sir, 
your most obedient humble servant, " TYRANT, 

I forgot to tell y ou that I saw Mr. Harley, who told 
me he would instantly send for the horse from Here- 
fordshire, but that, being at grass, he had ordered 
his man not to ride hard ; but that you should have 
him with ail convenient speed. 



FROM DR. ARBUTHNOT, THE QUEEN'S 
DOMESTICK PHYSICIAN. 

dear brother*, St. James*s> June 1?, 1714. 

I AM glad your proud stomach is corne down, and 
that you submit to write to your friends. I was of opi- 
nion, that if they managed you- right, they might 
bring you to be even fond of an article in the Post- 
boy, or Flying-post. As for the présent state of our 
court afrairs, I thank God, I am almost as ignorant 
as you are, to my great ease and comfort. I have 
never inquired about any thing, since roy lady 
Masham told the dragon +, that she woijld carry no 
more messages, nor meddle nor make, &c. I do 
not know whether things were quite so bad when you 
went. The dragon manages this bill % pretty well ; 
for you know that it ishis \ forte: and I believe, at the 

* One of the sixteçn. H. 
+ Lord treasurer Oxford. B. 

\ " To p revent the growth of schism, and for the further 
*'sccurity of the church of England, as by Uw establisht;<.U' f 
It passed the bouse of lords; June 13, 17 14. B. 
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rate they go on, they. will do mischief to themselves, 
ànd good to nobgdy else. 

You know that Gay goes to Hanover, and my lord: 
treasurer has promised to equip him. Monday is the 
day of departure> and he is nôw dancing attendancé 
for money to buy him shoes, stock ings, ahd linen. 
The duchess has turned him ofF*, which I am afraid 
will make the pooj man's condition worsé, instèad of 
better. 

The dragon was with us on Saturday night lasr, 
after having sent us really a most excellent copy of 
verses. I really believe when he lays down, he will 
prove a very good poet. I remember.the first part of 
his verses was complaining of ill usage ; and at last he 
concludes, 

" He thatcares not to rule, will be sure to obey, 
When summon'd by Arbuthnot, Pope, Parnell, and 
Gay." 

Parnell has been thinking of going chaplain to my 
lord Clarendon ; but they will not say whether he 
should or not. I am tomeet our club at the Palkmall 
cofFeehouse, about one to*day, where we cannot fail to 
jemember you. The queen is in good health ; much 
in the same circumstances with the gentleman I men- 
ti oned, in attendancé upon hcr ministers for something 
she cannot obtain. * My lord and my lady Masham, 
and lady Fair, remember you kindly ; and none with 
more sincère respect than your aflfectionate brother, 
•and humble servant, JO. ARBUTHNOT. 



FROM MR. POPE. 

JunelS, I714-. 

w 

HATEVER apologies it might become me. to 
ir.ake at any other time for writing to you, I shall use 

* The duchçss. of Monmoqcîb $o whoin he had bsen se- 

rce;ary. H. 
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none.now, to a man who has owned himself as sple. 
netick as a cat in thc country. In that circumstance, 
I know by expérience a letter is a very useful, as weli 
as amusing thing : if you are too busied in s ta te af- 
faire to rea4 it, yet you may fînd entertainment in 
folding it into divers figures, either doubting it into 
a pyramidical, or twisting it into a serpentine form ; 
or if your disposition should not be so mathematical, 
in taking it with you to that place where men of stu- 
dious minds are apt to sit longer than ordinary ; where, 
after an abrupt division of the paper, it may not be 
unpleasant to try to fit and rejoin the broken lines to- 
gcther. Ali thèse amusements I am no stranger to in 
the country, and doubt not but (by this time) yoa 
begin to relish them, in your présent contemplative 
situation. 

I remember a man, who was thought to have some 
| knowledge in the world, used te affirm, that no people 
! in town ever complained thcy were forgotten by their 
I friends in the country: bot my increasing expérience 
! convinces me he was mistaken, for I find a great 
! mariy here grievously complaining of you, upon this 
score* I am told farther, that you treat the few you 
correspond with in a very arrogant style, and tell 
them you admire at their insolence in disturbing your 
méditations, or even inquiring of your retreat*: but 
ihis I will not positively assert, because I never re- 
ceived any such insulting epistle from you. My lord 
OxfQrd says you have not writtcn to him once since 
you went: but this perhaps may be.only policy,- in 
him or you : and I, who am half a whig, must not 
cnrirely crédit any thing he affirms. At Button's it 
isreported you aTe gone to Hanover, and' that Gay 
goes only on an embassy to you. Others apprehend 
tome dangerous state treatise from your retirement; 

* At a friend s housc in Berkshire, See the preceding 
ietters. N. * ' 
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and a wit who affecta to iraitate Balzac, sayt, that 
the ministry now are like those heathens of old, who 
received their oracles froœ the woods. The gentle- 
men of the Roman catholick persuasion are not un- 
willing to crédit me, when I whisper that you are 
gone to meet some fesuits commissioned from the 
court of Rome, in order to settle the most oonvenient 
methods tô be taken for the coming of the pretender. 
Dr. Arbiuhnot îs singular in his opinion, and ima- 
gines yoar only design is to attend at full leisure to 
ihe life and adventures of Scriblerus*. This indeed 
must be granted of greater importance than ail the 
rest; and I wish Icould promise so weil of you. The 
top of my own ambition is to contribute to that great 
work, and 1 shall translate Homer by the by. Mr. 
Gay lias acquainted you what progress I have made 
in ît. I cannot name Mr. Gay, without ail the ac- 
knowledgments which I shall ever owe you, on his 
actount. If I writ this in verse, I would tell you, 
you are like the sun, and whiie men imagine you to 
be retired or absent, are hourly exerting your indul- 
gence, and bringing things. to maturity for their ad- 
vantoge. Of ail the world, you are the man (without 
flattery) who serve your friends with the least osten- 
tation; it is almost ingratitude to thank you, con- 
sidering your temper ; and this is theperiod of ail my 
letter which I fear you will think the most imperti- 
nent. I am with the truest affection, 

Yours, &c. 

* This project (in which the principal persons engaged were 
Dr. Arbuthnot, Dr. Swift, and Mr. Pope) was avery noble 
one. It was to write a complète satire in prose upon the 
abuses in every branch of science, comprised in the history .©t* 
the Jit'e and writings of Scriblerus ; the issue of which were 
only some dciached parts and fragments, such as thé Me- 
jnoirs of bcriblcru*," the * 4 Travds of Gulliver," the 44 Trea- 
tise of the Profound," the literai 44 Criticisms on Virgil,' * &c. 

Warburton. 

But the îhree last-mentioned works were not at ail on the 
' characterof Dr. Scriblerus. Dr* Waktg*. 
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FROM THOMAS HARLEY, ESQ # , 

»»»t 7*w ï9t 17 14. 

Your letter gave me a great deaî of plcasure. I 
Ao not mean only the satisfaction one must always 
End in hearing fronïsogood a friend, who has dis- 
fitjguished himself in the world, and formed a new 
«îharacter, which nobody is vain enough to prétend to 
imitate. But you must know, the moment after you 
disappeared, I foun'd it was to no purpose to be un- 
concerned, and to slight (as I really have done) ail 
the sîlly stories and schemes I met with every day ; 
the éfFects of self-conceit, and a frightenéd, hasty dé- 
sire of gain. They asked me, " Has not the Dean 
left the town ? Is not Dr. Swift gone into the coun- 
tty ?" — Yes ; ând I would have gone into the country 
tôo, if I had not learned, one cannot he hurt till one 
turns one's back ; for which reason I will go no more 
on their erfânds. But, seriously, you never heard 
such bellowing about the town of the state of the 
nation, especially among the shafpers, sellers of bear- 
skins +, and the rest of that kind : nor such crying, 
and squalling among the ladies ; insomuch that it has 
at last reached the hou se of commons ; which I am 
sorry for, because it is hot and uneasy sitting there in 
this season of the year. But I was told to day, thttf/ 
in some countries, people are forced to watch day 

* This gentleman was cousin to the lord treasurer. Hç 
died irt January 1727 ; and lcft Iiis estate to Edward Harley, 
esq< H.' 

t Stockjobbers. He who sélls that of which he is flot 
possessed, is said proverbially to sell the bear's skin, while 
the bear runs in the woods. And it beiwg comraon for stock j ob- 
hers to makecoatracts for transterrtng stock at a future time*> 
tbôngh they were not possessed of the stock to be tiansferred, 
they are, caU*d sel lers ofboarskins. H. 

12 
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and night, to kccp wild beasts out of their corn» 
Do you not pity me, for yielding to such grave 
sayines, to be stifled every day in the hause of com- 

mons r 

When I was out of England, I used to reccivê five 
or six letiers each post with this passage, " As for 
what passes here, you will be informed by others 
much better ; therefore I shall not trouble you with 
any thing of that sort." You will give me leave to 
use it now, as my excuse to you for not writing news. 
I hope, honest Gay will be better supplied by some 
friend or other. Before I received your direction, I 
had ordered my servant, who cornes next Monday out 
of Herefordshire, to leave your horse at the Crown in 
Farringdon, where you can easily send for him. I 
hear he was so fat, they could not travel him tîll he 
was taken down ; and I ordered he should go short 
journeys : he is of a good breed, and therefore I hope 
will prove well ; if not, use him like a bastard, and I 
will choose another for you. I am, sir, your most" 
faithful humble servant, T. HARLEY. 



FROM MR. THOMAS *. 

REVEREND SIR, Jutte 22, 1714. , . 

IT was with some difficulty, that I prevailed with 
rayself to forbear acknowledging your very kind 
letter. I can only tell you, it shall be the business of 
my life, to endeavour to deserve the opinion you ex-, 
press of me, and thèreby to recommend myself to the, 
continuance of your friendship. 

* Secretary to lord treasurer. Sec pp. 47. 70.— A letter * 
to the cari of Oxford from this Mr. Thomas, who retired inta 
Wales, on the Antiquity of English and British Pœtry, may be 
seen among the Harleian M S S. in the. British Muséum. N« r 
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My tord treasurerdoes, upoh ail occasions, do jus- 
tice to your merit ; and has expressed to ail hh frîends 
the great esteem he has for so hcarty and honcst a 
friend, arfd particularly ôn occasion of the fettcr you 
mention to haVe lately writ to him. And ail his 
friénds can inform you with what pleasure hécommu- 
nicated it to them. • 

And now for business ; I am to acquaint you, that last 
Thursday I received the £ol. (which now waits your 
ordcrs) and dated your receipt accordingly, wbich I 
delivered to Mr. Wetham, who paid me the money. 

I do not prétend to tell you how matters go. Our 
friend says very bad. I am sanguine enough to hope 
not' worse. I am, with ail possible esteem, ever 
yours, WILLIAM THOMAS. 



TROM DR. ARBUTHNOT. 
DE a R BROTHER, Kenûngtan, Jane 26, 1714. 

I H AD almost resolved not to write to you, for 
fear of disturbîng so happya state as you describe. 
On the other hand, a little of the devil, that cannot 
endure any body should enjoy a paradise, almost pro- 
voked me to give you à long and mélancholy state of 
our afFairs. For you must know, that it is just my 
own case. I hâve with great industry endeavoured to 
live in ignorance, but at the same time wou!4 enjoy 
Kensington çarden ; and then some busy discontented 
body or another cornes just cross me, and bègins a dis- 
mal story ; and before I go to supper, I am as full of 
grievances as the most knowing of them. 

I will plaguc you a little, by telling you the dragon 
dies hard . He îs now kicking and cuffing about him like 
the devil: and you know parliarr.entary management 
is the forte, but no hopes of any seulement between 

Google 
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the two champions. The dragon . sm4 last n jghl td Iby 
lady Mashatn and me, that ît is with gfiat industry ho 
keeps hii friends, who are very iwftierouty from. pal.* 
ltng ail to pièces Gay had a hundrgd peunds in due 
time, and went awày a happy m&n. I hâve solkâted 
both lord treasoref and lord SoUnghroket stroBgfy for 1 
the Parnelian, and gave them a mémorial other 
day. Lord treaaarer spetks mighty âfïeCtionafely of 
him, whioh you knOw i s an kl stgp in ecriesiascical 
prefennentt. Whness some* that you and t koow,. 
when the contfary was the. best «ign in the.wodd, 
Pray remember Martin *, who is an innocent fellow, 
and tvill not disturb your solitude. The ridicule o£mc- 
dîcitie a so copions a subject, that I must onk hère 
and tnere touch it, I havé made him study physick 
from the apothecaries bills, where there is a good 
plentiful field for a satire upon the présent practice. 
One of his projects was, by a stamp upon blistering- 
plasters, and melilot by the yard* to raise-money for 
the government, and to give it to Radcliffe and 
others to farra* But there was likely to be a pétition 
from the inhabitants of Lqnclon and Westminster, 
who had no raind to be fiead. There was a problem 
about the doses of puiging medicines published four 
years ago, showing that they ought to be in propor- 
lion to rhe bulk of the patient. From thence Martin 
endeavours to détermine the question about the weight 
of the ancien* men, by the doses of physick that were 
given them» One of his best inventions was a map of 
diseases for the three cavities of the body, and one for 
the extemal parts ; just like the four quarters of the 
world. Then the great diseases are like capital cities, 
with their symptoms ail like streets and suburbs, with 
the roads that lead to other diseases. It is thicker set 
with towns than any Flanders map you ever saw. 

♦ Martinus Scriblerus, of wfcom Pope, Arbuthnot, and 
others were to wiite the Memoirs. H. 
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Raddiffe is painted at the corner of the map, contend- 
ing for the universal empire of this world, and the rest 
of the physicians opposing his ambitious designs, with 
a project of a treaty of partition to settle pçace. 

The ré is an excellent subject of ridicule from soroe 
of the Gertnan physicians, who set up a sensitive soul 
as a sort of a first mînister to thé rational. Helmont 
calls him Are ha? us. Dolaeus ealls him Microcosmetor* 
He has under him several other genii, thàt réside in the 
particalar parts of the body, particularly prince Cardi- 
melech in the heart; Qasteronax in the stomach ; and 
the plastick prince in the organs of génération. I be- 
lîere I conld make you laugh at the explication of 
distempers from the wars and alliances of those princes j 
and how the £rst m in is ter gets the better of his mis-* 
tress anima ratimalis. 

The beat is, that it is making reprisais upon the 
politicians, who are sure to alegorise ail the animal 
economy into state afiairs. Pope has be«n co'Ilecting 
h%H flights of poetry, which are very good ; they ar« 
to be soleran nonsense. 

I tjiought upon the folïowing the other day, as I 
way going into my coach, the dust being i rouble-, 
some: . . 

The dust in smaller parti cles arose, 

Than those which Buidbodies do compose; 

Contraries in extrêmes do often meet, 

'Twas now so dry, that you might call it wer. . 

I do not give you thèse hints to divert you, but that 
yoa may have your thoughrs, andwork upon them. 

I know you love me heartily, and yet I will not 
own, that you love me better than I love you. My 
lord and lady Masham love you too, and read your 
leteer to me with pleasure. My lady says she will 
write to you, whether you write to her or not. — Dear 
friend, adieu. 
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TO LORD TREASURER OXFORD. 

MY LORD, , Juîj 1, 1714. 

AVlIEN I was with you, I havc saidmore than 
once, that I would never allow quality or station 
roade any irai différence between mcn. Beîng now 
absent and forgotten*, I have changed my mind: you 
hâve a thousand people who can prétend they love you, 
with as much appearance of sincerity as I ; so that, 
according to common justice, I can have but a thou- 
sandth part in return of what I give. And this differ- 
ence is wholly pwing to your station. And the mis- 
fortune is still the greater, because I always loved you 
just so much the worse for your station ; for, in your 
publick capacity, you have often angered me to the 
heart ; but, as a private man, never once. So that, if I 
onlylooktoward myself, I could wishyou a private man 
tomorrow : for I have nothing to ask ; at least no- 
thing that you will give, which is the same thing : 
and then you- would sèe whether I ahould not with 
much more willingncss attend you in a retirement* 
whenevcr you please to give me leave, than ever I 
did at London or Windsor. From thèse sentiments, I 
will never write to you, if I can help it, otherwise 
than as to a private person, or allow myself to have 
beeh obliged by you m any other capacity. 

The memory of onc great instance of your candoor 
and justice, 1 will çarry to my grave : that having 
been in a manne r domestick with you for almost four 
years, it was never in the power of any publick, or 
conccaled. enemy, to make you think ill of me, though 
malice and envy were often employed to that end. If 
live, posterity shall know that, and more; which, 

* The Dean was now retired to Letcombe- Sce p. 37. N' 
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though you, and somebody that shall be namelëss* 
seem to value lcss than I could wish, is ail the return 
I can make you. Wilt you give me leave to say how 
I would désire to stand in your memory ? As one, 
who was truly sensible of the honour you did him, 
though hewas too proud to be vain upon it: as one,' 
who was neither assuming, officious, nor teasing; who 
never wilfully -misrepresented persons or facts to you, 
nor consulted his passions when he gave a character : 
and lastly, as one, whose indiscrétions proceeded alto-* 
gêther from a weak head, and not an ill heart. I will 
add one thing more, which is the highest compliment I 
can make, that I never was afraid of ofFending you, 
nor am now in any pain for the manner I write to you 
in, I have said enough ; and, like one at your levée, 
having made my bow, I shrink back into the crowd. 
I am, &c. 



FROM MR. BARBER. 

HONOURED SIR, Lofldwif, Jttfy 6, 17 M. 

ï H AD yours of the 3d instant, and am heartily 
glad of your being in health, which I hope will con- 
tinue. Pray draw what bills you please : I will pay 
them on demand. 

I will take care of Mrs. Rolt's affair. I wish you 
would write to her. I had a visit from Mrs. Brack- 
ley to day ; she gives her humble service, and desired 
my assistance with gênerai H ill. I told her it was 
best to stay till there was a masttr ; and I did not 
doubt but something would be done. 

I fortunately met lord Bolingbroke yesterday, the 
minute I had your letter. I attacked him for some 
wine, and he immediately ordered you two dozçn of 
red French wine,. and one dozen of strong, Aaaiana 
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white urine. The hamper will be sent to morrow by . 
Robert Stone the Wantage carrier» and will be there 
on Friday> I am afraid it will cost you os to George,\ 
nry lord's butler; but I wduld do nothing without 
order. My lord bid die. tell you this morning, that 
he will write to you* and let you ktiow, that as great . 
a philosopher as you are, you have had the pip -, that 
the publick aflairi are carfied on with the same zeal 
and quick dispatch as wfcen you was here ; nay, that 
they are împroved in sevefa4 particulars; that thç 
sâme good understandtng continues ; that he hopes the 
world will be the better for your retirement ; that your 
inimitable pen was never more wanted than now ; and 
rnore, which I cannot remernber. I believe he ex. 
pects you should write to him. He spoke marry af- 
feCtianate and handsome thirlgs in your favour. I told 
him your s tory of the spaniel, which made hhn laugh 
heartily. 



FROM MR. BARBER TO MR. FORD # . 

sir, Lambetb Hiil, July 6 9 17 U. 

I THANKFÛLLY aeknowledge the réeeipt of a 
paçket + sent last Sunday fc I have shewn it only to? 
onepersoni, who is charmed with it, and will make 
some small altérations and additions to it, with your 
leàve. You will the easïer give leave, when I tell 
you, that it is one of the best pens in England. Pray 
favour rne with' a line, 
ïam, sir, 

. Your roost obedient sefvant, 

JOHN BARBÉR. 

* This letter was dbgulsêd, and directed to Saotuel, 
Bridg^ Esq» ftt St. DuhîUû's co^eehouse, Fket Street; 
and is thus endor&ed bv the Dean, **John Barbor' s letter 
about the pamphlet.' 1 N. 

+ M FreeTfmaghts ottthe'preseht State of Affaire " R *" 

% This vfete Mu fOr*. Se* p. 49., N„ 
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FROM MR. THOMAS. 

REVEREVD ÎI*, July f, 1714. 

I SHOULD not havc presamed to break in upoo 
your retirement, nor so xnuch as inquire for your ad- 
dress, had not the inclosed given me a fair occasion to 
ask after your health. I need not add any thing to 
what the papers will inform you touching that afiàir* 
The person mentioned in the baron' s letter has not y et 
called upon me. When you have endorsed the letter 
of attorney, please to return that and the baron's let- 
ter, that I may punctually follow his directions. J 
dare not mention any thing of politicjts to one, that 
has purposely withdrawn himself frôro the dio of it. 
I shall only tell you, that your friends applaud your 
conduct with relation to your own ease; but they 
think it bard you should abdicate at a juncture your 
friendship seems to be of most use to them, I am sure 
some of them want your advice, as well as assistance, 
You will forgive this digression from business, when I 
tell you I shall not repeat this trouble, not having so 
much as kept a copy of your direction. You may àu 
rect your commands to me, under cover, to our com- 
mon friends. .1 hope you beiieve me too sensible of 
obligations to. need fprjpal assurances of the sincère 
respect, wherewith I am, révérend sir, your most 
obediènt and njQsî humbje servant, 

WILLIAM THOMAS. 
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FROM ERASMUS LEWIS, ESQ*. 

sir, Whltbalh Jufy 6, 1714. 

You give me such good reasons for your désire of 
kriowing what becomes of our grand affair, that, to 
oblige you, and perhaps to give myself vent, I will 
tell you what I think on it. The twoladies + seem to 
have determined the fàll of the dragon J, and to en- 
tértain a chimerical notion, that there shall be no 
monsieur te premier^ but that ail power shall réside in 
one, and profit in the other. The man of Mercury § 
soothes them in this notion with. great dexterity and 
rcason, for he will be monsieur le premier then of 
course, by virtue of the little seal. His character is 
too bad to carry the great ensîgns ; therefore he takes 
another method, and I think it very artful, viz. to 
continue his présent station, to'which the power may 
ahogether be as properly attached as to the wand. In 
this brangle I am no otherwise concerned, than that I 
must lose part of the pleasure I had in the conversation 
of my friends. And that I am really apprehensive the 
two ladies may suffer by the undertaking ; for the 
man of Mercury's bottom is too narrow, his faults of 
the first magnitude ; and we cannot find, that there is 
any scheme in the world how to proceed. Mèrcuria- 
lis|| complains, that the Dragon** has used him bar- 
barously ; that he is in with the demoçraticals, and 
never eonferred a' single obligation upon him since he 
had the wand. Le temps nous e'cla'trcira. 

■ * Endoreed, "Lord treasurer Oxford begins to décline, at 
court." N. 

t Lady Masham and duchess of Somerset. N. 
J Lord treasurer Oxford. B« 
^ Lord Bolingbroke. B. 
* H The same. B. 
•* Lord treasurer. B. 



Digitized by 



LETT1ES TO AND FROM DR. SWIFT. 4$ 

I propose to raove on the ?d of August to Bath, and 
to stay there, or go from thcncc, according ai our 
chaos settles herc. I believe I shall not go to Aber- 
cothy, otherwise I would attend y ou. Shall not we 
meet as Bath? Bcfore I began this paragraph, I 
should have added something to the former, which is, 
that the dragon is accused of having betrayed nia 
friends yesterday upon the matter of the three explana- 
tory articles of the Spanish treaty of commerce, which 
he allowed not to be bénéficiai, and that the queen might 
better press for their fteing changed, if it was the scnse 
of the house they ought to be so. The address thefj 
passed without a négative. 

I thank you for the account you give me of the farm 
in Buckinghamshire. I could likc the thing, and the 
price too very well ; but when it cornes to a point, I 
own my weaknessto you. I can't work myself up to 
a resolution, while I have any hope of the siooL a year 
I told you of in my own parish ; it lies now at sale; 
if I miss, I would catch greedily at the other. 

When I am at the Bath I will set down the hints 
you désire. 



FROM CHARLES FORD, ESQ. 

Londott, July 6*. 

If Barber be not a very great blockhead, I shall soon 
send you a letter in print, in answer to your last + : I 
hope it may be next post, for he had it on Sunday. 
I took care to blot the tes out of anely> and the as out 
of scbeame, which I suppose is the meaning of your 
question, whether I corrected it ? I do not know any 
other altération it wanted ; and I made noneexcept in 
one paragraph* that I changed the présent to the past 

♦ The ycar is omitted, but it should be 1714. This letter 
is endorsed, 44 Aftairsbtill worse.'* H. 
VOL. XVI. W 
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tense four tîmes, and I am not tore I did right In it 
neithér. There ts so great a tenderness and regard 

«hown ail along to the *, that I coold Have 

wished thîs expression fead been out [ €€ the unceitain 
timorous nature of the ——•"]. Bat there was no 
striking it out without quite spoiling thebeauty of the 
passage: and, as if I had been the author mycelf, I 
preferred beauty to discrétion, I really think it k 
at least equal to any % thing you have writ +; and I 
dare say it will do great service as matters stand at 
présent. 

The Colonel { and hî« friends give the game for lost 
on their side ; and I believe by next week we shall 
see lord Bolingbroke at the head of affaire. The bi. 
shop of Rochester k to be lord privy seal. They 
talk of several other altération*, as that roy lord Tre* 
vor is to be président of the council ; lord Abingdon, 
Chamberlain ; lord Angle sey, lord lieutenant of Ireland ; 
that Mr. Bromley || is to go out, and a great many 
more in lesser employments. I fancy thèse reports are 
spread to draw in as many as they can^to oppose the 
new scheme. I can hardly think any body will be 
turned out of the cabinet, except the treasurer and the 
privy seal 1. Perhaps my lord Poulett ** may lay 
down. Certainîy the secretary may oontinue in, if he 
pleases, and I do not hear that he is disposed to resign, 
or tHat he is so attached to any minister, as to enter 
into their resentments. What has John of Bucks ît 

i 

* Thèse blanks are thus in the original. Query, should 
the word be Qutfn ? H. 

+ Called ^FreeThoughts," *c. The words wWch Mr. 
Ford say s he eould have wished to have blotted oyt, but 
sparedfor the beauty of the pacage» are not to be found in tbe 
eopy ofthe •* FreeThoughts" printed in the Dean's worfcs j 
nor is it easy to détermine where they originally stood. N. 
1 i Lord Oxford. H. j 

|j Secretary for the, Northern provinces. Jf. 

& Lord Dartmputh. H. I 

♦* Lord Steward. *H. 

tf ]ohn Sheffield, duke of Bucjcuighainshire. B« ; 
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tfenè ? and yet the report is very strong, that he is tû 
bc succeeded by tny loià Trevor *. The duke of 
Shrewabvry Was «ne ont of eight or nine lords, tint 
stood by rùy lord fiolingbroke yeaterday» in the débite 
about the Spanish treaty, and spoke with a good deal 
of spirit. Is it likely he is to bc turned out of ail ? 
The lords have made a représentation to the qneen, in 
which they désire her to surmount the insurmounu 
able difficulties the Spanish trade lies under by the last 
treaQ-* It is thooght there was a majority in the 
rtotfse to hâve frevenfed suéh a reflection upon the trea- 
ty, if tkey had corne to à division. The clanvwr of 
the merchants, whig and tôry> has baen too gréa* to 
hare paaaeda vote in viadicattpit of it* as it stand» ra- 
tifiai. But Bijr tord Anglesey and his aquadron seemed 
MriUing to op^œe any Censure of it ; and yet this rep*e* 
sentatioO was suffered to pats, nohody kft)w? hew. 
To day they are to take into considération the queen'4 
answer to their address, desiring to know who adviséd- 
<her to ratify the explanatkxvof the three article» } Shc 
sent them word she thoùght there was little différence 
between that and whatwas aigned at Utrecht. When 
they rise I wiil tell y ou what they have done. .Thaft 
last ntoney bill was sent up yesterday ; sO that In ail' 
probability the parliaafent , wiil be up in two or ihree 
days* and theti wé sball be entertained with court af* 
faira* I hope you got mine last a/ié ©ne a fort* 
ftight ago. Wiil the change of ;the miftfctry afect 
Blwood? He is in pain about it. I am tôld the people 
of Ireland are rrtaking a strorig opposition against tite 
présent provost. • 

The considération o£ the igtieetf* answer is deferred 
tilltomorrQW. I am now with lord Gtildford, and 
three other commissioners of trade, who were examin- 
ée! to day at thehousç of lords. They are pfodigiousiy 
pkeaiseâ with whafc has been donc. But I do not un. 

* lord chief justice of the commun pleas. B, 
12 ' 

Digitized by Google 



02 tETTEltS TO AND THOM DR. SWIFT» 

derstand it well enough to gire you an account of it« 
For the rapture they are in hinders theni from explain- 
ing themselves clearly • I can only gather from their 
manner of discourse, that they are corne off without' 
censure* 



FROM THE SAME. 

SIR, London, Frtday, July 10, 1714. 

What answershall I send ? I ara againstany altér- 
ation ; but additions, I think, ought by no roeatis to 
be allowed, I wish I had cailed sooner at St. Duns- 
tan's * ; but I did not expect it would bave corne out 
till Thursday, and therefbre did not go there till yes.* 
terday. Pray let me know what you wouW havc 
donc. Barber was a blockhead to show it at ail ; but 
who can help that ? Write an answer either for your- 
self or me 5 but I beg of you to make no condescen- 
dons. 

Yesterday put an end to the session, arid to yoor 
pain. We gained a glorious victory at the hoase of 
lords the day before: the attack was made immédiate, 
ly agaînst Arthur Moor -r, who appeared at the bar, 
with the other commiisioners of trader. The South sea 
company had prepared the way for a censure, by vot- : 
ing him guilty of a breach of trust, and incapable of 
servinj them in any office for the future. This passed 
without hearing what, he had to say in his defence, and 
had the usual fate of such unreasonable refiections. i 
Those, who proposèd the résolutions, were bkmed 
for their violence ; and the person accused, appearing 

* This i« expJained byanote in p. 46. N. 
, + One of thecommissioners of tracte and plantations, who 
Was accused ofbeing bribedby the court of S pain, to favour' 
that kingdôm in the treaty of commerce made between it apd 
England. B. * 
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to be les» guikythan they maie him t was thought to* 
be more innocent than I dcubt he is. The whigs pro- 
poseé two questions in the house of lords agaiiist him,. 
andlost both, ône by twèlve, and theothtr, I think, 
byefghfeen vt>tes. 

Court afFairs go on as they did. The cry is stillorc 
the. eâptain's aide *. Is not he the person Barber 
means by one of the best pens in En gland B It is only: 
my owrt conjecture, but I can think of nohody else. 
Hâve you the queen's speech, the lords' address,. &.ca 
or shall I send thena toyou ? and do you wanta corn, 
merit ? Have Pope; and PameJl been to vi&it you, a* 
they intended f ' ' 

I had a letter ycsterday from Gay, who is at the* 
Bague, and présents' his humble service ta you. Het 
ha* writ to Mr< Lewis too, but his respect makes htm' 
keep greater distance with him : and I think mine i» 
the pkasan ter letter, which I am sorry for. 

We were alarmed by B. t two days agor hesent 
Tooke word; ouf frien* was ill in the country j which. 
we did not know how to interprer, tjll he explained' 
it, It was Mrs. M* % he meant; but she is in no- 
danger. Pray, write immediately, that there may be 
no farther delay to wbat weought to have had a week 
ago. 

. FRQMDR. ARBUTHNOTf. 

I HAVE talked of your affairs to.npbpdy but my lady 
Masham. She tells, mç, Tbat she has. it very much. 

• Lord Bolingbroke^ alludvug ta his differefice with lord 
Oxford. H. .... » 

+ Jphai Barber. H. 

% Mrs. Manlcy, the writer of the Atahntis, who at thauiw 
lived with Mr. harber... H. 

\ Embrosed, 44 Affàirs till vrorse." N. 
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at hëart, and woold gfedly do- it fcr hcr owrt takej 
and that of her frienda ; bot tkinks 1 it noc a fit acnsert 
to sf*ak «bout it." We are iritfced in such a sttongo 
condition . aa ta politkks, that ttfbody cian tett rtow 
who la for who. It wcre rcally worth your while h* 
bc here for four dnd twenty" houre only, ft> concilier 
tfae oddness of the scène, I art sure it wotfld »ake yet* 
reliah your cduntrv life the better. 
. The Drago* hrids fait With a dead gripe thelittle 
machine ** If he wookl have taken bat half so much 
pains to have donc othàr things* «4 he has'of lafte to 
exert himself against the esquire, he. mîght have been 
a Dragon, instead of a Dagon. I would nd more* havfc 
aufiered and done what ht «as, thtn I wduld have stold 
myself tothcgaUiea* Htecfate+tm, However* th$y 
havt now got rid of the parliamertt, and mày havt 
tknt to think of a acheaae t perhaps theV may have (mû 
already. I know nothing, but it is £t to rally tfae 
broken forces under sortie hedd or another. They 
really did very wtll the last dey but one in the houSC 
of lords ; tant yesterday thêy wcre in a flârae about the 
qucen's answer, till the qaeen came In, and pat ari 
end toit. 

The {kagoo showcd me your letter, and seeitied 
mightily pleased with it. He has paid ten pounds foc 
a manuscript, of whieh I bebcve there are several in 
town. It is a history of the last invasion of Scotland, 
wrote just as plaîn, tbough nofc so wèll, as another 
history which y ou and I know f» with characters of ail 
the nien now iivjng» the very names* .and invitation 
that was sent to the pretender. This by a flaming 
jacobite, that woriders ail the worîd are not so. ! Jer* 
haps ît may be a whig, that personates a jacobite. 1 
saw two sheets of the beginning, which was treason 
every line. If it goes on at the same rate of ptairt 
dealing, it is a very extraordinary pièce, and worth 

* His treasurer's staff. H. 

+ History of thc four last Years. N. 
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your whilc to corne up to see it only. Mr. Lockhart, 
they say, owns lu It is no more h» than it is raine. 
Do not be so dogged ; but afrer thefirst shower, corne 
up to town for a week or so. It is worth your while. 
Yout fHehds wifl be gtad to see you, and none morç 
tbamayveK : Adieu. 



. FROM LÔRD BOLINGBROKJE *. 

July 13, iZi-k 

I NEVER hughed, my dear Dean, at vour leaving 
the town : on ttte contrary, I thought thé, résolution 
of dding so, at the time when yoo towc it, a Tery wise 
«me. But, I confèss, I laûghed, and very hearcilf 
too, when I heard that yoo affected to Érid, within 
the village of Létcombe, ail yoor heart desired. In 
a Word, I judged of you, jast as you tell me ih your 
letter, that I should judge. If my grooms did not 

II ve a happfef Hfe than I have done this grm while, I 
am sure they would quit my service. Be pleased ta 
apply this reflection. Indeed I wish I had been with 
jrou, With Pope and Parnell, qnibus neque attirai tondu 
drores. In a little time, oemaps, I may have leisure 
to be happy. I continue in the same opinions and 
insolations as y<w left rhe in ; I will stand or fall by 
them. Adieu. No altération in my fortune or cir- 
cumstances can alter that sincère friendship with which 
I am, dear Dean, yours. 

I fency you wîll have a visit fronvthat great poli- 
tician artd casuist theduket. He is at Oxfoid with 
Mr. Clarke J. 

♦ Endorsed, " Lord Bolingbroke, on my retiring." N. 

t Perhaps the duke of Ormond. H. 

X George Clarke» doetor of laws, fellow of AU Soûls, who 
had been secretary to prince Gecrgc of Denmark as lord high 
admirai, and was niamber of parliamcnt for theuniverskty o* 
Oxtord. H. 
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FROM CHARLES FORD, ESQ.' 

You see I was in the rieht.; faot.I could wiah the 
booby * had not convinced me by naming my lord 
Bolingbroke, and then I should have dealt well enough 
with him. Since it bas happened so, the beat j-emedy 
I could tbink of, was ta write him a very civil an. 
swer ; in which, however, I have desired to see the 
altérations : this is mentiohed with great respect to 
roy lord. Thpugh be has promised' to bave ir agairi 
to morrow, it is probable he ma y be disappointed» and 
there may be time enough for me to rçceive your di- 
rections what I shall do, when I get it into my hands. 
If the altérations are material, shall I send it to sqme 
other printer as it was first written + ? Reflect npon 
every tbing you think likely to happen, and tell me 
beforehand what is proper to be done, that no more 
time may. be lost. I hate the dog for making his 
court in such a manner. 

I a m very sorry you have had occasion to remove 
your premier minister. We are told now, we sbalL 
have no change in ours, and that the duke of Shrews. 
bury will perfectly reconcile ail matters. I am sure 
you will not believ.e this any mo^e than I do ; but 
the dragon X has been more cheerful than usual for 
thjree or four days ; and therefore people conclude the 
breaches are healed. I rather incline to the opinion of 
those who say he is to be made a duke, and to have a 
pension, Another reaspn given why there is to be no 
change is, because the parliament was not adjoumed to 
issue new writs in the room of those who were to corne 

* Barber. D. S. 

+ This wasthe 4 ' Free Thoughts" (see p. 46.) The queen's 
death prevented the publication of it in those times ; and it 
never appeared till the year 1741. D. S. . 

X The earloi' Oxford. D. S. 
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in opon the new scheme, that they raight sit in the 
house at the next meeting* But J cannot see why an 
adjoornment may not do as well at the beginning, aa 
at the end of a session ; and certainly it will displease 
kss in January or February, than 'it would havç donc 
in July. The whigs give out the duke of Marlbo- 
rough is coming over, and his house is actually nom 
fittingupat bt. James's. We have bad more variety 
of lies of late than ever I rcmember. The history we 
were formerly tallpng of, would swell to a prodigiout 
size, if it was carried on. There was a fire last night 
on Towerhill, that burnt down forty or fifty houses. 
Y ou say nothing of coming to town. I hope yoa 
do not mean to steal away ta Irelapd without seeing 



FROM CHARLES FORD, ESQ. 

Londûtt, July M, 1714. 

ASECOND to morrow is almost past, and nothing 
lias been yet kft at Su Dunstan's *. Barber will lose 
by hit prodigious cunning j but that is. nothing tp» the 
punishment he deseirves, Had it been only his fear,. 
he wonldhave choeen somebody else to consult wi|h ; 
bot the rogue found it was well written, and saw the 
passages, that galkd. I am heartily vext at the. other, 
person + 9 from whom one might have expeçted a more 
honottrable proceeding. There is soraething very 
mean in his desiriqg to make altérations, when I am 
surehe has no reason to'complain, and is at least a* 
fairly dealt with as his competitor %. Besides, a great 
part of it is as mueh for his service as if he had given 
directions himself to have it done, What relates to» 

» See pp. 46. 5a. N. 

+ Lord Bolingbroke. D. S. 

\ LordOiford. D. S. 
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the pretender if pf the utmast me to hit» ; and tfcere* 
fore I am as moch surprifced at his delay, as at hié 
angenerous manner-of trtating an tmknawn aathdry 
to whom he h 90 m«ch obliged. But perhapa I may 
wrong him, and he wouid not detift to turn the whoté 
to his owft advantage. If it had corne to me Restée* 
day, or to day* I wat molrcd to have sent it to urna 
other prîater withoat any amendaient; bat npw I 
shall wait till I hav* your directions I wish yoa 
had empioytd sdinebody elseatfifstj but what signes 
wishing no w ? Afcr what Barber writ in his lait > I can 
hardly thirik ht will be sud* a — as not to ldt ma 
have it : and in «y ahswer I havt grvei! him ail asaane* 
of encourageaient to do it* Ht bas as œuch assurance aè 
he can well désire, that the altérations shall be coau 
plied with, and a positive promise that it shall be re~ 
turned to him the same day he leaves it at St. Dun- 
stan's *.,.-• 

Icannôt imagine why we have no mischief y et* 
Sure we are not to be disappointed at last, after the 
Bustle that has been madè. It is impossible they + csm 
evw agrée, and I wfertt aertèthrftg to flfake my iettars 
atitf éhtertaining. t àùébt you will hardly thaok mé 
for théto, now thé pârKatiWW il uf> ; bOt as sooh a* 
afty thîng happer» foâ shàll know in 

The queen hâè mt y et appolntedthe time for risotj 
ing to Windsor. My lofd chirf baron Ward h dead* 
àm wé havt àlready Hdmed seven 1 successofs, araong 
whom is ottr lord chanetéllor Pfrippsw Frank Ahnesfey* 
waà to have had hfc plâee ander toy lord Artgleaep, sa 
tfrét it is well for him wé hâve providfed him with ono* 
AerfbMife. 

* 8ée two othéfr létterè ftein f. *drd, on the swttftct •£ 
this pamphlet» Juty 22**1*1*4. U*F*P<W» ky Mr * Baibcu'a 
ktter of July 6, that he did not know the real author. N. 

t Lords Oxford and Bolingbroke. D. S. 
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FROMERASMUS LEWIS, ESQ. 

JuneYïy 1714, 

I AM sorry t© find by those dut harc fresher advtces 
fexn you than yours'of the clcventh to me, that Par. 
visol's * conduct pots roi under a necessity of changing 
the adminutratian ; for it will probably draw you to 
Ireland wbether you will or net. However, I hope 
to sec you at Bath three week» hence, whatever hap- 
pens. I neet with no maa or womah, who prétend 
upon ahy probable ground* to judge who will carry the 
great point. Our female friend [A] told the Dra* 
gon [B] în her own house, lait Thursday morning thèse 
words : u You never did the queen any serviee, nor 
" aae yem capable of doing her aoy.'* He made no 
ttply, but supped with lier and Mercurialis [Ç] that 
night, at her own house. His revenge is ndt the lésa 
meditated for that. He teUi the words elearly and 
distinct! y to ail mankind . Those, who range under his 
banner, call her ten thousand bit chef and kitchen 
trenches. Those who fcajte bim do the saine. And 
from my heart I griere, that the should give sueh a 
loose to her passion ; for she is susceptible of truç friendV 
ship, and has many social and dômes tick yirtqes» Tho 
great Attorney t, who made you the ahain «fer of the 
* ibrkahire Hving, had a lonç conférence with the dra- 
gon on Thursday, kissed him at parting» and cursed 

* Dr- Swift's agent in Ireland- The Dean' s observations 
on the names marked A* B, C % are thus written on the bUnlc 
part of the original letter : 

[A] 44 Mrs. Masham, who was the queen's favourite, fell_ 
out in a rage, reproaching lord Oxford very injuriously." 

[B] 44 The Dragon, lord freasurer Oxford, so called by the 
Dean by contraries ; for he was the mildest, wisest, and be*t 
jninister that ever served a prince. ' ' 

[Cl 44 Lord Bolingbrokc, called so by Mr. Lewis." H* 
.+ Perhaps lord chanççllor Harcourt. H. 
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him at night. He went to the country yesterday ; 
from whence some conjecture aothing considérable wili 
be donc soon. Lord Harley*and lady Harriott 
went this morning to Oxford. He has finished ail 
matters with lord Pelham J, as far as can bedone with* 
out an act of parliament. The composition was signed 
by the auditor, and Naylor, brother in law to Peinant. 
This day se'nnight lord Harley is.to have the whole 
Cavendish estate, whichis valued at ten thousand /*r 
ennum) and has upon it forty thousand pounds worth of 
timber. But three out of this ten thoùsand a year he 
had by the will. He remits to lord Pelham the twen. 
ty thousand pounds charged for lady Harriot's fortune 
on the Holles estate ; and givea him some patches of 
land, that lie convenient to him, to the value of about 
t wenty thou sand pounds more. According to my corn, 
pntation, lord Harley gets by the agreement (if the 
timber is worth forty thousand pounds) one hundred 
and forty thousand pounds ; and when the jointures fall 
in to him, will have sixtcen thousand pounds a year. 
But the cant is, twenty-six thousand. Lord Pelham 
will really have twenty-six thousand pounds a year 
from the Newcastle family, which, with his, patentai 
estate, will be twice as much as lord Harley's. The 
estate of the latter is judged to be in the beat condi- 
tion ; and some vain glorious friends of ours say, it is 
worth more than the other's; but let thàt pass. Adieu, 



* Edward, son to the lord treasurer Oxford. B. 

+ Wifeof lord Harley. fc. 

\ Aftcrward dukc of Newcastle. B. 
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FROM LORD HARLËY* 

BROTHÏR SWIFT*, Juïj 17, 1714. 

R sistcrf has at last got rid of hcr lawyers, 
We are just setting out for Oxford, where we hope to see 
yoo» 1 am your afiectionate brothér, HARLE Y* 



Vou 



FROM DR* ARBUTHNOÎ. 

•iar buotheu, London, Jttîy 17, 1714» 

I THOtîGHT it necessary to speak to lady Masham 
about that afîàir, because 1 believe it will be necessary 
to give her majesty the same notion of* it, which the 
mémorial does J, and nôt that y ou are askJng a little 
scandalous salary fora sinécure* Lewis despairs of it, 
and thinks it quite over since a certain affair. I will 
not think so. I gave your îetter, with the enclosed 
mémorial, cavalièrement, to lord Èolingbroke. He 
read it, and seemed concerned at some part of it, ex- 
pressing himself thus : u That it would be among the 
eternal scandais of the government to suffer a man of 
rour character, that had so well deserved of thera, to 
have the least uneasy thought about those matters." 
As to the fifty pounds, he was ready to pay it ; and if 
he had had it about him, would have given it me, 
*The dragon was ail the while walking with the duke 
of Shrewsbury. So my lord Bolingbroke told me, " I 
would immediately stir in this matter, but I know not 

• A company of sixteen, ail men of the rttst class, Swift 
included, dined once a week at the house of each other, by 
rotation, and went under the gênerai de nomination of Brothers. 
The numbef was afterwards enlarged, and they dined at a 
tavern every Thursday. Lord Harley was one, which aar 
counts for the address of this Ietter. H. 

t Lady Henrietta Harley, wife of lord Harley. H. 

t Swift's mémorial tothequeen, hunibïy desiring.herma- 
3 e ^ty to appoint him historiographer ; priuted in the sixth 
volume of this collection. • N.' 

VOL. XVI. © 
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how I stand with some folks for the duke of 
Shrewsbury has taken himself to the dragon in appear- 
ançe, u I know how I stand with that. man, (point- 
ing to the dragon) but as to the other, I cannot tell ; 
however, I will claim bis promise and so he tôok 
the mémorial. • 

• Da not think I make y ou a bare compliment irç 
what I am going to say ; for I can assure y ou I a m in 
earnest. I am in hopes to haye two hundred pounds 
before I go out of town, and you may commana ail or 
any part of it you please, as long as you have occasion 
for it. I know what you will say ; <f To see a scoun- | 
drel prétend to offer to lend me money," Ouf situa- 
tion at présent is in short thus : they have rompu en 
<v\$ifre with the dragon, and yet do^hpt know how to 
do withput him. My lady Mashanrhas in a manner 
bid him défiance, without any scheme, or likeness of 
it in any form or shape, as far as I can see. Notwith- 
standing he visits, cringes, flatters, t$c. which is be- 
yond my compréhension. 

I have a very comical account of Letcbmbe, and the 
dean of St. Patrick's, from Pope, with an épisode of 
the burning gjlass. I was going to make an epigram 
upon the imagination of your burning your own history 
with the burning glass. I wish Pope or Pafnell would 
put in into rhyme. The thought is this : ApollQ 
speaks; €t That since he had inspired you to re véal 
those things which weré hid, even trom his own light, 
such as the feeble springs of some ereat events ; and 
perceiving that a faction, who coula not bear their 
deeds to be brought to light, had condemned it to an 
ignominious flame ; that it might not perish so, he 
was resolved to consume it with his own ; a celestial 
one*" An4 then you must conclude with some simije, 
Thus, £sfc. r l here are two or three that will fit it. 

Whiston has at Jast published his project of the lon- 
gitude ; the most ndiculous thing that ever wa$ 
thought on. But a pox on him! he has spoilçd Q»c 
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tf Hty papers of Scribkrus, which was a proposai ht 
the longitude, not, vcry unlike his, to tnis purpose 3 
that since there w„as no pôle for ea$t and west, that al} 
the princes of Europe should join and build two prodi* 
aioos pôles, upon high mountains,. with a vast lighu 
Bouse to serve for a pôle star. I was thinking of 4 
çaktilation of the time, charges, and dimensions. New 
you must understand, his project is by lighthouses, 
and explosion of bombs at a certain hour. 

Lewis invited me to dinner to day, and has disap- 
pointed me* I thought to have aaid sornething more 
about you. I have nothing more to add, but, rny 
dearfriehd, adieu. 



TO THE DUKE OF ORMOND*. 

MVlord, 17, 17 '14* 

ï ftEVER éxpected that a great man should 
ber me in absence, becaute I khew it was unrea-j 
sonable, and that your grâce îs tod rnoch trtmbled 
with persona about you, to thirtk of thost who*t* ou» 
of the way f But, if Dr. Pratt has done me right, I 
am niSstaken ; and your grâce has almost declared 
that .you expected a letter from me ; which you should 
never have had, if the mimttry had been like you : 
for then I should have always been near enough to 
have carried my own messages, ^ut I was hear- 
tUy weary of them : and your grâce will be my 
witness, that I despàired of any good success, 
frotb the» manne? of prbeeeding, sorte rnontht be- 
fcve I lèft town ; where I thought it foçcaroe me «a 
eatttinue no longer, when I could do m service eitfctr 
m rhyself, vcij friands, or the publiait « By the aca 

* *fhe duke of Qrmond was lord lieutenant of Ireland in; 
i)\0. tfe succeedèd the duke ôf Marlborôugh in tnë com- 
mand of the ami y ; and his duchess was lady of the bed- 
chamber. H. 
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count I have from particular friends, I find thé arjîmo4 
sity between the two great men does not at ail Almu 
nish : though I hcar it is given out, that your gface'a 
successor* has undertalcen a gênerai rcconcilement* 
If it be troc, this will suceeed Uke the rest of his late 
undertakings, 

I must beg your grace's pardon» if I entreat you, 
for sevcral reasons, to s*e lady Masham as offert as 
you convehiently can : and I must likëwise désire yot* 
to exert yôurself in the disposai of the bishopricks in 
Ireland. It is a scandai to the crown, and an injutV 
to the church, that they should be so long ddayed. 
There are soroe hotheaded people on the other sidef 
the water, who understand notning of our court, and 
would confound every thing; always employed toraise 
themselvés upon the ruins of those chàracters they 
have blasted. I wish their intermeddling may not 
occasion a worse choiçe than your graoe approved of 
lait winter« However, I begyôu will tafce care that 
no injury be done to Dr. Pratt, or Dr* Elwood ; whq 
have more mt rit and candour than a hundred of their 
detractors, I am, with the greatest respect, my lord, 
Your grace's most obedient, 

and mos* Qbliœd humble servant, 



FROM CHARGES FORD, ESQ, 

London y ;July%O y I7U. 

WHOwouid ever do any thing for theoi* when they* 
W so négligent of their own interest ? The Captai* 
must see what use it would be to him to bave it pub- 
lished, and yet he has not returned h. You havo 
another copy by you : I wish you would send it ; and 
îf you do pot care it should appear in yoùr own hauid* 

• The duke of Shrewsbury. P, S. 
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I will get it transcribed. My secretary is a boy of 
te» or dcvcn years old, and no dîseovery can be made 
by him. I do not know -what my lord Bolingbrokc 
»ay do, but I dare say Barber does not suspect froro 
whence it cornes, However, I wonder he bas not 
mentioned it t6 you # . 

I thought you had beard the historiographer's place 
ha* been disposed of tbis fortnight. I know no more 
of him who bas it, than that his naroe is Madox +. It 
would be*impudence in them to send for you ; but I 
hope you will corne. A reconcilement is impossible ; 
ind I can giiess no reason why matters are delayed, 
unless it be to gain over some. lords, who stick firm to 
the dragon, and others that are averse to the captain J. 
The duke of Shrewsbury déclares against him in pri. 
va te conversation ; I suppose because he is. against 
every chief minister, for it is knownhehasnokindness 
for the colonel $. Lord Anglesey rails at the chancel- 
lor, for some opinion the attorney andsolicitor gênerai 
hâve given relatfng to Ireland. Who can act, when 
they bave so much caprice to deal with ? 

Mr. Lewis says, " be will speak to Mr. Brom- 
ley for his part, and will engage it shall be paid 
as soon as lord Bolingbroke has given his." But it 
was mentioned before my lord treasurer, and he imme- 
diately took the whole upon himself. If they lived 
near one another, and a bouse between them was on fire, 
I fancy they would contend who should put it out, 
until the whole street were burned. Mr. Lewis goes 
into Wales the week after next. I shall have the 
whole town to mysélf, Now it is my own, I begin- 
not to value it. Pope and Parnell tell me, you desigi* 
them a visit. When do you go? If you are with 
them in the middle of a week, I should be gfod to 

* This relates to the 44 Free Thoughts." H. 
+ Thomas Madox» esq. H. 
$ Lord Bolingbroke. H. 
h tord Oxford. H. 
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meet you therc. Let me know where yt>a are td be în 
Herefordshire, and I will send you some claret. It is 
no compliment, for I am overatocked, and it will dtf- 
cay before I drink it. You shall have either old or' 
new ; I have too much of both. 

I paid the woman for your handkerchiefs ; but should 
not have given her so much, if she had not assured me 
you had agreed with her. I think you may* very wefl 
shake off the old debt, and she will have no reason to 
complain* So I told her ; but if you woold have me, 
I will pay her. 

Pray send me the other copy *, or put me in a way 
of recovering the former* I am, . 



FROM THE DUKE OF ORMOND. 

SIR, JuljWf 1714* 

I AM very glad to hear from you. I thought you 
had hid yourself from the world, and given over ail 
thoughts of your friends. I am very sorry for the rea- 
son of your retirement. I am a witness to your endea* 
yours to have made up, what I believe the great man 
you mention will hardly compass. I am of your opi- 
nion, that it is shamefui that the vacant bishopricks axe 
not dûpoaed of. I shall do aH that lies in my power 
to serve the gentlemen that I have already mentioned 
to the queen, and hope with good success. 

For the lady you mention +, I shall esukavour to 
see her as often as I can. She is one that I have a 
great esteem for. I serid you some Burgundy, which 
1 hope you will like. It is very good to cure the 
spleen. Believe me, with great truth, sir, your most 
afiectionate friend, and humble servant, 

ORMOND. 

♦ Of the " Frec Thoughts." H. 
+ Lady Ma&ham. D. S. 
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FROM ËRÀSMÙS LËWIS, ESQ. 

SI*, ' Wh'ttchall, Juljïît 17li 

I RÉCEIVED a ktter from you last Monday, fbr 
my lord treasurer, in ablank cover. Last Friday lord 
chancelior went înto the country, with a design tt> 
stay there til) the tenth of August 5. but last Tues- 
day he was sent for express by lord Botingoroke» 
Next Tuesday the queen gpes to Windsor, What 
changes we are to hâve, will probably appear before 
she goes. Dr. Arbuthnot dines with me to day, and 
in the evening wë gO.to Kensingtoa, 



FROM CHARLES FORD, ESQ. 

. Londàtty Juty 2?, 1714'. 

ï*R A Y send me the other copy, and let us have the 
benefit of it, since you have been at the trouble of 

writirig* Unless j — # bé served against hfe 

will, it is not likely to be done at ail ; but I think 
you used to take a pleasure in good offices of that 
kind ; and I hojî>e you Would not let the cause suffet'; 
though I must own, in this partiéular, the person Whô 
has the management of it does not deserve any favour. 
Nothing being kft for me at St. Dunstan's, I sent <ô 
Barber for an answer to my last. He says, it is not 
yet restored to him ; as soon as it is, I shall have it. 
This delay begins to make me think ail ministers are 
alike ; and as soon as the Captâin is Colonel, he will 
act as his predecessors have dohe. 

♦ The blank shouW probably bs filled up with "lord trea- 
surer." N. 
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The queen goes to Windsor next Tuesday^ and we 
expect ail matters will be scttled before that time. 
We have had a report, that my. lord privy seal is to 
go out alone ; but the Jearned only laugh at it. The 
Capta in 's * friends think themselves secure ; an4 the 
ColoneFs + are so much of the same opinion^ that 
they only drihlc his health wriiîe he is yet alive. 
However it is thought he will fall easy, with a pen: 
•sion of fourthousand pounds a year, and a dukedem. 
Most of the staunch tories are pleased with the altér- 
ation : and the whimsicals prétend the cause of their 
disgust was, because the whigs were too much favourèd. 

in short, we propose very happy days to oursclves, 
as long asthis reign lasts ; and if the urtcrrtai» timor^ 

oui nature of J does not disappoint us, we have 

a very fair prospect, The Dragon and his antagonist $ 
meet every day at the cabinet. They often cat, and 
drink, and walk together, as if there was no sort of 
disagreement : and when they part, I hear they give 
one another such names, as nobody but ministers of 
state could bear, withour. cutting throats. The dukç 
of Marlborough is expccted bere every day; Dr. 
Garth says, he cornes only to drink the Bristol waters 
for a diabètes. The whigs are making great prepa* 
gâtions to. reçoive . him. R»t yesterday I was offered 
considérable odds, that not one of thosc, who go oui 
to meet him, will visit him in half a year* I durst | 
not lay, though I can hardly think it. My lord 
Marr is married to lady Frances Pierreppint ; and my 
Jtord Dorçhester, her father, is to be married next 
-week to lady Bell Bentinck. Let me know if you 

r> tp Pope's, that I may endeav.our to meet you, tbere< 
ara, 

* Bolingbroke. H, % See before, p. ço> 

t Oxford. H. \ Bolingbroke. H. 
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FROM THE SAME. 

Undon> July 24, 1714. 

We expectcd the grand affair would havc becn done 
yesterday, and now cvery body agrées it will be to 
night*. Thé bishop of London, lord Bathurst, Mr. 
Bridges, sir William Windham, and Campion, are 
named for commissioners of the treasury ; but I have 
not sufficient authority for you to depeqd upon it. 
Thcy talk of the duke of Ormond for our lord lieute- 
nant. I cannot get the pamphlet back. What shall 
I do ? I wish you would send me the other copy. 
My lord Ànglésey goes next Monday to Ireland, I 
hear he is only angry with the chancellor, and not at 
ail with the captain. 



FROM ERASMUS LEWIS, ESQ. 

• • • Wh\ubalî % Jn\y 24, 17 \*. 

I 8AW lord Harley this morning. He tëlls me, that 
hc left you horridly in the dumps. I wish you were 
herc; fof after giving a quarter of an hour's vent to 
our grief for the departure of our don Quixote t, we 
should recover ourselves, and receive consolation from 
cach other . The triumph of the enemy makes me mad, 
I feel a strange tenderness within myself, and scarce 
bear the thoughts of dating letters from this place, 

* The dismissiqn of lord Oxford. H, 

t Lord OxtoMl, \yho was just at this time dismissed from 
his employaient as first mini s ter, an l immediately sucjeeded 
ty lord Bolingbrofce. On Thursday the 2;th of the saine 
month he surrendered his staff as lord treasurer, und on thç 
3°ih lord Shrewsbury was appoimed to succeed hiro inthat 
Pffiçc. H. 
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when my old friend is out, whose fortune I have shar- 
cd for so many ycars. But fiât voluutas tua ! The 
damned thing is, we are to do. ail dirty work. We 
are to tu m out Monckton *, and I hear we are to pass 
the new commission of^the treasury. For God's sakc 
wrire to lady Nhsham, in favour of poor Thomas + f 
to préserve him from ruin. I will second it. I in- 
téhded to have writ you a longletter: but the mo, 
ment I had turned this page, I nad intelligence that 
the Dragon has broke out in a fiery passion with my 
lord chancellor Jj sworn a thousand oaths he would be 
revehged, &c. This impotent, womanish behaviour 
vexes me more than his being out. This last stroke 
shows, quantula tint hominum corpntcula. I aoi dé- 
termine a for the Bath on the second or the ninth of 
August at the farthest. 



FROM DR. ARBUTHNOT. 

DEAR BROTMER, "Juty 24-, 1714. 

I SUPPOSE you have read the account of St. Kilda. 
There is an officer there, who ia a sort of Mbunut 
flebis, whose office it is to rcpresént the grievances of 
the people to the laird of M'Leod, who is supposed to 

* Robert Monckton, one of the commitstoner* for trade and 
plantations, who had given information against Arthur Moore, 
one of his brother commissioners, fbr accepting a bribe from 
the Spansh cojirt, gfet the treaty of commente corttinued. H* 

t Mr. Thomas had bfcen secretary uadar the old commis, 
sion of the treasury ; and he wrote to the Dean, by the same 
post, for a recommendation to lady Masham, either to be con- 
tinued in the same office under the nevr cblfimiKiofiers, or to 
be considered in someother martner, bjr wayOf compensation. 
He urges a précèdent for this in the case of hh predecessor, 
•who being removed from his post of seçretary, got the olfice 
of comptroller of, the lottcries, worth çool. a year, fbr 3» 
years S ee page 46. 47. H. . 

i Lord Uarcourt. H. 



Digitized by 



LETTERS TO AND TROM DR. SWIFT. 71 

bè thcir eppressor. He is bound to contradict the laird, 
tiil he givea htm Arec strokes witb a cane over the 
head, and then he is at liberty to submir. This I 
have done» and so ha s your friend Lewis. It ha s 
been said that we and the dean were the authors of ail 
that has since happened, by keeping the dragon in, 
when there was an oifer to lay. down. I was told to 
my face, that what I said in this case went for no- 
thing; that I didnot care, if the great persorTs affaira 
went to entire ru in, so I could support the interesti 
of the Dragon ; that I did not know the half of his 
proceedings. Particularly it was said, though I am 
confident it was a mistake, that he had attempted the 
removing her from tfye fa. vqpr of a great person. In 
short, the fall of the dragon» does not proceed altoge- 
tber from hi's old friend, but from the great person, 
whoro I perceive to be highly oiFended, by littje hints 
that I have received. In short, the Dragon has been 
w ill used, and must serve upon such terms for the 
future, if be should, that I swcar I would not ad- 
vise Turk, Jew, p.or infidel, to be in that state. Corne 
up to town, and I can tell y ou more. I bave been 
but indiffèrently treated myself, by somebody at court, 
in smalj concerns, I cannot tell who it is! But mura 
for that. Adieu. 



TO THE EARL OF OXFORD.* 
MY lord, Juïy 25, 1/14» 

To MORROW sevennight I shall set out from 
hcnce to Ireland ; my license for absence being so 
neaf out, th«.t*I can stay no longer without taking 
another, I say this, that if yôu have any commands, 
I shall have just tirae enough to receive them before I 

* On bearing his intentions to r**sign his staff» D. S» 
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go. And if you resign in a few days, as I am told 
you design to do, you may possibly retire to Here* 
fordshire, where I shall readily attend you, if you 
$oon withdraw ; or, after a few months* stay in Ire* 
land, I will return at the beginning of winter, if you 
please to commaod me. I speak in the dark, becaase 
I am altogether so, and what I say may be absurd* 
You will please to % pardon me ; for, as I am wholly 
ignorant, so I have none of your composure of mind* 
I pray God Almighty direct and défend you, tic. 



FROM THE E ARL OF OXFORD. 

July 27, 1714*. 

ÏF I tell my dear friend the value I put upon hîs 
undeserved friendship, it will look like suspecting you 
or myself. Though I have had no power since July 
25, 1713 t. I behe ve now, as a private man, I may 
prevail to renew your license of absence, conditionally 
you will be présent with me \ for to morrow moming . 
I shall be a private person. When I have settled my 
dômestick affaifs here, I gp to Wimple ; thence alone, 
to Herefordshire. If I have not tired you tête a têu y 
fling away so much time upon one who loves you. j 
And I belief, in the mass of soûls, ours were placed 
near each other. I send you an imitation of Dryden, 
as I went to Kensington : 

* Endorsed, Just before the loss of hîs staff. " N* . 

+ The earl of Oxford, in hrs Brief Account of Public* Af- 
fairs, presented to the queen on the çth of June 1714, and 
published in the Report of the secret commutée, mentions, 
that he wrote a large letter, dated July 25, 1713, to lord Bo- 
Jingbroke, 4< contaïning his scheme of the queen's affaire, and 
what was necessary for lord Bolingbroke to do which letier ' 
was answeredby that lord* on the 27 th of that monta. B. 



Digitized by 



LfcîTERS TO AN'D FROM Dit. SWIFT. 75 

To serve with love, 

And shed your blood* ' 
Approved is above. 

But hère beîow, 

Th' examples show, 

'Tis fatal to be good. 



FROM ERASMUS LEWIS, ESQ. 
sîr, Whitthall) July 27, 1714. 

I HAVE yours of thc 2Sth. You judge very right ; 
it is not the going out, but the mariner, that enrages 
me* The queen has told aU the lords the reasons of 
her parting with him, <viz. " that he neglected ail bu* 
siness ; that he was seldom to be understood ; that 
when he did expia in himself, she could not dépend 
upon the truth of what he said ; that he never came to 
her at the time she appointée! ; that he often came 
drunk ; lastly, to crown ail, he behaved himself toward 
her with bad manners, indecency, and disrespect."— 
Pudet bœc opptobria nobis t tff. 

I am distfacted with the thoughts of ,thîs, and the 
pride of the conqueror*. I would give the world I 
could go out of town to morrow ; but the sécréta ry 
says I must not go till he returns, which will not be 
tîll the sixteemh of August, or perhaps the twenty- 
third; but I am in hopes I may go toward Bath the 
sixteemh. 

The runners are already employed to go to ail the 
coffèehouses» They rail to the pit of Hell. I am 
ready to bursl for want.of vent. 

The stick >is yet in his hand, because they cannot 

* Lord Bolingbroke. H. 

+ On the night of Tuesday, July 27, the day on which this 
ïetteris dated, a cabinet çouncil was held (after the earl of*. 
Cxford had resigned the *uffi which he did on that day) to 

vojl.-xvi. H 
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agrce who shall be thc new commissioners. Wç > 
suppose the blow will be given to night or to mor- 
row morning. The sterility of good and able men is 
incredible When the mat ter is over, I will wait 
up^n ■» i shefriend*. If she receives nie as usual, 
I will propose to her, that I will serve * where I do, 
provided I may be countenanced, and at full liberty 
to pay my duty to ail the Harleian family in the saine 
manner I used to do. If that is not allowed me in the 
utmost extent, consistent with my trust here, 1 will 
propose an employaient in the revenues, or to go out 
without any thing ; for I will not be debarred going 
to him. If she does not receive me as she used to do, 
I will ne ver go again. I flatter myself she will be so 
friendly as to enter into the considération of my 
private circunistances, and préserve her old goodness 
to me, 

There is no seeing the Dragon till he is out, and 
then 1 will know his thoughts about your coming to 
Brampton. I hear he goes out of towh instantly to 
Wimple, and my jady to Brampton ; that he will join 
her there, after a few days stay at Wimple. Adieu. 



FROM JL.ADT M ASHAM f. 
yrr good friend, July 1714. 

I OWN it looks unkind in me not to thank you, in 
ail this time, for your sincère kind ietter; but I was 

consult what persons tp put in commission for the mariage-, 
ment of the treasury. The number to be five. Sir William 
Wyndham, ch^ellorof the exichecjucr, was to be one : but 
they could not agrée in the choice of the othêr four. Their 
debate about the matter lasted til| near two oclock in the 
morninfc, at whicfc the queen being présent, it raised a violent 
agitation in her spirits, which attècted her head. H. 

* Lady Masharn- H- . 

i TUis lady' s iiame was HiJl. She was bedçhamberwo. 
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resolvcd to stay till I could tell you the queen had 
got so far the better of the Dragon, as to take her 
power out of his hands. lie has been the most un- 
grateful man to her, an<J to ail his best friends, that 
ever was born. I cannot have so much time now to 
write ail my mind, because m y dear mistress is not 
well, and I think I ma y la y her illness to the chargé 
of the treasurer, who, for three weeks together, wag 
teasing and vexing her without intermission ! and she 
could not get rid of him till Tuesday last *. I musc 
put you in mind of one passage in your letter to me,' 
which is, " I pray God send you wise and faithful 
friends to advise you at this time, when there are so 
great difficultés to struggle with." That is very 
plain and true ; therefore will you, who have gone 
through so much, and taken morè pains than any body, 
and given wise advicef (if that wretched man had had 
sensé enough and honesty to have taken it) ï say, 
will you leave us and go into Ireland ? No, it is 
impossible; your goodness is still the same, your 
charity and compassion for this poor lady, who has 
been barbarously used, would not let you do it. I 
know you take delight to help the distressed; and 
there cannot be a greater object than this good lady, 
who deserves pity. Pray, dear friend, stay hère ; and 
do not believe us ail alike, to throw away good ad- 
vice, and despise every body 's understanding but 
their own. I could say a great deal upon the subject, 
but I must go to her, for she is not well. This cornes 
to you by a safe hand, so that neither of us need be in 
any pain about it. x 
My lord and brother are in the country. My sister 
and girls are your humble servants. 

man to the queen, and, in conjunction with Mr. Harlcy, after- 
ward cari of Oxford, brought about the change in the miuis- 
try. H. 
• Juiyi7. N. 

H % . 
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FROM ERASMUS LEWIS, ESQ. 

«m» J*fy 29, 1714. 

Ihave yours of the 27 th. I write this in the 
, inorning, for I go in the evening to Kensington» If 
I am well receivcd, I will continue my homage ; if not, | 
thcy shall hear of me no more. Where shall I write to 
you again ? for I cannot stir from hence till the l6th ! 
of Àugust at soonest. Nothing could pleâse me more \ 
than to pass a few months with you at Abercothy *; 
but I am yet uncertain whether I shall go there at 
ail* Ail I am sure of is, that I will go out of town 
to some place for some time ; first to the Bath, for I 
cannot bear staying in this roora. I want physick to 
help my digestion of thèse things, though the 'squire f 
is kinder to me than before. I am not mortified at 
what you tell me of Mercurial'rs ; only I would 
know, whether any disrespectful conduct of mine has 
brought it upon me ; or whether it is only a gênerai 
dislike of me, because 1 am not a man of parts, or be. 
cause I am in other interests ? They would not give the 
^Dragon the least quarter, excepting only a pension* if 
he will work journeywork by the quarter. I havc 
long thought his parts decayed, and' am more of that 
opinion tnan cver. The new commission is not yet 
named. Would not the world have roared against the 
Dragon for such a thing ? Mercurialis entertained 
Stanhope, Craggs, Puheney, and Walpole. What if 
the v Dragon had done so ? The duke of Somerset dines 
to day with the fraternity at Greenwich, with Wi- 
thers. Nobody goes out with' the Dragon ; but 
many will sit very loose. Some say the new men will 

1 * In Caermarthenshire, of which county Mr. Lewis was s 
native. B. 

t William Bromlcy, esq. , secrctary of state. B. 
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be Lexington, Wyndhani, Strangeways, sir John 
Stonchouse, and Caropion. 



FROM MR. BARBER. 

peas. sir, Julj S 1 , 17 1 4. Sise at uight. 

I AM heartily sorry I should be the messenger of so 
ill news, as to tell you the queen is dead, or dying: 
if alive, it is said» she cannot live till morning. You 
may easily imagine the confusion we are ail in on thîs s 
sad occasion. 1 ha'd set out yesterday to wait on you, 
bat fbr this sad accident, and should hâve brought 
letters from lord Bolingbroke and lady Masham, to 
have prevented your going. Pray do not go, for ï 
will corne to you when I see how things stand. My 
lord Shrewsbury is made lord treasurer, and every 
thiog is jeady for the proclaiming the duke of Bruns* 
wick king of England. The parliament will sit to 
morrow, and choose a new speaker ; for sir Thomas * 
is in Wales. 

For God's sake do not go ; but either corne to Lcnw 
don, or stay till I corne to you. 



FROM ERASMUS LEWIS, ESQ. 

* Kcnùngton, Saturdqy* July 31, 1714, 

SIR, six in tbe evcning* 

At the time I am writing, the breath is said to be 
in the queen's nostrils ; but that is ail. No hope 
left of her recovery. Lord Oxford is in council ; so 
are the whigs. We expect the démise to night. 
There is a prospect, that the Elector will meet witb 

* Hanmer. H. » 
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no opp6sition ; the Frencb having no flect, nor being 
able to put one out soon. Lady Masbam did receive 
me kindly. Poor woman, I heartily pity her. Now, 
is not the Dragon born under a happy planet, to be 
out of the scrape ? Dr. Arbuthnot thinks you should 
come up. You wili not wonder if ail my country 
resolutions are in suspense. Pray come up, to see how 
thingsgo. 



FROM CHARLES FORD, ESCL 

London, Juïy 31, 1714 - 

Tbree in the Afterjioùn. 

I DO not doubt but you have heard the queen is 
dead, and perhaps we may be so unfortunate befbre 
this cornes to you ; but at présent she is alive, and 
much better than could have been expected. I am 
just come from Kensingtôn, where I have almost spent 
thèse two whole days. I am in great haste: but, tiil 
dinner cornes up, I will Write to you, and give you as 
full an account as I can of her illness. , 

Her disorder began between cight and nine yester- 
day morning. The dôctors ordered her head to be 
shaved ; and while.it was doing, she fell into a fit of 
convulsion, or as they thought an apoplexy. This 
lasted near two hours, and she was speechless, and 
showed little sign of life during that time ; but came 
to herself upon being blooded. 

As soon as she recovered, my lord Boîingbroke 
went to her, and told her the privy, council was of 
opinion, it would be for the public service to have the 
duke of Shrewsbury made lord treasurer. the imme- 
diately consented, and gave the stjifF into the duke's 
hands. The great seal was put to the patent by four 
o'clock. She continued ill the whole day. In the 
evening I spoke to Dr. Arbuthnot, and he told me 
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ht did think hcr distemper was desperate. Radcliffe 
was sent for to Carshalton about noon, by order of 
council ; bat said hc had taken physick, and could not 
corne. In ail probabil ity he had saved her life; for, 
I am told thc late lord Goyver had been often in the 
same condition with the gout in his head ; and Rad- 
cliffè kept him alive many years after *. This raorn- 

* In the account that is given of Dr. Radcliffê, in the Bio- 
graphia Britannica, it is said that the queen was 1 struck with 
death the 28th of July : that Dr. Radclilïè's name was not 
once mentioned, either by the queen or any lord of the coun- 
cil ; only that lady Masham sent to him without their know- 
ledge, two hours before the queen 's death.' In this letter 
from Mr. Ford to Dean Swift, which isdated the 3 ist of July, 
it is said, that the queen's disorder began between eight and 
nine the morning before, which was the 30th ; and that 
about noon, the sameday, Radclitfè was sent for by an order 
of council. Thèse accounts being contradictory, the reader 
will probably want some assistance to détermine what were 
thc tacts. As to the time when the queen was taken ill, Mr. 
Ford 's account is most likely to be true, as he was upon the 
spot, and in a situation which insured him the best intelli- 
gence. As to the time when thé doctor was sent for, the ac- 
count in the Biographia is manifestly false ; for if the doctor 
had been sent for only two hours before the queen's death, 
"which happened incontes tibl y on the first of August, Mr. 
Ford could not have mentioned the tact on the 3 rst of July, 
when his letter was dated. Whether Radcliffb was sent for 
by lady Masham, or by order of council, is thsrefore the only 
point to be determined. That he was generally reported to 
have been sent for by order of council, is certain ; but a letter 
is printed in the Biographia, said to have been written by the 
doctor to one of his friends, which, supposing it to begenuine, 
will prove, that the doctor maintained the contrary. On 
the fifth of August, four days after the queen's death, a 
memberof the houseofeommons, a friendof thè doctor's, who 
was also a membef, and one who always voted on the same 
side, moved, that he might be summoned to «attend in his 
place, in order to be censured for not attending on her majesty. 
Upon this occasion the doctor is said to have written the fol- 
lowing ; ^Tter to ahother of his friends . 

44 5£AR sir, Carshalton, Aug. 7, 1714. 

" I could not have thought, that so old an acquaintance, 
anj so good a iriend, as sir John always professed himsett, 
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ing, whcn 1 went thcrc before nine, they told me shc 
was just expirîng. That account continued above 
thrce hours, and a report was carriéd to town, that shc 
was actually dead- Shc was not prayed for, cven at 
her own chapel at St. James* s ; and what is more iru 
famousj stocks arose thrce fer cent* upon it in the city. 

would Juve made such a motion against me. God knows 
my will to do het majesty an y service lias ever got the start of 
jny ability ; and I havc nothing that gives megreater anxiety 
and trouble than the death of that great and glorious princes s. 
1 must do that justice to the phystcians that attended her 
in her illness, from a sight of the mcthod that was taken for her 
préservation by Dr Mead, as to déclare nothing was omitted 
for her préservation ; but the peopleabout her, the plagues of 
Egypt fall on thcm, put it out of the power of physick to 
he of any benefit to her. I know the nature of attending 
crowned heads in their last moments too well to be fond of 
vaiting upon thera, withou! being sei>t for by proper autho- 
Tity. You have heard of pardons being signed for physicians, 
before a soveteign's démise; however, ill as I was, I would 
have went to the queen in a horselitter, had either* her ma- 
jesty, or those in commission next to her, commanded me so 
to do. You may tell sir John as much; and assure him from 
me, that his zçai for her majesty will not excuse his ill usage 
of a friend, who has drank many a hundred bottles with hini ; 
and cannpt, evenafter this breach of agood understanding that 
ever was preserved between us, but have a very good esteem 
for him. I must also désire you to thank Tom Chapman for 
his speech in my behalf, sirice I hear it is the first he ever 
made, which is taken more kindly ; and to ac^uaint him, that 
I should be glad to see him at Carshalton, since I fear (for 
so the gout tells me) that we shall never more sit in the 
hou se of commons together. I am, &c . 

*' John Radcliffe." 
But whatever crédit may now be paid to this letter, or 
Jiowevcr it may now be thought to justify the doctor's re- 
fusai to attend her majesty, he became at that time so much 
the object of popular resentment, that he was apprehensive 
of being assassinated.; as appears by the following letter dU 
rected to Dr. Mcad t at Çhild's çoftèehouse in St. Paul's 
Churehyard. 

44 de a ksi*, . Car sbalton % Aug. 3^1714. 

14 1 ûive you, and yourbrother, many thanks, for thefavour 
youjlntend me to morrow ; .and if there is any other friend, 
that will be agrççabiç to you, lie shall weet with a hearty 
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Bcforc I came away, she had recovcrcd a warmth in 
her breast and one of her arms, and ail thc doctora 
agreed she would in ail probabil ity hold out till tp 
morrow, except Mead, who pronounced several hours 
before, she could not live two minutes, and seems un- 
easy it did not happen so. I did not care to talk 
much to Àrbuthnot, because I heard him cautious in 
his answers to othcr people ; but by his manner, I 
fency he does not yét absolu tcly despair. The coun- 
cii sât yesterday ail day and night, takîng it by turng 
to go out and refresh themselves. They have now 
adjourned, upon what the doctors said, till five. Laat 
night thc speaker and my lord,chief justice Parker 
were sent for, and the troops from Flanders. This 
morning the Hanoverian envoy was ordered to attend 
with the black box *, and the heralds to be in readi- 
ness to proclaim thé new kîng. Some of the whigs 
were at council yesterday, but not one failed to day ; 
and most of the members of that party, in each 
bouse, are already corne to town. If any change 
happens before the post goes out, I will send jrou 
word in a postscript ; and you may conclude her ahvc, 

welconre from me. Dinner shall be on the table at two» 
when you may be sure to find me rcady to wait upbn you* 
Nur shall I be at ai<y other time from home, because I have 
received several Ictters, which threaten me with being pu lied 
to pièces, if ever I corne to London. After. such menaces as 
thèse, it is easy to imagine, that the conversation of two such 
yery good friends is not only extremely désirable, but the en- 
joyment of it will be a great happiness and satisfaction to him» 
whois, &c. '* John Radcufpe." 

Radcliflè died on the fîrst of November the same year, 
having survived the queen just three months • and it is said, 
that the dread he had of the populace, and the want of Com- 
pany in the country village, which he did not dare to leave, 
shortened his life. He was just 64 years old. He was, bu- 
ried in St. Mary's church v Oxlord H 

* Containing the instrument nominating the persons, in 
number thirteen, to be added as lords justices to the seven 
great officers of the realm. H* . 
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if you hear no more from me, and havc no better au- 
thority than post-letters to inform you of the contrary. 
For God's sake do not think of removing from the 
place where you are, till matters are a little sewled. 
Ireland is the last retreat you ought to think of ; but 
you can never be better than you are now, till we see 
how things go # 

I had yours with the printxd pamphlet, as well as 
the other, and should have sent it away to morrow% 
Pray let me hear from you. ♦*•**+. 

Have you had ail mine ? I have failed you but one 
post (I think it was the last) for a fortnight or more.. 

Eltven at night* 
. The <jueen is something better, and the council 
again adjourned till eight in the morning. 



TO MISS VANHOMRIGH. 

Aug. 1, 1714. 

Who told you, I was goîng to Bath ? No such 
thing. I had fixed to set out to morrow for Ireland, 
but poor lord Oxford desires I will go with him to 
Herefordshire, and only expect his answer whether I 
shall go there before, or meet him hefeabouts ; or to 
Wimple, (his son's house) and so gq with him down : 
and I expect to leave this in two or three days one 
way or other. I will stay with him until the parle- 
ment meets again, if he desires it. I arn not of your 
opinion about lord Bolingbroke ; perhaps' he may get 
the staff, but I cannot rely on his love to me : he 
knew I had a mind to be historiographer, though I 
valued it not, but for the publick service, yet it is 
gone to a worthless rogue that nobody knows. I âm 
writ to earnestly by somebody to comç to town, and 

t Ijq the original six lines are here erased* N> 
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joïn with those people» now in powcr, but I will not 
àoit. Say nothmgof this, but guess the person. I 
told lord Oxford I would go with him, when he was • 
out : and now he begs it of me, and I cannot refuse' 
him. I meddie not with his faults, as he was a mi. 
nister of stafè ; but you know his personal kindness 
to me was excessive : he distinguished and chose me 
above ail other men, while he was great ; and his 
letter to me the other day was the most movinç 
imaginable. When I arn fixed any where, perhaps I 
may be so gracious to let you know, but 1 will not 
promise* Adieu. 



FROM MR. JJHN BIRCH, 

Wantage % one o'clock, 
MR. DEAN, Aug. 1, 1714. 

At twelve o'clock lord Bolingbroke's man rid 
through Wantage, to call Mr, Packer to London, the 
qucen being dead. I am confounded at the melan- 
choly news; yet çould not forbear sending it to you. 
Your truly humble servant, 

JO. BIRCH». 



FROM LORD BOLINGBROKE. 

DEAR DEAN, Aug . 3, 17H. 

THE carl.of Oxford was removed on Tuesday : the 
qween died on Sunday. What a world is this ! and . 
how does fortune baqter us ! John Earber tells me,. 

♦ Dircctcd To the reverend the Dean of St. Patrick'*, 
Ljîtcombe;" and endorsed, 44 Mr. Birch, of Wantage. Re- 
ceived half after one on Sunday atternoon, Aug. 1, 1714. 
yueca's deatfc. She diçd at seven that moruing. " H. 
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you have set ypur face toward Ireland. Pray do not 
go. I ara agàinst it. But this is nothing ; John is 
against it» Ireland will be the scène of some disorder, 
at least it will be thé scène of mortification to your 
friends. Here every thing is quiet, and will conti- 
nue so. Beside which, as prosperity divided, mis- 
fortune may perhups to some degree unité us. The 
tories seem to résolve not to be crushed ; and that is 
enough to prevént them from being so. Pope bas sent 
me a le t ter from Gay : being learhed in geography, 
he took Binfield * to be the îeady way from Hanover 
to Whitehall. Adieu. But corne to London, ii you 
stay no longer thaï} a fortnight, Ever yours, dear 
Jonathan, most sincerely. 

I have lost ail by the death of the queen, but my 
spirit ; and I protest to you, I feel that increase upon 
me» The whigs are a pack of jacobites ; that shall be 
the cry in a month, if you please. 



FROM ERASMUS LEWIS, ESQ. 

Tuesday, Aug. 3, 17H. 

I AM overwhelmed with business, and thereforc have 
only time to tell you I received yours of August the 
first, and think you should come to town, to see how 
the world goes: for ail old schemes, designs, projecrç, 
journeys, &r. are broke by the great evcnt. We are 
îll prognos'ticators. Every thing goes on with a tran- 
quillity we durst not hope for. Earl Berkeley com- 
mands the fleet. Lord Dorset compliments the king. 
The duke of Bol ton, lord lieutenant of Southampton. 
Àddison secretary to the régents. 

* A village where Mr. Pope's father lived, and whence 
several of Mr. Pope's lettcrs weie wxixten, It is in WinJet 
ibrest, and iks in Berkshire, H. 
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FROM MR. BARBER. 

honoumd sia, Aug. 3,171** 

YoU may easily imagine thc concern wc arc ail in 
on the sudden surprise ôf the queen's death. I havc 
hardly recovered it yet. Lord Bolingbrokc told me 
last Friday. that he would reconcile you to lady So- 
merset, and then it would be easy to Set you right 
with the queen, and that you should be made easy 
here, and not go over. He said twenty things in your 
favour, and commanded me to bring you up, what- 
ever was the conséquence. He said fart^er, he would 
make clear work with them. But ail vanished in a 
minute; and he is now threatened and abused every 
day by the party, who publickly rejoice, and swear 
they will turn out every tory in England. 

Enclosed you have a lettër from my lord ; he de- 
sires you would corne up, and be arry where incognito. 
xWhy not at the queen's house ? 

The earl of Berkeley is to command the fleet to ' 
fetch over the king, and the duke of Argyll is to go 
to Scotland. I send you the list of the twenty.five 
kings*. Poor lady Masham is alraost dead with 
grief* • » » » *. 

The parliament meets to-morrow, which will hîn- 
der me from coming down for three or four days ; but 
if you résolve to stay in the country farther, I will 
certainly corne down ; for I must needs see you* 
Pray favour me with a line. I am, sir, your raost 
obedient humble servant* Pray corne up. 

When my lord gave me the letter, he said, « he hoped 
you would corne up, and help to save the consti- 
tution, which, with a little good management, 
might be kept in tory hands. ' • 

* The lords oftfie regency. H. 
VOI . XVI • I 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



$6 LETTERS TO AND FROM DR. SWIF*J, 



FROM CHARLES FORD, ESQ. < . 

Londottf Aug. 5, 1714, 

I HAVE wrît to Dawson * for a license of absence 
for you ; but y ou know y ou must take the oaths in 
Ireland within three months. There are a great many 
here in the same circumstances : and in ail probabi- 
lity, some of them will désire an act of parliament to 
have leave to do it here. In that case, it will be no 
difficult matter to have you included. Mr. Lewis 
tells me, hé wrote to you to corne up to town, and I 
see no reason why you should not. Ail matters go on 
very quiet, and we are not apprehensive of any dis- 
turbances. Stocks never rose so much in so few days. 
This is imputed to the hatred of the old treasurer, 
and the popularity of the new one. The whigs were 
not in council when he was recommended. Lord Bo- 
lingbroke propcsed it there, ;:s wcll as to the queen ; and 
I hope they two are upon very good tenus, thoagh Mr. 
Lewis seems positive of the contrary. I never heard 
of any pique the duke had to him, but that he was to 
be chief minister: and that beingat an end, why may 
not thçy be reconciled ? The Dragon was thought to 
$how more joy upon proclaiming the king, than was 
consistent with the obligations he had received from, 

« . He was hissed ail the way by the mob, and 

aiome of them threw halters into his coach. This 
was not the effect of party ; for the duke of Ormond 
was huzzaed throughout the whoîe city, and was fol- 
lowed by a vast crowd to his own house, though h« 
uscd ail possible endeavours to prevent it. There wa$ 

* Joseph Dawson, esq. secretary to the lords justices, of 
Ireland. He built a very fine house in a street i alied by his 
own namc, whiçb is oqw the ipansion house oï the lord major 
*f Dublin. S, 
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5n attempt to affront thc captain in the cavalcade, but 
it did not succeed ; and though a few hissed, the ac- 
clamations immediatcly drowned the noise. Not a 
single man showed the least respect to the colonel ; 
and last night my lord Bingley * was beaten by mis» 
take, coming out of his house. I doubt he has dis* 
obliged both sides so much, that neither will ever own 
him ; and his eneraies tell stories of hiro, that I shall 
not believe till I find you allow thero. 
The lords justices made a speech to the parliament 

; to-day. If it cornes otft time enough, I will send it 
you; but I hear it only contains their proceedings 
upon the qucen's death ; that they have yet received 
no directions from the king, and to désire the com- 
môns tô continue the funds, which are expired. I am 
told our régents are already divided into four parties* 
The greatest use they have made yet of their power> 
is to appoint my lord Berkeley to commând the fleet 
which is to bring over the king, and to make the 
duke of Bolton lord lieutenant of Hampshire. 

I send you a Gazette +, though I am ashamed to 

I have it seen. I had writ a great deal more of the 
queen's illness, an account of her birth, &c. but I 
could not find out Mr. Lewis, and had nobody to 
consul t with, and therefore chose rather to say too 
little, than any thing I doubted might be improper. 
Yesterday the duke of Marlborough made his publick 
entry through the clty : first, came about two hun- 
drea horsemen, three in a row, then a company of 
trainbands, with drums, tsfr. his own chariot with 
himself and his duchess. Then my duchess followed 
by sixteen coaches with six horses, and between thirty 
and forty with two horses. There was no great mob 
when he passed through the Pallmall, but there was 

* Who had heen appointée! ambassador extraordtnary to the 
court of S pain, in the room of lord Lexington, in December 
1713. N. 

t He was gazetteer. H. 

1 2 
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in thc cit y : and he was hissed by more than huzzaed. 
At Templebar, I am assured, the noiie of hissing was 
loudest, thoûgh they had prepared tbeir friends to re* 
ceive him, and the gathering of othera was only acci. 
dental. You may guess how great a favourite he is, 
by some old stor ies of his behaviour at the camp, when 
■ was there, and afterward at Hanover ; and by 

the share he and his family have in the regency. But 
to be sure, this discreet action will endear him more 
than any subject in England. We had bonfires, 
at night. From the list of lords justices, and some 
other things, we imagine to ourselves there will not 
be many changes ; but that the vacancies for some 
time will be fifled up with whîgs. 

What 1 blotted out in my last, was something that 
passed between the Captain* and Barber, relating to 
you. After I had writ, they told me ail letters would 
be opened, which made me blot out that passage. 
Barber says, he gave you some account of it, though 
not a full one. 1 really believe lord Bolingbroke 
was very sincère in tbe professions he made to you, 
and he could have done any thing. No minister was 
ever in that height of favour ; and lady Masham was 
at least in as much crédit, as she had been in any 
time of her life. But thèse are melancholy réfections. 
Pray send me yonr poem +. Hoc erat % Sec. or bring 
it up y ourself. Barber told me, he had been several 
hours with the Captain, upon a thing that should 
bave corne out, but was now at an end £• He did not 
tell what it was ; and I would not aslc many questions, 
for fear of giving him suspicion. 

* Lord Bolingbroke. N. 

+ Swift 's imitation of part of the sîxth satire cf the second 
hook of Horace* 

1 often wish'd, that I had clear, 

For life, six hundred pounds a ycar, ôfc. H. 

t «« FreeThouthts." See the note in a former letter, N. 



Digitized by 



LETTEES TO AND FROM DR. SWIFT. 89 



FROM ERASMUS LEWIS, ESQ. 

SU, , Whttthall, Augustin 1714. 

ÎT is true you have nothing to do hcre ; but what 
h ave you to do any where else till you go to Ireland, 
where you must indeed be before three months end, in 
order to cjualify yourself ? The law requires it, as 
much as if your deanery was but now conferred upon 
you. 

Arbuthnot is removed to Chelsea, and will settle 
there. The town fills every moment. We are as full 
in the house of commons as at any time. We are ga. " 
ping and staring to see who is to rule us, The whigs 
think they shall engross ail. We think we shall have 
our share. In the mean time we have no division at 
council, or in parliament. I sent twiceto Kensington 
to inquire after lady Masham's health. Next week I 
will go to see her, and will keep up my acquaintance, 
in ail events, if she thinks fit. I doubt sne and her 
sister are not perfectly easy in their affairs ; but you 
forgot one who is worse than either, that is Mrs. Hill, " 
who has not a sous. I will stay hère till our commis- 
sion is either renewed to us, or given to another. \ 
am yours, &c. 



TO LADY MA5HAM. 

/ 

M ADAM, AllgUit 7 9 1714. 

I HAD the honour of a letter from your ladyship a 
week ago ; and, the day after, came the unfprtunate 
news of the queen's death, which made it altogether 
unseasonable, as perhaps it may be still, to give your 
ladyship this kind of trouble. Although my concern 
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be as great as that of any other good subject, for the 
loss of so excellent a princess ; yet I can assure you, 
madam, it is little to what I suflèr upon your kdy- 
shÎD's particular account. As you excel in the several 
dunes of a tender mother, a true friend, and a loving 
wife ; so you have been the best and most faithful ser- 
vant to your roistress, that aver any sovereign had. 
And although you have not been rewarded suitably 
your merits, I doubt not but God will make 4t up to 
you in another life, and to your children and posterity 
in this. I cannot go about to comfort your ladyship 
in your great affliction, otherwise than by begging you 
to make use of your own piety, and yourown wisdom, 
of both which you have so great a share. You are no 
longer a servant ; but you are still a wife, a mother, 
and a friend; and you are bound in conscience to take 
care of your health, in order to acquit youself of thèse, 
duties, as well as you did of the other, which is now 
at an end. 

I pray God to support your ladyship, under so great 
a share of load, in this gênerai calamity : and remain, 
with the greatest respect and truth, madam, 

Your ladyship's most obedient 

and most obliged servant. 

I most heartily thank your ladyship for the favourable 
expressions and intentions in your letter, written at 
a time when you were at the height of favour and 
power. * - 1 



TO LORD BOLINGBROKE. 

MY LORD, AugUSt J* 17 H» 

I HAD yours of the thîrd ; andour country post is 
so ordered, that 1 could acknowledge it no sooner. It 
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}s true, my lord, the events of fivc days hst week 
might furnish moral s for another volume of Seneca. As 
to my .lord Oxford, I told him freely my opinion be- * 
fore I left the town, that he ought toresign at the end 
of the session. I said the same thing aften to your 
lordship and my lady Masham, although you seemed 
to think otherwise, for some reasons ; and said so to 
him one afternoon, whcn I met you there with my 
lord chancellor. But, I remember, one of the last 
nights I saw him (it was at lady Masham* s lodgïngs) 
I said to him, " That, upon the foot your lordship 
and he then were, it was impossible you could serve 
together two months :" and, I think, I was just .a ' 
week out in my calcula tion. I am only sorry, that 
it was not a résignation, rather than a removal ; be- 
cause the personai kindness and distinction I always 
received from his lordship and you, gavemesucha 
love for you both (if you great men will allow that 
expression in a little one) that I resolved to préserve 
it entire, however you difFered between yourselves ; 
and in this I did, for some time, follow your commands 
and example. I impute it more to the candour of each 
of you, than to my own conduct, that having been, 
for two years, almost the only man who went between 
you, I ne ver observed the least altération in either of 
your countenances toward me. I will swear for no 
man 's sincerity, much less for that of a minister of 
state : but thus much I have said, wherever it was pro- 
per, that your lordship's proposais were always the 
fairest in the world, and I faithfully delivered them as 
I was empowered : and although I am no very skilful 
man at intrigue, y et I durst torfeit my head, thajt if 
the case were mine, I çould have either agreed with 
you, or put you dans 'votre tort. When I saw ail 
reconciliation impracticable, I thought fit to retire; 
and was resolved, for some reasons (not to be mention- 
edat this distance) to have nothing to do with whom- 
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cvcr was to be last in. For either I should not bt 
nccded, or not be made use of. And let the case be 
* what it would, I had rather be out of the way. Ail I 
pretended was, to speak my thoughts freely, to repre- 
tent persons and things without any mingle of my own 
interest or passions, and soroetimës to roake use of 
an evil instrument, which was likely to cost me dear, 
even from those for whose service it was employed. 
I did believe there would be no farther occasion for 
me, upon any of those accounts. Besides, I had so ill 
an opinion of the qneeh's hcalth, that I was confident 
you had not a quarter of time lefc for thé work you had 
to do ; having let slip the opportunity of cultivating 
those dispositions she had got after her sickness at 
Windsor. I never left pressing my lord Oxford with 
the utmost earnestness (and perhaps more than became 
me) that we might be put in such a condition, as not 
to lie at mercy on this great cvent : ând I am your 
lordsbip's witness, that you baye nothing to answer 
for in that matter. I will, for once, talk in my trade, 
and tell you, that I never saw any thing more resem-* 
ble our proceedings, than a man of fourscore, or in a 
deep consumption, going on in his sins, although his 
' phy sician assured him he could not live a week. Thosç 
wonderful refinements, of keeping men in expectation, 
and not letting your friends be too strong, might be 
proper in their season — Sed totnc non erat bit locus. 
JBesides, you kept your bread and butter till it was too 
s taie for any body to care for it. Thus your machine 
of four years modelling is dashed to pièces in a mo- 
ment : and, as well by the choice of the régents as by 
their proceedings, I do not find therc is any intention 
of managing you in the least. The whole nineteen * 

* On the démise of the queen, the following were lords of 
the regency, unril the arrivai of George I. from Hanover: 
archbishop Teni&on ; lord Harcourt, lord chancellor ; the 
duke of Buckinglum, président of the counçil ; the duke of 



Digitized by 



LETTERS TO Alf» FROM DR. SWIFT. 93 

consiat either of the highest partymen, or (which 
smghtily mends the matter) of sach who left ui upon 
the «abject of the peace, and afiêctcd jealousies about 
the succession, lt might reasonably be expected, 
that this quiet possession might convince the successor 
of the good dispositions of the church party toward 
hîm ; and I evef thought there was a mighty failure 
somewhere or other, that this could not hâve beert 
jdone in the quecn's life. But this is too much for 
what is past ; and yet, whoever observed and disliked 
the causes, has some title to quarrel with the effects. 
As to whatis to corne, your lordship is in the prime of 
your years, plein des esprits qui fournissent les espérances . 
and y ou are now açain to act that part (thoueh in ano- 
ther assembly) which you formerly discharged so much 
to your own honour and the adyantage or your cause. 
You set out with the wind and tide against you ; yet, 
at last, arrived at your po,rt, from whence you are 
now driven back into open sea again. But, not to 
involve myself in an allegory, I doubt whether, after 
this disappointment, you can go on with the same vi- 
gour you did in your more early youth. Expérience, 
which has added to your wisdom, has lessoned your 
resolution* You are now a gênerai, who, after many 
victories, have lost a battle, and have not the same 
confidence in yourself or your troops. Your fellow 
labourers bave either made their fortunes, or are past 

Shrewsbtiry, lord lieutenant of ïreland, and lord tiigh trea- 
•surer of England ; the earl of Partmouth, loxd privy seal ; 
theearlof Straflbrd, first lord commissioner of the admiralty ; 
and sir Thomas Parker, lord chief justice of the king's bench > , 
who were appointed by act of parliament. To which thé 
elector of Hanover was pleased to add the following ; the 
archbishop of York, the dukes of Somerset, Bolton, Devon- 
shire, Kent, Argyll, Montrose, and Roxburgh ; the earls of 
Pembroke, Anglesea, Carlisle, Nottingham, Abingdon, Scar- 
borough, aod Orford; lordViscount Townshend, lord Halifax» 
and lord Cowper. N. 
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them, or will go over to seek thcm on the otfie* 

sidc. : Yet, after ail, and to résume a little courage ; 

to be at the head of the chùrch interest is no mean sta- 
tion ; and that, as I take it, is now in your lordship's 
power. In order to which, I could heartily wish foc 
thar union you mention ; because, I need not tell you, 
that some are more dexterous at pulling down their 
enemies than, We have certainly more heads and 
hands than our adversaries ; but, it must be confessed, 
they have st ronger shoulders and better hearts. I oniy 
doubt my friends, the rabble, are at least grown trim- 
mers ; and that, setting up the cry of " trade and 
(i wool," against (S Sacheverell and the church," has 
cooled their zeal. I take it for granted, there will be 
a new parliament against winter ; and if they will re- 
tain me on the other side as their counsellor, I will 
engage them a majority. Eut, since it is possible I 
may not be so far in their good grâces, if your lord- 
ship thinks my service may be of any use in this new 
world, I will be ready to attend you by the beginning 
of winter. For the misfortune is, that I must go to 
Ireland to take the oaths* : which I never reflected 
on till I had notice from some friends in London : and 
the sooner I go the better, to prevent accidents ; for 
I would not willingly want a favour at présent. * I 
think to set out in a few days, but not before your 



I cannot conclude without ofFering my humblest thanks 
and acknowledgments, for your lordship's kind inten- 
tions toward me (if this accident had not happened) of 
which I received some gênerai hints.— I pray God 
direct your lordship : and I désire you will believe 
me to be what I a m, with the utmost truth and re- 
spect, 



lordship's commands 




Your lordship's most obedient, &c 9 



* See hereafter, p 98. N. 
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TO ARCHDEACON WALLS. 

Letcombe, Aug. 8, 1714. 

IF I had but fixed a wcck sooner for my journey to x 
Ireland, I should have avoided twenty inconvenien- 
cies that have since happened to me, and been with 
you the time I am now writing. Upon the earl of 
Oxford s removal, he desired I would go with him 
into Herefordshire, which I consented to, and wrote 
you word of it, desiring you would renew my license 
of absence at the end of this month, for I think it 
thcn expires. Two days after, I had earnest invitation 
firom those in power, to go up to town, and assist them 
in their new ministry; which I resolved to excuse ; 
but, before 1 could write, news came of the queen's 
death, and ail our schemes broke to shatters. I am 
told I must take the oaths in Ireland in three months ; 
and I think it is bétter travelling now than later ; and 
although I am earnestly pressed by our broken leaders 
to corne up to town, I shall not do it ; but hope to set 
out on the sixteenth instant toward Ireland, and if it 
plcase God, be with you in nine or ten days after this 
cornes to y our hands. However, let my license be 
renewed before it expires. 1 think I answered yours 
in my last. I leave ail things entirely to you and Mr, 
Forbes. My service to gossip Doll, goody Stoyte 
and Martha, and Mr. Manley andlady. Mr. Man- 
ley is, I believe, now secure in his post ; and it will 
be my turn to solicit favours fromhim, I have taken 
up Mr. Fetherston's money, to pay some debts in 
tondon. I désire you will pay him fifty pounds, with 
the usual exchange, at twenty days sight 9 or later, if 
il be inconvénient. 
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FROM ERASMUS LEWIS, ESQ. 

; Whitehally Aug. 10, 1?14. 

I NEVER dlffèred from y ou in opinion in any point 
30 much, as in your proposai to accommodàte matters 
between the Dragon and his quoniam friends. I will 
ventore to go sofar with y ou, as to say hc contributed 
to his own disgrâce, by his petitesses, more than they 
did, or ever had it in their power to do* But since 
they would admit of no terms of accommodation/ when 
he offèred to serve them in their own way, I had ra- 
ther sce his dead carcase, than that he should now 
tamely submit to those, who hâve loaded him with ail 
the obloquy malice could suggest,- and tongues utter. 
Have not Chartres *, Brinsden +, and ail the runners, 
been employedtocall himdog, villain, sot, and worth- 
less ? And shall he, after this, join them ? To what 

end ? I have great tenderness ior lady j, and 

think her best way is to retire and enjoy the comfbrts 
of a domestick lire. But sure the earthhas not produced 
such monsters as Mercurialis §, and his companion |), 
and the prelate f . The last openly avows he ne ver 
had obligation to the dragon, and loads him with ten 
thousand crimes ; though his greatest, in reality, was 
preferring him. But to corne out of this rant ; What 
should they be friends for ? Cm bono ? Are we in a 

* The Infamous colonel Chartres. H. 

+ He iè said,.by Mr. Boyer, in Political State, vol. III. 
for Jan. 1711-12, p. 52, to have been anoculist, and a private 
agent of lord "Bolingbroke ; and to have been employed by the 
government, in Jan. 1711-12, to attend on prince Eugène* 
when his highness arrived in Ehgland, in the beginning of 
thatmonth. B. 

X Masham.' H. % Lord Bolingbroke. H. 

Il Probably the lord cttancellor Harcourt. B. 

ï The bishop of Rochester, H. 
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dream ? Is thc qucen alivc again ? Can the lady # hcre- 
afrcr make any figure, but a persona mata in a drama ? 
If the dragon déclares against the man of mercury, he 
may strike in with the ttrtium qutd, that will proba- 
bly arise ; but with him he can ncvcr be otherwise 
than spurned and hated. The natural resuit of this is, 
that howcver I may, for my privatc satisfaction,, de- 
sire to see you here, I cannot but think y ou should go 
to Ireland to qualify yourself, and then return hither, 
when the chaos will be jumbled into some kind of 
order. If thc king kceps somé tories in employment, 
the notion of whig and tory will be lost ; but that 
of court andcountry will arise +. Theregency has de- 
clared in favour of the whigs in Ireland. I believe 
Mr. Thomas will stand his ground. We shall be dis. 
solved as soon as we have settled the civil list. We 
have no appearance that any attempt will be formed by 
the pretenaer. 



FROM LORD BOLINGBROKE. 

I SWEAR I did not imagine, that you could have 
held dut through two pages, even of sraall paper, in 
so grave a style. Yoûr state of late passages is right 
enough. I reflect upon them with indignation, and 
shall never forgive myself for having trusted so long 
to so much real pride, and awkward humility ; to an 
air of such familiar friendship, and a heart so void of 
ail tenderness ; to such a temper of engrossing business 
and power, and so perfect an incapacity to manage 

* Lady Masham. H. 

+ This is a remarkable prédiction, which we have seen ful- 
filled. H. 

VOL. XVI* K 
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one, with such a tyranniçal disposition to abuse, the 
other, &c *. - , 

But enough of this, I cannot load him as knave, 
without fixing fool on myself. 

For you I have a most sincère and warm affection, 
and in every part of my life will shew it. Go into 
Ireland, since it must be so, to swear +, and corne 
back into Britain to bless : to bless me, and those few 
friends who will enjoy you. 

Johannes Tamor \ brings you this. From him you 
willhearwhat is doing. Adieu, love me, and love 
me the better, because after a greater blow than most 
men ever felt, I keep up my spirit; am neither de- 
jected at what has passed, nor apprehensiVe at what 
(S (0 corne, Meâ <virtute me involvo. 



FROM CHARLES FORD, ESQ. 

Londoriy Aug. 12, 1714, 

OUR justices sit several hours every day, without 
afïbrding us the least news. Ldo not^iear any fhing 
they have done worth mentioning, except some orders 
they have given about the dispute in the city of Dub* 
lin. You may be sure they are not such as will 
please our friends ; but I think you and I agreed in 
condemning those proceçdings in our own people. My 
lord Derby is made lord lieutenant of Lancashire.That 
and Hampshire are the only vacant employments 
they have filled up ; I suppose, under pretence of their 
being maritime countiçs. If the whigs had direçted 

* Hc means lord Oxford. H. 

+ That is, to take the oaths to the government on kû>g 
Ceorre' s accession to the thronç. See p. 94. B," 
$ John Barber. H* 
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the list of régents* ' Marlborough, Sunderland and 
Whartonhad not been left out. .There arc five tories 
too, that would nothave been in. Though they were a 
little whimsical for three or four days about the succes- 
sion, they seèmed to recant, ând own themselves in an 
errour by the later votes. Every one of them approved 
the peace, and were for the address at the end of the 
last session, that it was safe, honourable and advanta- 
geous. Considering what ministers were employed 
here by the court ot Hanover, and that the king him- 
self had little information but what he received from 
them, I tjiink his list shows no ill disposition to the 
tories : and they say he is not apt to bc hasty in remo- 
ving the persons he finds in employment. The bill is 
brought in for granting him' the old doties for the 
civil list. One Wykes *, of Northampton, moved to 
tack the place bill to it ; but nobody seconded him, 
ând he was extremely laughed at. He happens unluckily 
to be a tory. 

Did you receive your papers last post ? The first 
copy t is. not yet left at St. Duristan's J. Should I 
send tô Barber for it in Bolingbrokc's name ? I have 
writ to him to bring in his bill, and as soon as he 
cornes I will pay him. I suppose I shall sée him to- 
morrow. I wish you a good journey to Ireland. But 
if I hear Saturday's post cornes into Wantage on Sun- 
day, I may trouble you again. Pray let me know 
whén you land in Ireland, that I may write to you, if 
any thing happens worth while. I shall be very impa- 
tient for what you promise me from thence. I should 
be vçry glad to hear from you while you are on the 
road. 

» William Wykes, M. P. for Northampton in two par- 
liaments, 17 13 and 1714. N. 

+ The first draught of the " Free Thoughts.'» See the 
notes on so/ne preceding letters. N. 

J The cofïee-house so called. N. 

K2 
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Lord Anglesey came to town last Tuesday. Thcy 
are ail herc now, except Pembroke and Strafford. 

Charles Eversfield * is making his court to the 
dukes of Somerset and Argyll : he déclares he will 
keep his place, if he can, and that he will not stir for 
Campion's élection in the county of Sussex. Carapion 
and he have had some high words upon that account. 
Lord Orford told the commissioners of the admiralty, 
theywere ignorant, négligent oftheirduty, and want. 
ed zeal for the king's service. 



FROM DR. ARBUTHNOT. 

MY DBAR FRIEND, Aug* 12, 1714. 

I THANK you 'for your kind letter, which is very 
comfortable upon such a melancholy occasion. My 
dear mistress's days were numbered even in my imagi- 
nation, and could not exceed such certain limits ; but 
of that small number a great deal was eut off by the 
last troublesome scène of fhis contention among her 
servants. I believe sleep was ne ver more welcome to 
a weary traveller, than death was to her ; only it sur- 
prised her too suddenly before she had signed her will ; 
which, no doubt, her being involved in so much busi- 
ness hindered her from finishing. It was unfortunate, 
that she had been persuaded, as is supposed by 
Lowndes, that it was necessary.to have it under the 
great seal. I have figured to myself ail this raelan- 
choly scène ; and even, if it be possible, worse than 
it has hanpened twenty times ; so that I was prepared 
for it. M y case is not half so déplorable as poor lady 
Masham's, and several of the queen's servants; some 
of whom have no chance for their bread but the genc* 

* Member for Horsham. N. 
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rosity of his. présent majesty, which several people, 
that know him, very much coramend. So far îs plain 
from what is happened in publick afFâirs, that what 
one party afErmed of the settlement has proved' true, 
and that it was firm : that it was in some measure an 
advantage to the successor not to have been here, and 
so obliged to déclare himself in several things>, in 
which he is now at liberty. And indeed never any 
prince in this respect came to the crown with greater 
advantage. I can assure you the peaceable scène that 
now appears, is a disappointraent to more than one set 
of people. 

I have an opportùnity calmly and philosophically to 
consider that treasure of vileness and baseness, that I 
always believed to be in the heart of man ; and to be- 
hold them exert their insolence and. baseness : every 
new instance, instead of sur pris ing and grieving me, 
as it does some of my friends, really diverts me, and 
in a manner improves my theory. Though I think I 
have not met with it in my own case, except from one 
man. And be was very far mistaken, for to him I 
would riot abate one grain of my proud spirit. Dcar 
friend, the last sentence of your letter quite kills me. 
Never repeat that melancholy tende r word, that you 
will endeavour to forget me. I am sure I never can 
forget you, till I meet with {what is impossible) 
another, whose conversation I can delight so much in 
as Dr. Swift's ; and yet that is the smallest thing I 
ought to value you for. That hearty sincère friend- 
ship, that plain and open ingenuity in ail your com- 
merce, is what I am sure I never can find in another. 
Alas ! I sball want often a faithful monitor, one that 
would vindicate me behind my.back, and tell me my 
faults to my face. God knows I write thip with tears 
in my eyes. Yet do not be pbstinate, but corne up 
fora little time to London > ' 
we may concert a manner rf correspondence wherever 
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We are. I have a letter from Gay just bcfore tltf 
queen's death. Is he not a true poet, no had not 
one of his own books to give to the princes^ that asked 
for one ? 



TO MISS VANHOMRIGH. 

Aug.l^ l7Ué 

I HAD your lettef last post, and befbre you om send 
me another, I shall set out for Ireland. I must go and 
take the oaths ; and the sooner the better. If you are 
in Ireland when I am there, I shall see you very sel- 
dom. It is not a place for any freedom ; but it is 
where every thing is known in a week, and magnified 
a hundred degrees. Thèse are rigotouslaws that must 
be passed through : but it is probable we may meet 
in London in winter ; or i£ not, leave ail îofate, that 
seldom cornes to humour our inclinations* I say ail this 
out of the perfect esteem and friendship I have for you. 
Thèse publick misfortunes have altered ail mymea sures, 
and broke my spirits* God Almighty bless you. I 
shalli I hope, be on horseback. in a day after this 
cornes to your hand. I would not answeryour ques- 
tions for a million : nor can I think of them with any 
ease of mind. Adieu. 



FROM CHARLES FQRD, ESQ. 

Aug. 14/ 17U* 4 

I HOPE^you difl not pay the two shillings for post- 

* On the back of this lester is the folio wing note of the 
Dean. " Mémorandum* 1 ieft Letcoihbe, Aug. i6,- 1714, in 
order. to Ireland." H* 
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fige. If you did, pray send inc thc cover, that I may 
mquire imo the meaning of it. 

I suppose you expect news upon Cragg's return from 
Hanover ; but I do not hear a word more than what 
you have in the lords justices speech. Yesterday 
morningafter he came, the whigs looked dejecttd, 
and our friends vcry much pleased ; though I do not 
know any reason for either, unless it was expected by 
both sides, that he would have brought orders for al- 
térations» It seems the Dragon's entertainment was 
on a family account, upon the agreement between lord 
Harley and lord Pelham ; and only those,. who were 
concerned in their afFairs, were invited. But slighter 
grounds would have served to raise a story at this 
lime ; and it was sufficient, that my lord Townshend 
and lord Cowper dined at his house. However, we 
look upon him as lost to our side ; and he has certainly 
made advances of civility to the whigs,, which they 
have returned with the utmost contempt. I am told 
Dismal * begihs to déclare for his old friends, and pro- 
tests he was really afraid for the protestant succession, 
which made him act in the manner *he did. The fo- 
reign peers are certainly deprived of their rîght of 
Voting by the express words of the act of succession ; 
and it appears it was the intention of the législature at 
that-time, for prince George of Denmark was excepted 
by name ; but it is thought the lords will interpret it 
otherwise, when it cornes to be tried. They do not lose 
the other privilèges of peerage, and their posterity born 
hère may sit in the house. The same clause extends to 
the house of commons ; and no foreigner can enjoy any 
employment, civil or military. They may be favour. 
able to the lords, who are ail whigs ; but I doubt poor 
Duke Disney will lose his régiment. I suppose Bar- 
ber has given you ( an account of lord Bolingbroke's 
pamphlet. If you and he are not corne to an éclair- 

* The earl of Nottingham. H. 
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cissement upon it, shall I scnd to htm for it ? I long 
for thc other. Yesterday thc commons voted nemine 
ton. to pay the Hanover troops, that dcserted us in 
1712. Today sir William Wyndham, Campion, 
and two or three more, gave some opposition to it ; 
for which they are extremely blamed. I think they 
had acted right, if they had spokeagainst it yesterday ; 
but it seems they were not then in the house. They 
had not strength enough to day to corne to a division. 

Once more I wish you a good journey, and a quick 
retorn ; and I hope you will find things go better than 
you expect. 



FRQM MR. GAY TO DR. ARBUTHNOT, 
OR THE DRAN OF ST. PATRICK'S. 

Hanover, Aug. l6, 1714. 

You remember, I suppose, that I was to write you 
abundance of lettèrs from Hanover ; but as one of the 
most distinguishing qualities of a politician is secrecy, 
you must not expect from me any arcanas of state. 
There is another thing, that is necessary to establish 
the character ofa politician ; wlrich is, to seem always 
to be full of affairs of state ; to know the consultations 
of the cabinet council, when at the same time ail his 
politicks are collected from newspapers. Which of 
thèse two causes my secrecy is owing to, I ieave you 
to détermine. There is yet one thing more, that is 
extremely necessary for a foreign minister, which he 
can no more be without, than an artisan without his 
tools ; I mean the terms of his art. I call it an art or 
a science, because I think the king of France has estab- 
lished an academy to instruct the young Machiavelians 
of his country in the deep and profound science of poli- 
ticks. To- the end that I roight be qualified for an 

4 
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employaient of this nature, and not only bc qualified 
myself, but (to speak in the style of Sir John Falstaft) 
be the cause of qualifications ta others, I have made }t 
my business to read memoirs, treaties, Éff c . And as 
a dictionary of law terms is thought tiecessary for young 
beginners ; so I thought a dictionary of terms of state 
would be no less useful for young politicians. The 
terms of politicks being not so numerous as to swell 
into a volume, espectally in time of peace, (for in 
rime of war ail the terms of fortification are included) I 
thought fît to extract them in the same manner, for the 
benefit of young practitioners, as a famous author has 
compiled his learned treatise of the law, called the 
Doctor and Student. I have not made any great pro- 
gress in this pièce ; but, however, I will just give you 
a spécimen of it, whkh will make you in the same 
raanner a judge of the design and nature of this trea- 
tise. 

Pollticïan. What are the necessary tools for a 
prince to work with ? 

Student. ' Ministers of state. 

Pollticïan. What are the two great qualities of a 
ministerof state? 

Student. Secrecy and dispatch. 

Politlclan. Into how many parts are the ministers 
of state divided l 

Student. Into two. First, ministers of state at 
home ; secondly, ministers of state abroad, who are 
called foreign ministers. 

Pollticïan. Very right. Now as I design you for 
the latter of thèse employments, I shall wave saying - 
any thing of the first of thèse. What are the différent 
degrees of foreign ministers ? 

Student. The diffèrent degrees of foreign ministers 
are as follow : firsr, plenipotentiaries ; second, emw 
bassadors extraordinary ; third, embassadors in ordi- 
nary ; fourth, envoya extraordinary ; fifth, envoya in 
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ordinary; sixth, résidents; seventh, consuls; and 
eightb, sécréta ries. 

Poltùcian. How is a foreign minister to be known ? 

Student. By his credentials. 

PolUictan. When are a foreign minister's creden- 
tials to be delîvered ? 

Student* Upon his first admission into the présence 
of the prince, to whom he is sent, otherwise called his • 
first audience. 

Polit ici an. How many kind of audiences are there ? 

Student. Two, whicji are called a publick audi- 
ence, and a private audience. 

Politician. What should a foreign minister's beha- 
viour.be when he has his first audience ? 

Student. He should bow profoundly, speak delibe- 
rately, and wear both sides of his long periwig be- 
fore, &c. 

By thèse few questions and answers you may be able 
to make some judgment of the usefulness of this poli- 
tick treatise. Wicquefort, it is true, can never be 
sufficiently admired for his élabora te treatise of the 
conduct of an erabassador in ail his negotiations : but I 
design this only as a compendîum, or the embassador's 
manual, or *vade mecum. 

I have writ so far of this letter, and do not know 
who to send it to ; but I have now determined tosend 
it, either to Dr. Arbuthnot, the dean of St. Patrick's, 
or to both. My lord Clarendon is very much approved 
of at court, and I belîeve is not dissatisfied with his 
réception. We have not much variety of diversions: 
what we did yesterday and to day we shall do to mor- 
row : which is, to go to court, and walk in the gar- 
dens at Herenhausen. If I write any more, my letter 
'will be just iike my diversions, the same thing over 
and over again. So, sirs, 

Your most obliged humble servant, 

J.GAY. 
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I would hâve writ this lctter over again, but I had 
not time. Correct ail my errata. 



FROM DR. ARBUTHNOT TO MR. POPE. 

, Londoity Sept, 7 > 1714» 

I am extremely obliged to y ou for taking notice of a 
poor old dîstressed courtier, commonly the most despi- 
sable thing in the world. This blow has so roused 
Scriblerus that he has recovered his sensés, and thinks 
and talks like other men. From being frolicksome and 
gay, he is turned grave and morose* His lucubra- 
tioiwlie neglected among old news-papers, cases, péti- 
tions, and abundance of unanswerabîe letters. I wish 
to God they Jiad been among the papers of a noble 
lord sealed up ; then might Scribleru^have passed for 
pretender, and it would have been a most excellent 
and laborious work for the Flying Post, or some such 
author, to have allegorized ail nis advenrurcs into a 
plot, and found out mysteries somevvhat lif;e the Key 
to the Lock. Mavtin's office is now the second door 
to the left hand in Dover-street, where he will be ' 
glad toseë Dr. Pârnell, Mr. Pope, and his old friands ? 
to whom he can still a'fford a half pint of Claret. It 
is with some plèasure that he contemplâtes the wôrld 
still busy,' and ail mankind at work for. him. I have 
seen a letter from dean Swift ; he keeps np his noble 
spirit ; and though like a man knocked down, y ou 
roay behold him still with a stem countenance, and 
aiming a blow at his adversaries. I will add no 
more, being in haste ; only, that I wil! never forgive 
you, if you cannot use my aforesaid house in Dover- 
street, with the same freedom you did thaj in St. 
James's ; for as our friendship was not begun upon the 
Klation of a çoartier, so I Jiope it wiU-not end with u 
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I wiH always be proud to bc reckoned amongst the 
number of your friends and humble servants. 



TO LORD BOLINGBROKE. 

MYLO&D, Dublin, Sept. 14, 1714. 

I HOPE your lordship, who were always so kind to 
me while you were a servant, will not forget me now 
in your greatness. I give you this caution, because 
I really believe you wilfbeapt to be exalted in your 
new station of retirement, which was the only honour- 
able post that those who gave it you were capable of 
conferring. And as, in other employments, the cir- 
cumstances with which they are given, are sometimes 
$aid to be equally valoable with the gift itself, so it 
was in your case. The sealing up your office, and es- 
pecially without any directions from the king, disco- 
vered such sentiments of you in such persons, as would 
make any honest m an proud to share them. 

I must be so free as to tell you, that this new office 
of retirement will be harder for you to keep, than 
that of secretarv : and you lie under one great disad- 
vantage, beside your being too young ; that whereas 
none but knaves and fools désire to deprive you of your 
former post, ail the honest men in England will be for 
putting you out of this. 

I go on in writing, though I know not how to send 
you my letter. If I w ère sure it would be opened by 
the sealers of your office, I would fiil it with some 
terms of art, tha^t they would better deserve, than 
relish. 

It is à point of wisdom too hard for me, not to look 
back with vexation upon past management. Divines 
tell us often from their pulpits, " That half the pains 
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which sorae raen take to be damned, would havc com- 
passed their salvation this, I am sure, was extrême. 
ly our case, I knbw not what motions your lordship 
intends : but, if I see the oid whig measùres taken in 
the next élections; and that the Court, the Bank, 
Eastlndia, and South Sea, act strenuously, and prg. 
cure a majority ; I shall lie down, and beg of Jupiter 
to heave the cart out of the dirt. 

I wpuld give ail I am worth, for the sake of my 
country, that you had left your mande with somebody 
in the house of commons, or that a dozen honest men 

among them had only so many shreds of h. And 

so, having dispatched ail our friends in England, ofF 
Aies sprinter, and knocks twô governors of Ireland 
dead. I remember, we never had leisure to think of 
that kingdom. The poor dead queen is used like the 
gîant Longaron in Rabelais. Pantagruel took Longa- 
ron by the heels, and made him his weapon to kill 
twenty other giants ; then flung him over a river in the 
town, and kiiled two ducks and an old cat. I could 
talk very wisely to you, but you would regard me 
not. I could bid you, non desperare de republ'icâ; 
and say, that re s nolunt diu malè admtntstraru But 
I will eut ail short, and assure you, that, if you do not 
save us, I will not be at the pains of racking my in- 
vention to guess how we shall be saved ; and yet I 
bave read Polybius. 

They tell me you have a very good crop of wheat, 
but the barîey is bad. Hay will certainly be dear, 
unkss we ha\t an open winter. I hope you found 
your hounds in good condition, and that firight has 
not made a stirrup-leather of your jockey-belt. 

I imagine you now smoking with your humdrum 
iquire (1 forget his name) who can go home at mid- 
night, and open a dozen gâtes when he is drunk. 

I beg your lordship not to ask me to lend you any 
money. If you will corne and live at the deanery, 

vot. xvi. L 
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and furnish up an apartmept, I will find y ou in vie. 
tuais and drink, which is more than tvti y ou got by 
the court : and as proud as you are, I hope to sec you 
accept a part of this oflèr before I die. 

The take this country ; it has, in three weeks, 

spoiled two as good sixpenny painphlets, as ever a 
pioclamation was issued against. And since wc talk 
of that, will there notbe* # ********** 
* * *A ? I shall be cured of loving England, as the 
fellow was of his ague, by getting himself whipped 
through the town. 

I wOuld retire too, if I could ; but my country seat, 
where I have an acre of ground, is gone to min. The 
wall of my own apartment is fallen down, and \ want 
mud to rebuild it, and straw to thatch it. Besides, a 
spiteful neighbpur has seized on six feet of ground, car-. 
ried off my trees, and spoiled my grove. Ail this is 
literally true, and I bave not fortitude enough to go 
and see those dévastations. 

But, in returp, J Jlye a country life ip town, see 
nobody^ and go eyery day opee to prayers ; and hope, 
. in a few mopths, ço grow as stupid as the présent situ- 
ation of aflaijrs wilj requirç. 

Well, after ail, parsons are npt, such bad company, 
especially when they are under subjection ; and 1 let 
none but such corne near me. 

However, pray God forgive theni, by whose indo- 
lence, neglect, or want of friendship, I am reduced 
to live wîrh twentV leàguçs of sait water hetween your 
lprdsbip and me, . 



FROM DR. ARBUTHNOT. 

DF.AR 15ROTI1KII, Oçt. 10, IJU, 

EvEN in affliction, your letter made me melancholj'i, 

+ Hure arc two or three words in the xiianuscrîpt tptally 

erasul and illisible. D. S. T 
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and communicated some of the spleen which y ou had 
when you wrote it, and made me foifeit some of my 
réputation of chearfulness and temper Under afflictions» 
However, I have so many subjects amongst my friends 
and fellow-servants to be grieved for, that I can 
easily turn it off myself With crédit. The queen's 
poor servants are like so mahy poor orphans exposed 
m the very streéts : and those, whotfe past obligations 
of gratitude and honour ought tô havé engagea them 
to have represented their case, pass by them like so 
many abandoned créatures, without the possibility of 
ever being able to make the least return for a favour ; 
which has added to my theory of human virtue. 

I wish I did not only haunt you in the obliging 
and aftèctionate sensé you are pleased to express it» 
but were personally présent with you ; and I think it 
were hardly in the power of fortune not to make some 
minutes pleasant. I dîne* with my lord and lady 
Masham to day, where we will> as usually* remem- 
ber you. 

Yoii have read, ère this tirne* the History of the 
White StafF*j which is either contrived by art enemy, 
or by himselfj to bring down vengeance ; and I have 
told some of his nearest friends so. Ail the dragon 
can say will hdt give him orie single friend amongst 
the whole.party ; and therefore I even wonder at him, 
which you wilf sav is a strange thine: The very 
great person of ail t can hardly speàk of him with pa« 

* A pamphlet written by Mr. Daniel de Foe, and pub- 
Jisheë in. 1714, in 8vo. intvvo parts, under the titlc of " The 
Secret History of the White StafF;" being an accouht of 
atfairs under the conduct of some late ministers, and of what 
might probably have happened if hep.majesty had not died. 
Soon after the publication of it, came out, in 8vo. 44 A détection 
of the sophistry and falsifies of the pamphlet, intitled, The 
Secret History of the White S tan**, containing an enquiry into 
the Staflf's conduct in the late management, particularly 
With respect to the Protestant succession." B. 

+ Probably king George 1. B. 
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tiencCé The Conde acts like a man of spjrit, raakes 
up to the king, and talks to him, and woukl hâve 
actcd with more sensé than any of thero, could he 
have had any body to have acted along with him : 
nos numerus sumus, &c. The xnan ypu speak of 
is just as you describe, so I beg pardon. Shadwell 
•ays, he will have my place of Chelsea. Garth told 
me, his merit was giving intelligence aboat his mis- 
tress's health. I desired he would do me the faroar to 
say, that I valuedj myself upon quite the eontrary ; 
and I hoped to live to see the day, when his majesty 
would value me the more for it too. I have not scen» 
any thing as y et to make me recant a certain incon- 
vénient opinion I have, that one cannot pay too dear 
fof peace of mind. 

* Foor philosopher Berkeley has now the klea * of 
health, which was very hard to produce in him ; for 
he had an idea of a s t range fever upon him so stcong, 
that it was very hard to destroy it by introducing a 
eontrary one. Poor Gay is much where he was, only 
out of the duchess's f farriily and service. « He has 
some confidence in the princess and countess of Pic- 
borough ; I wish it may be significant to him. I ad- 
vised him to make a poem upon the princess béfore she 
came over, describing her to the English ladies ; for it 
seems the princess does not dislike that. (She is really 
a person that I believe will gîve great content tq 
every body.) But Gay was in such a grovelling con- 
dition, as to the affairs of the world, that his muse 
would not stoop to visit him. I can say no more of 
news, than that you will find the proceedings httherto 
have bcen comparatively gentle. Adieu. u " 

* This alludes to his book, in which he attempts to 

prove, that ail things supposed to dépend upon a materiai 
World, subsist only in idea. H. " «• ' / ' ' 

+ The duchess of Monraouth! H« ' ' 
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DR. AkBUTHNOT TO MR. FORD*. 

DÈAR SI*, Oct. Ift 1714-. 

I THANK y ou kindly For yours, with the enclosed 
from our friend. I would have obeyed your cora- 
mands as to the History of the White StafF ; but that' 
there really is no answer to it, more than a thing that 
rises just out of what is said in the history ; none writ 
on purpose by any one that knows matters of fact, 
or can cont radie t what he says ; or indeed wri te by 
concert of the persons that are attacked. And I 
reckon any qther is not worth your while to read« 
The Dragon dénies it; but as I told the governor, it 
is necessary for him to do that in a very solemn and 
strong manner, else there will bc a ripping answer, as 
you say. AU things go on at the usual rate* I am 
at uncertainty stili as to my little office. I leave them 
to do just as they please. George Fielding and brû 
gadier Briton are grooms of the bedehamber, which 
does not seem altogether the doing of ai certain great 
man. The groom of the stole is still uncertain, lying 
between two that you know. I am told that the 
great person of ail has spoke more contemptibly of the 
Dragon than of any body, anil in very hard terms» 
Has not he managed finely at last ? The princess gives 
great content to every body. I will add no more, 
Seing to write on the other side to the Dean j which 
praj forward. t . 



TO SIR ARTHUR LANGFORD. 
«R, Trlnty Oeu 30,1714. 

I WAS towait on you the other day, and was told 

* Wiitten on the same paper with the last. H. 
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by your servant that you are not to be seen till to- 
ward evening, which at the distance I aro at thb 
time of the year, cannot easily be compassed. My 
principal business was to let you know, that since my 
last return from England jnany persons have corn- 
plained to me, that I suffered a conventicle to be kept 
m my parish, and in a place where there never was 
any before. I mentioned this tp your nephew Rowley 
în Dublin, when he came to me with this message 
from you ; but I could not prevail with him to wnte 
to you about it. I have always looked upon you as art 
honest gentleman, of grcat charity and piety in your 
way ; and I hope you will remember at the same 
time> that it becomes you to be a légal m an, and that 
u will not promote nor encourage, much less give a 
ginning to, a thing direct ly contra ry to the law. 
You know the dissenters in Ireland are suffered to 
have their conventicles only by connivance, and that 
only in places where they formerly used to meet. 
Whereas this conventicle of yours is a new thing, in a 
new place entirely of your own érection, and per- 
verted to this ill use from the design you outwardly 
seémed to have intended it for. It has been the weak- 
ness of the dissenters to be too sanguine and assuming 
upon events in the state, which appeared to give them 
the least encouragement ; and this, in other turns of 
affairs, has proved very much to their disadvantage. 
The most modéra te churchmen may be apt tp resenr, 
when they see a sect, without toléra tion by law, in- 
sulting the established religion. Wheftever the le* 
gislature shall think fit to give them leave to build 
new conventicles, ail good churchmen will submit ; 
but till then we can hardiy see it without betraying 
our chufch. I hope therefore you will not think it 
hard, if I take those methods which my duty obliges 
me, to prevent this growing evil as tar as it lies in 
my power, unless you shall think fit, from your own 
prudence, or the ad vice of sorae understanding friends, 
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to shut up thc doors of that conventicle for thc future. 
I am, with truc friendship and esteem, sir, your most 
•bedient humble servant, £• 



EROM ERASMUS LEWIS, ESQ. 
sîr, Nov. 4, 1714. 

I HAVE ode !«ter from you to acknowledge, which 
I will do very soon. In thc mean timc F send this 
to acquaint you, that if y ou have not already hid 
your pape r s in some private place in the hands èf a 
trusty friend, I fear they will fall into the hands of 
our enemies.. Sure you h*ve already taken care in 
this matter, by what the publick prints told you of 
the proceedings of the great men toward the earl of 
Strafford and Mr. Prior. However, for greater cau- 
tion, this is sent you by 

I âm, &c» 



FROM MISS VANHOMRIGH. 

Dublin, l~U. 

You once had a maxim,^which was to act what was 
right, and not mind what the world would say. I 
wish you would keep to it now. Pray what can be 
wrong in seeing and advising an unhappy young wo- 
raan ? I can not imagine. You cannot but know that 
your frowns make my life unsupportable. You have 
taught me to distinguish, and then to leave me mi- 
sérable. Now, ail I beg is, that you will for once 
counterfeit (since you cannot otherwise) that indul- 
gent friend, you once were, till I get the better of 
thèse difficultics. 
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FROM THE SAME. 

Dublin, 1714, 

You bid me hc easy and you would see me as 
often as you could. You had better have said, as 
often as you could get the better of your inclinations 
so much ; or, as often as you remembered there was 
such a one iri the world. If you continue tô treat më 
as you do, you will not be made uneasy by me long. 
It is impossible to describe whit I have suffèred 
fince I saw you last. I am sure I could have bon» 
the rack much better than those killing words of 
yours. Sometimes I have resolved to die without 
seeing you more; but those résolves, to your misfor- 
tune, did not last long. For, there is something in 
human nature, that prompts one so to find relie! in 
this world, I must give way to it : and beg you would 
see me and speak kindly to me,, for I am sure, yoô 
would not condemn any one tô suffer what I have 
done, could you but know it. The reason I write to 
you is, because I cannot tell it to you should I see 
you. For, when I begin to complain, then you are 
anjfry; and there is something in your looks so 
awful, that it strikes me dumb. Oh ! that you may 
have but so much regard for me left, that this com- 
plaint may touch vour'soul with pity. I say as little 
as ever I can ; did you but know what I thoùght, ï 
am sure it would move you to fbrgive me, and believe, 
I cannot help telling you this and live*. * 

* A letter from Dr Swift, dated Philjpstown, Nov. 5, 
1714, says, that hc was going to a frientf upon a promise, 
being then a mile from Trim, when miss Vanhomrigh's ser- 
vant overtook him with a letter. She was then at Kilrhohtd, 
and would go to town on the Monday followmg, to her lodg- 
ing in Turnstile aliey. He concludes thus ; " I have rode a 
tedious journey to day, and can say no more. Nor shall 
you know where I am till I corne, and theh I will see you. 
A fig for your letters and messages. Adieu. "H.* 
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FROM DR. ARBUTHNOT TO MR. FORD*. 

DBA* FRIEND, lîoV* 17 lé. 

I HOPE this will find you in good health ; and I 
hope in greater tranquillity of mind than when we 
used.to Lament together at your office for the eternal 
faults of our friends. I have' seen the Dragon thrice 
since I wrote to you. He is without shadow of 
change ; the greatest example of an unshaken tran- 
quiliity of mind, that ever I yet saw, seemingly per. 
fectly well satisfied with his own conduct in every 

rticular. You know we have often said, that there 
but one dragon in rerum naturâ. I do not know 
what he thinks, but I am perfectly well satisfied, that 
there will not be that one Dragon left, if some peoplc 
Tuve their will, Haly Bassa, they say, struggles for 
his son-in-law. It is generous and grateful. There 
is a prodigious quarrel between him and the président 
about irh I have given you the trouble of the ad- 
joined for the Dean, as also a scrap of a letter for him 
which we had begun at our club, but did not finish ; 
Dr. Parnell not going, as he said. 
1 am not yet out, but expect to be soon. Adieu, 
I had almost forgot to tell you of the prétende r's 
déclaration, in which there are words to this purpose : 
f That he had no reason to doubt of the good inten* 
tion of his sister, which was the reason that he sat 
muet in 4 her time ; but now was disappointed by ù# 
déplorable accident of her sudden deatn," 

* Endorsed, «« Received Dec. 1714." H, 
f Papiel cari of Nottinghai». 6. 
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1FROM THE SAME *. 

DEAR BROTHER, N#V. 1714, 

I SEND you the scrap of à lèttcr begun iù you bjr 
thc whole society, because I suppose you even value 
the fragments of your friends. The honest gentle± 
roant, at whose lodgings we wroté; is gone fot 
France. I really value your judgment extreraely in 
chusing your friends. I think worthy Mr. Ford is an 
instance of h, being an honest, sensible, firm, friendly 
man, et qualit ab inceptu processerat, & c. Thougb; 
by the way> praising your judgment is a little. compli- 
ment to myself, which I am apt to fall into of la te, 
nobody now being at the trouble of doing it for me. 
The Parnellian, who was to have carried this letterç 
seems to have changed his mind by some sudden 
turn in his affaire ; but I wish his hopes may not be the 
effect of some accidentai thing working upon his 
spirits, rather than any well-grounded project, 

If it be any pleasure to you, I can assure you that 
you are remembered kindly by your friends, and I 
believe not altogether 7 fbrgot by your eneraies. I 
think both is for your réputation. I am told, that 
I am to lose my little préféraient : however, I hope 
to be able to keep a little habitation warro in town. 
I cannot but say, I think there is one thing in your 
circumstance, that must make any man happy; 
which is, a liberty to preach. Such a prodigioos 
privilège, that if it did not border upon simony/ 1 
could really purchase it for a sum of money. For 
my part, I néver imagine any man can be uneasy, that 
bas the opportunity of venting himSelf to à whole 
congrégation once a week* And you may prétend 
What you will, I am sure you thir.k so too, or you oo 

* Written on the same paper with the last. N. 
t Thedukcof Ormond. N. 
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not judge right. As for news, I never enquire about 
any. Fuimus Troes, &c* Sed nunc ferox Jupiter 
transtulit omnia ai Argot* 

My présent politicks is to give no disturhance to, 
the présent folks in the due exercise of their power, 
for fear of forcing them to db very strange things, 
rather' than part with what they love so well. Un- 
toward reports in the country' will make élections, 
dearer, which I am sorry for. The Dragon, I am 
afraid, will be struck at. Adieu, in haste. 

I must not forget to tell you a passage of the pre- 
tmder's déclaration, to.this purpose " That he had a 



TO MONSIEUR GIRALDI +, 

t De Dublin en Yrlande x 

monsieur, Février '25, 1714-1 j. 

Je prens la liberté de vous présenter le porteur d e 
qclui-cij monsieur Howard, gentilhomme savant et d& 
condition de ce pays-ci; qui prétend de faire le tou r . 
d'Italie ; et qui étant chanoine en mon doyenné et 
professeur de collège ici^ veut en voyageant parmi le$. 
catholiques s'opiriiatrer plus dans son hérésie. Et 
après tout, monsieur, il n'est que juste, puisque vous 
avez dérobé notre franchise Angloise pour l'ajouter à 
votre politesse Italienne, que quelques-uns de nous- 
autres tramontanes dévoient en>voyageant chez vous 
faire des représailles. W ous me souffrirez aussi de 
vous prier de présenter mes très humble devoires à son. 
altesse royale le Grand Duc. 
Pour mon particulier, monsieur, je prens la libertç 

/ 

* Here the words in p. 117» are repeated. 
Secretary tathe duke Qf Tvscany. JK* 
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de tous dire, cjue^ deux mois devant la mort de la reine, 
voyant, qu'il etoït tout-à-fait impossible de raccom- 
moder jnes amis du ministère, je me retirai à la cam- 
pagne en Berkshire! d'où après ce triste événement je 
suis venu en Irlande, où je demuere en mon doyenné', 
et attens avec la résignation d'un bon chrétien la ruine 
de notre cause et de mes amis, menacés tous les jours 
par la faction dominante. Car ces messieurs sont 
tout-à-fait résolu de trancher une demi-douzaine de 
têtes des meilleures d'Angleterre, et que vous avez 
fort bien connues et estimées* Dieu sait quel en sera 
l'événement. Pour moi j'ai quitté pour jamais la po- 
litique, et avec la permission des bons gens qui sont 
maintenant en vogue, je demeurerai la reste de ma vie 
en mon hermitage pour songer à mon salut. 

Adieu, monsieur, çt me faites la justice de croire, 
que je suis, avec beaucoup de respect, monsieur, 
votre, Éffr. 



TO THE EARL OF OXFORD. 
my lord, Dublin, Jufy 19, 1715. 

It may look like an idle or officious thing in me, to 
give your lordship any interruption under your pré- 
sent circumstances : yet I coula never forgive myself> 
if, after being treated for several years with the 
greatest kindness and distinction, by a person of your 
-lordship's virtue, 1 should omit making you at this 
time-the humblest offers of my poor service and atten- 
dance. It is the first time I ever solicked you in my 
own behalf ; and if I am refused, it will be the firsi 
request you ever refused me. I do not think myself 
obiiged so regulate my opinions by the proceedings 
of a house of lords or commons ; and therefore, how- 
éver they may acquit themselves in your lordship's 
case, I shall take the Uberty of thinking and caliing 



Digitized by 



LETTEKS TO AND FROM DtU SWIFT. 121 



yoor lordshîp the ablcst and faithfullest minister, and 
traest lover of your country, that this âge has pro. 
doced ; and I have already taken care that you shall 
be so represented to posterity, in spite of ail the rage 
and malice of your enemies. And this I know will 
not be wholly indiffèrent to your lordship; who, 
next to a good conscience, always esteeraed réputation 
your best possession* Your intrepid behaviour under 
this prosecution astonishes every one but me/ who 
know y ou so well, and how little it is in the power 
of human actions or events to discompose you. I 
have seen your lordship labouring under greater diffi- 
culties, and exposed to greater dangers, and overcom. 
îng both, by the providence of God, and your own 
wisdom and courage. Your lifehas been already 
attempted by private malice ; it is now pursued by 
publick resentment. Nothing else remained. You 
were destined to both trials ; and the same power, 
which delivered you out of the paws of the lion and 
the bear, will, I trust, deliver you out of the hand» 
of the uncircumcised» 

I can wrhç no more. You suffèr for a good cause; 
for having preserved your country, and for having 
been the great instrument, under God, of his présent 
majesty 's peaceable accession to the throne. .This I 
know, and this your enemies know ; and this I will 
take care that ail the world shall know, and future 
âges be convtnced of. God Almighty protect you, 
and continue to you that fortitude and magnanimity 
he has endowed you with i Farewe.ll. 

JON. SWIFT. 
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FROM DR. FREIND». 

MR. dkak, Westm. Sept. 20, 17 15, 

I AM much oblîged to lady Kcrry for giving you an 
occasion of writing, and shall always bc pTeased in 
fecciving any commands from you. Mr. Fitzraau- 
ricef is very promising, and a favourite of mine 
already. I had never seen or heard from any one that 
was concerned for him, tilj I had t,he favour pf yours ; 
but as I had taken a particular notice of hira on his 
own account, I shall now do it mucji more upon 
yours. This will be brought to you by your kins- 
mari, Mr. Rolt. I am glad I can tell you, that he 
has behaved himself very well hére. He is not of thç 
nighest sort, but is very sober and industriels, and 
will work out his way, and I believe, deserve any 
encouragement you are pleçsed to giye him. Things 
are in an odd posture with us at présent ; and the 
state of banîshment you are in, may be endured with T 
out much regret ; hpwever, I shall hope in a little 
time to see you here| when more pf your friends arç 
in town. 

The bishopî and my brotherÇ are much yours, ai\d 
very desirous of a happy meeting with you. Before 
this can be with you, you will be able to guess how 
soon that may happen, And may it be as soon 2l\ 
is wished by, sir, 

Your most obedient and faithful humble servant, 

R. FREINft 

• Robert Freind» D.D., masterof Westminster school. 
+ He had been placed at the school by Swift. N. 
% Dr. Francis Atterbury, bis hop of Rcchester, 
^ John Freipd, M.D. Ç, * 
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frROM THE DUCHESS OF ORMOND. . 

SIK, Oct. 17, 171 ^* 

t WAS extremely pleased to find you had not forgot 
yourfriends, when it is so hard for them to writé 
you, and by thcir concern for you, put you in mind 
of them. But I find no misfortune* can lessen your 
friendship, which is so great, as to blind you of the 
side of their fâults, and make you belicve you see 
virtues in them, it were happy for them they enjoyed 
in any degree ; for, I am sure, some of those you 
named are much wanted at this time. I was, as you 
heard, very well pleased, that my friend* was safe 
as to his person, but very uneasy at seeinç hîs ré- 
putation 60 treated. As to his fortune, it is yet in 
dispute. However, as long as he is well, I am satis- 
fied. It is with difficulty I do hear ; but now and 
then a straggling body brings me an account of him a 
for there has been no encouragement to write by the 
post, ail letters miscarrying, that either he or I have 
wrote that way, that wc have* given it over now, 
and trust to accident for the news of each other. I 
hope I shall hear from you oftener than I have donc 
for some months past: for no friend you have has 
more respect for you, than your most humbk servant, 
Your nièce Betty t is your humbk servant. 

* The duke, who being suspected of trcasonable prac* 
lices, or designs, went abroad. H. 
t Her grace's daughter. H. 
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TO MR. POPE. 

Dublin, Jan. 28, 1715-lff. 

My lord bnbop of Cloghcr * gave me your kind 
letter full of reproaches for my not writing. I am 
riaturally no rery exact correspondent, and when I 
leave a country without probability of returning, I 
think as seldom as I can of what I loved or esteemed 
in'it, to avoid the desiderium which of ail things 
tnakes life most uneasy. Bat you must give me leave 
to add one thïng, that you talk at your case, being 
wholly unconcerned in publick eyents : for, if your 
friends the whigs continue, yfto may hope for some 
favour; if the tories returnfj you are at least sure 
of quiet. You know how well I loved both lord 
Oxford and Bolingbroke, and how dear the duke of 
Ormond is to me : do you imagine I can be easy while 
fheir enemies are endeavouring to take off their heads ; 

/ nuncy & vertus tecum medïtaré canoros Do you 

imagine I can be easy, when-I think of the probable 
conséquences of thèse proceedings perhaps upon the 

. * Dr. St. George Ashe, formerly a fellow of Trinity Col- 
lege, Dublin, (tQ whom the Dean was a pupil) afterward 
bishop of Cloghcr, 1697 ; and translate*! to the see of Derry 
in 1716*17. It was hc who married Swift to Mrs. Johnson, 
1716-17$ and performed the ccremony in a garderi. Dr. 
Warton. 

t In a manuscript letter of lord Bolingbroke it is said, 
41 that Ceorge I. set out froih Hanover with a résolution of 
oppressing no set of men that would be quiet subjects. But 
as soon as he came into Holland a contrary résolution was 
taken at the earnest importunity of the allies, and particularly 
of Heinsius, and some of the whigs. Lord Townshcnd came 
triumphing to acquaint lord Somers with ail the measujres 
QÎ proscription and of persécution which they intended, and 
to which the king had at last consented. The old pcer 
asked what he meant, and shed tears on the foresight bf 
measures like those of the. Roman Triumvirate." 
N D*. Wailton. 



Qigitized by VjOOQ IC 



LfcTTERS ,T0 A>TD fROM DR. SWIFT. * 125 

fery peace ofthe nation, >but certainly of thc minds 
ôf so many hundred thousand good subjects ? Upon 
the whqk, you may truly attributè my silence to the 
éclipse, but h was that éclipse which hâppenèd on the 
first of August*. 

I borrowed your Homer from thebishop (mine is 
not yet landcd) and read it out in two evenings. ' If 
it pleases others as well as me, you have got your end 
ih profit and réputation : yet I.am angry at some bad 
rhymes and triplets, and pray in your next do not 
let me have so many unjustifiable rhvmes f to war and 
gods. I tell you ail the faults I ïcnow, only in one 
or two places you are a little obscure : but I expected 
you to be so in one or two and twenty. I have 
heard no foui talk of it here, for indeed it is not corne 
over; nor do we very much abound in judges, at 
least I have not the honourto be acquavnted with 
thern, Your notes are perfectly good, and so are 
your préface and essayé You were pretty bold in 
mentioning lord Bolingbroke in that préfacé, I saw 
the Key to the Lockbut yesterday : I think you have 
changed it a good deal, to adapt it to the présent 
times§. 

God be thanked I have yet no |>ariiamentary busi- 
ness, and if they have none with me, I shall never 

» The day of queen Anne*» demke, 1714. 

Dr. Warton. 

+ He was frequently carping at .Pope fer many rhymes ifi 
many other parts ofhis Works. His ovvn were remarkably 
exact; Df. Warton. 

J GWen to him by Parnell ; and with which Pope told 
M,i, S pence, he was^very well sailsiied, though he cprrected 
it again and again. Dr. Warton. 

^ Put thèse last two observations together, and it will 
appear, that Mr. Pope was never wanting t© his friends for 
fear of party, nor would he insuit a ministry to humour 
them. He saîd of hirhself, and 1 believe he said truly, that 
** he never wrote a line to gratify the animosity of any one 
party at the ex pence of anoihçr," Sce the 44 Letter to a 
neble Lord." Warburton. 
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teek their acqoaintance. I hâve not bcen very fond 
of them for somc years past, not when I thought 
them tolerably good ; and thcrcforc if I can gct leave 
tobe absent, I shall bc much inclined to be on that 
side whcn there is a parliament on this : but txuly I 
must be a little easy in my mind* before I can think 
of Scriblerus. 

You are to understand, that I lire in the corner of 
a vast unfurnished house : my family consists of a 
steward, a groom, a helper in the stable, a footman, 
and an old maid, who are ail at board wages, and 
when I do not dine abroad, or make an entertainment, 
(which last is very rare) I eat a mut ton pie, and 
drink half a pint of wine : my amusements are de- 
fending my small dominions against the archbishop, 
and endeavouring to reduce my rebellious choir» 
Ferd'itur bac tnter mlreso lux* I désire you will pré- 
sent my humble service to Mr. Addison, Mr. Con- 
greve, and Mr. Rowe, and Gay. I am, and wil 
be always, extreraely yours, &c. 



TO BISHOP ATTERBURY. 
M Y lord, Dublin, Marcb 24, 1715-1& 

As much as your lordshîp's thoughts and time are 
employed at présent, you must give me leave to in» 

* Never was exhibited so strong and lamentable a picture 
of disappointed ambition as in this and some other lettcrs of 
the Dean. When we consider the fidelity and ability with 
which he served the queen's last ministry, we are surprised 
that thcy gave ni m no higher preferment, but banished him, 
as it wcre, to Ireland. The tact is, his friends, though mi- 
nistère, had it not in their power to do more tbr hhn than ther 
did ; but, as is the constant practice of ail ministers, care- 
fully concealed from htm their inability to serve him, to keep 
Uim steady in his dcpendcnce on them. Dr. Wakts. 
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terrupt fhem, and, which is worse, for a trifle; though, 
by the accidents of tirne and party, of some consé- 
quence and great vexation to me. I am here at the 
head of three and twenty dignitaries and p lebend arien, 
whereof the major part, dittèring from me in princi- 
pes, have taken a fancy to oppose me upon ail occa- 
sions in the chapterbouse* ; and a ringleader among 
thero, has presumed to debate my power of propos in ç, 
or my négative, though it is what the deans of this 
cathedral have possessed for time immémorial, and 
what has never been once disputed. Our constitution 
was taken from that of Sarum ; and the knowiedge of 
what is practised there in the like case would be of 
great u.e to me. I have written this post to Dr. 
Younger to désire he would inform me in this mat. 
ter ; but, having only a slender acquaintance with 
hiro, I would beg your lordship to second my request, 
thàt the dean would please to let me know the practice 
of his cathedral» and nis power' in this point. 1 would 
likewise désire your lordship to let me know how 
it is at Westminster, and the two other cathedral s 
with whose custoras you may be acquainted. 

Pray, my lord, pardon this idle request from one 
that loves and esteems you, as you know I do. I 
once thought it would never be my misfortune to enter- 
tain you at so scurvy a rate, at least not at so great a 
distance, or with so much constraint : 

* After some time of his seulement in Dublin, his former 
and most intimate correspondent, Abp. King, with some of his 
old frtends, butchietiy Mr. Dougat the chaunter, and nephew 
to the archbtshop, set themselves against his jurisdiction with 
ail their force, &c. Sce a spirited letter of Swift's to Abp, 
King (whose préjudices appear to have continued long àfter) 
dated May 18, 1727. N. 

+ D.D, of Magdalen Collège, Oxford. He obtained the 
deanery of Salisbury in 1705 ; died Feb 27, 1727-8 ; and was 
buried under the sonth isle of St. Paul's cathedral, without 
any monument. K. 
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" Sii félix, iK*tiu!iHïuele?e9 [I do not Yikcquitun* 

f laborem : 
«' Et qao sub cœlo tandem, quibus orbis in oris 
w Jactemur, doceast/* 

The greatest felicity I now have is, that I am 
utterly ignorant of the most publick events that hap- 
pen in the world : 

49 MultagemensJ ignomiûiam plagasquc," Sec, 
I am with the greatest respect and truth, my lord, 
Your lordship's most dutiful and most humble servant, 

JON. SWIFT. 



FROM BISHOP • ATTERBUR Y. 

GOOD mr. dean, Bromïey^ Apr'tl 6, 1716. 

•My gout kept me so long a prisoner at Westminster 
thÎ8 winter, that I have fixed at Bromley this spring 
much sooner than ever I yet did, for which reasoa 
my meeting with Dr. Younger wUl be more diffitult 
than it woukl be, had I been still at the deaneiy||. 

The best (or rather the worst) is, that I bdievt 
he can say nothing to y ou upon the matter about 

• The quacunque of Virgil was more favourable to tbe 
zealous admirers of thtf roemory of queen Anne. N. 

t " But tell a atranger, long in tempests toss'd, 

** Whatearth we tread, or who commands the coast." 

Dryden, J£ft. i, 457. N. 

% This phrase seems to have been deeply impressed on the 
Dean's mind. He uses it again, in a letter to Mr. Pope, Oct. 
30, 17Z7 ; *' I forgave sir Robert a thousand pounds, myîu 
gemem.* 1 The lineabove is from Virg. Georg. iii, N. 

§ Bromley in Kent, where the bishops of Rochester have an 
episcopal palace. H. 

H Of Westminster, which has long been connected wkh 
the bishoprîck 9Î Rochester. H. 
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which you write, which wîll plcase you. His dean- 
ery # is of the old foundation, and in ail such founda- 
tions the deans have no extraordinary power or 
privilège, and are nothing more than residentiaries, 
with a peculiar corps belongine to them as deans ; 
the first of the chapter, bot such, whose présence is 
not necessary toward the dispatch of any one capi- 
tolar act, the senior residentiary supplying their ab- 
sence, in every case, with full authority. Thus, I 
say, the case generally is in the old deaneries, unless 
where the local statutes may have expressly reserved 
some peculiar power or privilège to the deans of those 
chorches. But none of them, I dare say, have a 
négative, either by common law, custom, or local 
•ta tu te. Thus much to show you, that a nice search 
into the peculiar rights of the dean of Sarum will be 
needless, if not mischievous to you. The three dean- 
eries which I have had, are ail of the new founda- 
tion, by Henry VIII. or queen Elisabeth. In the 
charters of ail there is a clause, empowering the dean 
to roake, punish, and unmake ail the officers. In the 
statutes of one of them (Carlisle) the dean's consent, 
în ail the gravions causât, is made expressly neces- 
sary, and in the other two nothing from the founda- 
tion of those churches ever passed the seal without 
the dean's sigilUtur first written on the lease, patent, 
présentation, i$c. which Ï9 a mafiifest and uncorttested 
proof of his négative. As to the power of proposing, 
that I apprehend not to be exclusive to the trther 
members of chapters. It is a point chiefly of decency 
ând convenience ; the-dean being the principal person, 
and supposed best to be acquainted with the anairs of 
the church, and in what order they are fittest to be 
transacted. But if any one else of the body will pro- 
pose any thine, and the rest of the chapter will debate 
It, I see not how the dean can hinder them, unless it 

- - • Of Salisbury. N. 
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be by leavinç the chapter j and that îtself will ht è/t 
no moment m churches, where his absence does not 
break up and dissolve the chapter ; as it dqes, where 
his consent to any thing there treated of -is expressly 
required before it can pass into an act. Where, îndeed» 
he is allowed such a négative, he is generally allowed 
to make ail proposais ; because it would be to no pur- 
pose for any one to make a proposition which he can, 
quash by a dissent: but this is not, I say^a mat ter of 
right, but prudence. 

Upon the whole, the best advîce I can give you, 
is, whatever your powers. are by statute or usage, not 
to insist on them too strictly in either of the cases 
mentioned by you, unless you are very sure of the 
favour and countenance of your visitor. The lawyers, 
you will find, whenèver such points come before them 
for a décision, are very apt to disregard statutes and 
custom in such cases; and to say that their books 
make the act of the majority of the corporation the 
légal act of the body, without considering whether 
the dean be among the minority or not. And there- 
fore your utmost dexterity and address will be neces. 
sary, in order to prevent such a triai of your right at 
common law ; which, it is ten to one (especially as 
things now stand) will go against you. If the re- 
fractory part of your chapter are stout, and men of 
any sensé, or supported underhand, (the last of thèse 
is highly probable) you had better make use of expé- 
dients to décline the difficûlty, than bring it at pré- 
sent to a décision. Thèse are the best lights, and 
this the best ad vice, I can give you, after a long 
expérience of the natural conséquence of such struggles, 
and a careful search into the foundation of the powers 
and privilèges clajmed and disputed on the one side 
and the other. I wish I could say any thing more 
to your satisfaction, but I cannot ; and I think, in 
ail such cases, the best instance I can giva you of my 
friehdship, is not to deceive you. 
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There is a statutc in the lâtter end of king Henry 
the eighth's rcign worthy of your perusal. The title 
of it relates to the leases of hospitals, &c. and the 
tenour of it, did, in my appréhension, seem always to 
imply, that, without the dean, master, Ç«fr. nothing 
could be legally done by the corporation. , But the 
lawyers wili not allow this to be good doctrine, and 
say, that statute (notwithstanding a constant phrase 
of it) détermines nothing of this kind, and, at the 
niost, i m plie s it only as to such deaneries, &c. whëre 
the dean, master^ &e. have the right of a négative, 
by statute or usage. And few lawyers there are, who 
will allow even thus much. I cannot explain myself 
fkrther on that head ; but, when you peruse the 
statute, you will see what I mean ; though, after ail, 
it does not, I believe, include Ireland. However, 
I look upon it as a déclaration of t^e comraon law 
hère in England. 

I am sorry you have any occasion to write to me on 
thèse heads, and much sorrler that I am not able to 
give you any toîerable account of them# God forgive 
those who have furnished me with this knowledge, by 
involving me designedly into those squabbles. I 
thank God, I have fprgiven them. 

I will enter into nothing but the enejuiries of your 
letter, and therefore add ,not a word more, either in 
English or Latin, but that I am, with great esteen^ 
ffood Mr. Dean, 

Your very affectîonate humble servant, 

FR>, ROFFEN, 



TO BISHOP ATTERBURY. 

MY LORD, Aprtl 18, I7l6\ 

J AM extremely obliged to your lordship for the 
trouble yoa fave given yoursclf ia answçrinjj ax 
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length a very insignificant letter. I shall entirclf 
follow your lordship's advice to the best of my skilL 
Your conjectures from whence my difficulties take 
their rise are perfectly true. It is ail party. But the 
right is certainly on my side, if therc be any thing in 
constant immémorial custom. Besîdes, though the 
first scheme of this cathedral was brought from Sarum f 
yet, by several subséquent grants, from popes, kings, 
archbishops, and acts of parliament, the dean has 
great prérogatives. He visits the chapter as ordinary, 
and tne archbishop only visits by the dean. The 
dean can suspend and sequester any member, and 
punishes ail crimes except heresy, and one or two 
more reserved for the archbishop. No lease can be 
let without him. He holds a court leet in his district, 
and is exempt from the lord mayor, &c. No chapter 
can be called but by him, and he dissolves them at 
pleasure. Ile disposes absolutely of the j>ettjr canons 
and vicars choral places. Ail the dignitanes, &c 
iwear canonical obédience to him. Thèse circum- 
s tances put together, I présume, roay alter the case 
in your lordship's judgment. However, I shall, a» 
your lordship directs me, do my utmost to divert thif 
controversy as much as I can. I must add one thing, 
that no dignitary can préside without a power from 
the dean, who, in his absence, makes a subdean, 
and limits him as he pleases. And so much for dean* 
criés, which I hope I shall never trouble your lordship 
with again. 

I send this enclosed, and without superscription, 
to be sent or delivered to you by a famous friend of 
mine, and devoted servant of your lordship's. 

I congratulate with Englarid for joining with us 
he,re in the fellowship of slavery. It is not so terrible 
a thing as you . imagine ; we have long lived under 
it ; and whenever you are disposed to know how you 
ought to behave yourselves in your new condition, 
you need go no farther than me for a director. But, 



I 
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bécasse wc arc resolved to go beyond y ou, wc have 
transmitted a bili to England, to bc returned hère, 
giving the government and six of the çouncil power 
K>r three years to imprison whom thcy please for 
three months, withoot an y trial or examina tion : and 
-I cxpect to bc araong thc first of thosc upon whom 
this law will bc cxecuted. We have also outdonc 
you in the business of Ben Hoadly ; and have recom- 
mended to a bishoprick one* whom you would not 
allow a curate in the smallcst of your parishes. Does 
your lordship know that, as mùch as I have becn used 
to lies in England, I am undcr a thousand uneasi- 
nesses about some reports relating to a personf that 
you and I love very wcll ? I have writ to a lady J 
opon that subject, and am impatient for an answer. 
I am gathering up a thousand pounds, and intend to 
finish my lifc upon the interest of it in Wales. 

God Almighty préserve your lordship mtseru iuc* 
currere rebui, wnetheryou understand or relish Latin 
or no. But it is a great deal your fault if you suffer 
us ail to bc undone ; for God ncver gave such talents 
without expecting they should be used to préserve a 
nation* There is a doctorl in your neighbourhood 
to whom I am a very humble servant. I am, witb 
great respect, your lordship's most dutiful, &c. 

JON* SWIFT. 

Some persons go this summer for England ; and if 
Dr. Younger be talked with, I hope you will so order 
it that it may not be to my disadvantage||. 

• Dp. Charles Carr, bishop of Killaloe. N. 

+ From the Ibilowing note the person alluded to appears to 
be lord Bolingbroke. N. 

f Lady Bolingbroke. See her answer, dated Aug.'^ 
17 16. N. ^ 

$ Dr. R. Freind. N. 

y This seems to iinply a wish in Swift to exchange his 
deanery of St. Patrick'* for that of Sarum. N'. 
VOL. XVI* N 



Digitized by 



134 LETTERS TO AND FROM DR. SWIFT, 



FROM LADY BOLINGBROKE *. 
MR. DEAN, - Lonitm, May 5, 17l6« 

Your letter came in very good time to me, when 
I was full of vexation and trouble, which ail vanishes, 
finding* that you were so good to remember me under 
my afflictions, which have been not greater than you 
can think, but much greater than I can express. I 
am now in town; business called me hither; and 
when that is finished I shall retire with more comfort 
than I came. Do not forsake an old friend, nor be- 
lieve reports which are scandalôus and false. You 
are pleased to inquire after my health ; I can give 
you no good account of ît at présent ; but that coun- 
try, whifher I shall go next week, will, I hope, set 
me up. As to my temper, if it is possible, I ara 
more insipid and dull than ever, except in somé 
places, and there I am a little fiiry, especially if they 
dare mention my dear lord without respect, which ! 
sometimes happens ; for good manners and relaîion- 
ship are laid aside in this town j it is not hard for you 
to guess whom I mean. I have not y et seen her 
grâce +, but design it in a day or two: we have kept 
a constant correspondence ever since our misfortunes, 
and her grâce is pleased to call me sister. There is 
nobody in the world has a truer respect and value 
fbr her than myself. I sçnd this to my friend John, 
and beg you, when you do mç the fa v our of an 
answer, to send it to him, who will take care to con- 
vey it to me in the country ; for your letter Iay a 
long while before it came to my hands. I beg you 
to look with a friendly eye upon ail my faults and 
blots in this letter, and that, you will believe me what 
J reajly am, your most faitliful humble servant, 

F. B. 

• Daughter and coheiress of sir Henry Winchcomb, of 
JJucklcbury, Bçrks, bart. Mr. St. John marrîed this ladyitt v 
»7^Q. t The auchcî« of OrmwKl. $. 
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TO ARCHBISHOP KING. 
KiY lord, Gallstonvn, June 17, \7\6* 

I HAVE an account by this post that your grâce 
intends in two or three days to go for England, I 
heartily wish you a good voyage, and a speedy return, 
with a perfect recovery of your health, anji succès* 
in ail you undertakings for thé service of the church. 
I lately applied myself to some persons who I thought 
had crédit with your grâce, that they would prevail 
on you to consent that Mr. Dopping should have 
St. Nichoks, and that Mr. Chamberlain, upon sur- 
rendering a sinécure (fallen by the late promotion) to 
Mr. Wall, might succeed to St. Luke's ; and having 
heard your grâce was not disinclined to this scheme, 
I thought you had authority enough to make it go 
down with Mr. Chamberlain, who would be a gainer 
by the exchange, and, having already a plentiful for. 
tune, would have as good an opportun ity of showing 
bis abilities in one parish as in the other, 1 should 
add my humble entreaties to your grâce to consent 
to this proposai, if I had not so many reasons to 
apprehend that it would succeed just so much the 
worse for my solicitation. I confess, every friend I 
have, discovered long before myself that I had wholly 
lost your grace's favour, and this to a degree that ail 
whom I was disposed to serve were sure to thrive the 
worse for my friendship to them ; particularly, I have 
been assured that Mr. Walls would not have failed of 
the prebend of Malahiddart, if he had not been 
thought too much attached to me ; for it is aîleged, 
that according to your grace's own scheme of uniting 
the prebends to the vicarages it would almost have 
fallen to him of course ; and I remember the poor 
gentleman had always a remote hope of that prebend 
whenever Dr. Moor should quit it^ Mr. Wall came . 
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lately down to me to Trim upon that disappointment, 
and I was so free as to ask.him, whether he thought 
my friendship had done him hurt ; but he was either 
so meek, or so fearful of offending, that he would by 
no means impute his misfortune to any thing beside 
his want of merit, and some misrepresentations ; 
which latter I must confess to have found with grief, 
to have more than once influenced you against some, 
who by their conduct to your grâce haye deserved a 
quite différent treatraent. With respect to myself, I 
can assure your grâce, that those who are mort in 
your confidence make it no manner of secret) that 
several clergymen have lost your grace's favour by 
their civilities to me. I do not say any thing of this 
by way of complainte which I look upon to be an 
office too mean for any man of spirit and integrlty, 
but merely to know whether it be possible for me to 
be upon any better terms with» your grâce, without 
whîcn I shali be able to do very littk good in the 
small station I am placecL The friendship I had 
with the late ministry, and the trust they were pleased 
to repose in me, were chiefly applied to do ail the 
service to the church that I was able. I had no ill 
designs, nor ever knew any in the m. I was the con- 
tinuai advocate for ail men of merit without regard of 
part y ; for which it is known enough that I was suf- 
nciently censured by some warm men, and in a more 
particular manner for vindicating your grâce in an 
affair where I thought you were misrepresented, and 
you seemed desirous to be set right. And upon the 
whole, this I can faithfully assure your grâce, that I 
was looked upon as a trimmer, and one that was 
providing against a change, for no other reason but 
defepding your grace's principles in church and state ; 
which I think might pass for some ki'nd of merit 
in one who never either had or expected any mark 
of your favour. And I can not but think it hard, 
that I must upon ail occasions be made uneasy in 
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my station, have dormant prcbcnds revived on purpose 
to oppose me, and this openly acknowledged by 
those who say they act under your grâce* s direction. 
That instead of being able to do a good office to a 
desçrvin^ friend, as ail my predeçessors have been, 
ît is thought a matter of accusation for any one to 
cultivate my acqaaintance. This I must think to be 
hard treatment, and though I regard not tbe consé- 
quences as far as they are intended to affect myselfj 
yet your grâce may live to lament those wh'ch from 
thence may happen to the church. 

When I was first made dean, your grâce was 
pleased, in a very condescend ing manner, to write 
to me that you desiied my friend ship : I was then 
in the service of the ministry, and the peace was 
made; and if I had any share in their ill designs 
I -was then guilty, but I do not know that I have 
ever done any thing since to forfeit your good opû 
nion : I confess I lost> manjr friends by the queen*s 
death, but I will ne ver imagine your grâce to be of 
the number. 

I have given your grâce too long a trouble. I 
humbly beg your Messing, and shall remain ever, with 
the greatest truth and respect, my lord, 

Your grace's most dutiful 

aod most humble servant, 

JONATH. SWIFT, 



FROM MR. POPE. 



June dO, \7 IjS 

I CANNOTsuffer a friend to cross the Irish seas r 
without bearing a testimony from me of the constant 
esteem and affection I am both obliged and inclined 
to have for you, It is better he should tell you than 

■ K3 
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I, how often yon arc in our thoughts and in our cups* 
and how I learn to sleep fess*, and drink more, when- 
ever y ou are named araong us. I look upon a friend 
in Ireland as upon a friend in the other world, whom 
(popishly speaking) I believe constantly well-disposed 
toward me, and ready to do me ail the good he can, 
in that state of séparation, though I hear nothing frooi 
him, and make addresses to him bot very rarely* A 
protestant divine cannot take it amis» that I treat him 
in the same raanner with my patron saint. 

I can tell y ou no news» but what y ou will not suf. 
ficiently wonder at, that I suffer many tbings as an 
author militant ; whereof in y our days of probation, 
you have been a sharer, or you had not arrived to 
that triumphant state you now deservedly enjoy in the 
church. As for me, I have not the least hopes of the 
cardinalate, though I suffer for my religion in almost 
CYery weekly paper, I have begun to take a pique 
at the psalms of David, if the wicked may be créai ted, 
who hâve printed a scândalous onef in my namej. 
Thls report I dare not discourage too much, in a 
prospect I have at présent of a post under the mar- 
quis de Langallere$,_ wherein if I can but do some 
signal service against the pope, J may be considerably 
advanced by the Turks, the only religious people I 
dare corifide in. If it should happen herealter that 
I should write for the holy law of Mahomet, 1 hope 
it may make no breach between you and me ;. every 
one must live, and I beg you will not be the man to 
xnanage'the controversy against me. The church of 
Rome ,1 judge (from many modem symptoms, as wctt 

♦ Alluding to his constant custoni of sleeping after dinner. 
I)r. Warton. 

■f In Curli's coClection. Dr. Wartcw. 

X It is observable that he doth not dcny Itis behig the 
writei of ihtm. E>r. Warto», 

^ One who made a noise then, as cottnt Bonnetar has doue 
sluce. Dr. Warton. 
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as ancient prophecies) to be in a declining condi- 
tion* ; that of England will in a short time be scarce 
able to main ta in ner own family ; so churches sink as 
generally as banks in Europe, and for the same rea- 
son : that religion and trade, which at first were open 
and free, have been reduced into the management of 
companies, and the roguery of directors. 

I do not know why I tell you ail this, but that I 
always loved to talk to you ; but this is not the time 
for any man to talk to the purpose. Truth is a kind 
of contraband commodity which I would not venture 
to export, and therefore the only thing tending that 
dangerous way which I shall say, is, that I am and 
always will be with the utmost sincerity, 

Yours, &c. 



FROM LADY BOLINGBROKE. 
dear siRj Lonicn, Aug. 4, 17l6« 

I WISH your last had found me în the country, 
but, to my misfortune, I am still kept in town, 
soliciting my unfortunate business. I hâve fonnd 
great favour from his majesty. But form is a tedious 
thing to wait upon. Since it is my fate, I must bear 
it with patience, and perfect it, if I can ; for there is 
nothing like following business one's self. I am un- 
willing to stir without the seals, which I hope to have 
soon. I have been very ill ; this place pever agrée- 
ing with me, and less now than ever, it bêing pro- 
digious hot weather. 

* Thèse words are remarkable. What would he have said, 
if he had seen what has happened in France [1794] ? and 
what is likely to happen, by the diffusion of learning and 
science, in ail the other cathoiick countries of Europe ? such 
«vents are stupendou* j Awr b*c tint numine Dii ûm weniunu 

Dr. Warton. 
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I know not what to say as to or,e part of yburs * 
only this, that vou will fbïgive the fears of a woman, 
if she says she is glad it is as it is* though it has 
almost ruined her. I hope, one time or other, his 
majesty will,find ray lord has been misrepresented ; 
and, by that means, he may be restored to his coun- 
try once more with honour ; or else, however harsh it 
may Sound out of my mouth, I had rathcr wear 
-black. Thèse are my real sentiments. I never 
thought myself, nor my health, of any* conséquence 
till Etely ; and since you tell me it is so to the un- 
worthy, as you plëase to term it, I shali take care of 
it : for the worthy, which I once thought so, they 
are good for nothing, but to neglect distressed friends. 
Those few friends I meet with now, are worth a 
thousand relations : that I found long ago. We have 
the happiness of odd, half-witted relations, and silly, 
obstinate, opiniâtre friends, that are a severe plague 
to me. I never could have the pleasure of talking 
ont moment to the duchess of Ormond. She had 
always company, and some, that 1 wish she had not f 
She is now out of town, and we do not correspond 
at présent. I wish her ail happiness, and in better 
hands as to her business. You have a much better 
opinion of me than I deserve ; but I will study ail I 
can to merit that favour, which you are kind to assure 
me of. 

I wish it were possible for us two tô meet, that I. 
roight assure you, in person, that I am yours most 
faithfully. 

F. S. Yours came safe. I hope this will to you. 
There is a lady who never forgets you, and a 
particular friend to me, and has been a great 
comfort to me in my trouble; I meari my tenant: 
she is now in the country, to my grief. 
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TO MR. POPR 

Àugmt 30, 171$. 

I HAD the favour of yours by Mr, Ford, of whom, 
before^any other question relating to your health, or 
fortune, or success as a poet, * I inquired your prin- 
ciples in the comrnon form, w Is he a whig or a 
tory ?" I am sorry to find they are not so well tallied 
to the présent junctlire as I could wish. I always 
thought the terms of facto and jure had been intro- 
diiced by the poets, and that possession of any sort in 
Seings was held an unexceptionable title in the court 
of Parnassus* If you do not grow a perfect good 
subject in ail- its présent latitudes, I shall conclude 
you are becorae rich, and able to Hve without dedi- 
cations to men in power, whereby orie great incon- 
venience will iùllow, that you and the world and 
posterity will be utterly ignorant, of their virtues. 
For, either your brethren have miserably. deceived 
us thèse hundred years past : or power confers virtue, 
as naturally as five of your popish sacraments do 
grâce. — You sleep less, and drink more. — But your 
master Horace was nj'tn't somntque henîgnus * .* and, as I 
take it, both are proper for your trade. At to wine, 
there are a thousand poetical texts to confirm the one ; 
and as to the other, I know it was ancien tly the 
custom to sleep in temples for those who would con- 
«ult the oracles, u Who dictâtes to me slumber- 
ingt," &c* ^ s 

* 44 Indulgent to himself in sleep and wine." 

Dr. Warton. 

+ Milton, Paradise Lost, book ix. verse 23. On this pas- 
sage Dr. Warton remarks, that 44 this is the only time Swift 
ever alludes to Milton ; who was of an order of writçrs very 
différent from what Swift admired and imitated an asser- 
tion which it may not be improper to controvert. To pass 
«ver an allusion to Mil ton' s prose writings ; he twice men- 
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You arc an ill catholick, or a worse geographer, for 
I can assure you, Ircland is oot Paradise, and I appeal 
cvcn to any Spanish divine, whether addresscs were j 
ever made to a friend in Hell or Purgatory. And who 
are ail those enemies you hint at ? I can only think 
of Curll, Gildon, 'squire Burnet, Blackmore, and a 
few others, whose famé I have forgot : tools, in my 
opinion, as necessary for a good writer, as' pen, ink 
and paper. And besides, I would fain know whether 
every draper does not show you three or four damned 
pièces of stuff to set off hîs good one ? However, I 
will grant that one thorough bookselling rogue is 
better qualified to vex an author, than ail his con- 
temporary scribblers in critick or satire, not only by 

tions " Paradise Lost" with commendation ; but what is 
still more to the purpose, in the late excellent édition of 
Milton's 44 Poetical works," by the R*v. H. J. Todd, 
vol. II. p. 137» a note is given from the margin oV Swift's 
copy of 44 Paradise Lost;" which having excited my curi- 
osity, I have been favoured with the fol lowing extract of a let- 
. ter addressed to Mr. Todd from J. C. Walker, es^f well Jcnown 
to the literary world by his Historial Memoir on I talien Tra- 
gedy, and several other ingenious publications : 44 1 had once 
in my possession a book which might be of great use to you» 
a copy of the Paradise Lost, with marginal notes in the 
handwrUing of the celebrated Dean Swift, for the use of Mrs. 
Johnson and her friend Mrs. Dingley. But this book, which 
belonged to the late Mr. John Whiteway (whose name ap- 
pears in Swift's will), is, 1 fear, lost ; nor can I mid an exact 
transe ri pt which 1 made of thèse notes. It is true thèse notes 
were rat her explanatory than critical ; they served to justify 
Dr. Johnson's assertion, 44 that Stella had not much litera- 
ture." — By the reinarks on bis hop Burnet's préface to the 
44 History of the Reformation;" on 44 Gibbs's Psalms;" 
and on 44 Mackay's Charactèrs j" some idea may be fonned 
of the value of his marginal notes. And jt may not be unac- 
ceptable to the curious to be informed that in the library of 
the marquis of Lansdown is preserved the Dean's copy. « 
Herbert's History of Henry VIII. (which, it appears in 
vol. I. ne had in 1696.7 been reading with attention) ; tfd 
also his copy of bishop Burnet's 44 History oi the Reforma- 
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stolen copies of what was incorrect* or unfit for the 
publick, but by downright laying other men's dulness 
at your doôr. I had a long design upon the ears of 
that Curll, when I was in crédit; but the roguewould 
never allow me a fair stroke at them, although my 
penknife was ready drawn and sharp. I can hardly 
believe the relation of his bèing poisoned, although 
the historian prétends to have been an eyewitness : 
but I beg pardon, sack might do it, although rats- 
bane would not, I never saw the thing you mention 
as falsely imputed to you ; but I think the frolicks 
of merry hours, even when we are gu il ty, should not 
be left to the mercy of our best friends, umil Curll 
and his resemblcrs are hanged. 

With submission to the better judgment of you 
and your friends, I take your project of an employ- 
ment under the Turks to be idle and unnecessary. 
Have a lirtle patience, and you will find more merit 
and encouragement at home, by the same taethods. 
You are ungratefui to your country ; qûit but your 
own religion, and ridicule ours, and that will allow 
you a free choice for any bther, or for none at ail, 
and pay you wcll into the bargain. Therefore pray 
do not run and disgrâce us among the Turks, by tel- 
Hng them you were forced to leave your native home, 
because we . would oblige you to be a Christian ; 
whcreas we will make it appear to ail the world, that 
we only compelled you to be a whig. 

There is a young ingenious quaker in this town 
who writes verses to his mistress, not very correct, 
but in a stiain purely what a poetical quaker should 
do, commending her look and habit,. &c. It gave 
me a hint that a set of quaker pastoral s mSgia suc. 
ceed, if our friend Gay* could fancy it, and 1 think 
it a fruitful subject ; pray hçar what he says* I be- 



* Gay d'«ï wr'îe a pastoral of this kir.d, which is pubiiàhed 
iïi his WCttvà» Warburton, 
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lieve farther,. the pastoral ridicule is not exhausted ; 
and that a porter, footman, or chairman's pstoral 
might do weli. Or what think you of a Newgate 
pastoral, among the whores and thieves there* l 
, Lastly to conclude, I love you never the worse for 
seldom writing to you, I am in an obscure scène, 
where you know neither thing nor person» I can 
only answer yours, which I promise to do after a 
sort whenever you think fit to employ me. But I 
can assure you, the scène and the times have de- 
pressed me wonderfully, for I will impute no defect 
to those two paltry years which have shpped by since^ 
I had the happiness to see you* I am with the' 
truest esteem, 

Yours, &c. 



FROM THE DUCHESS OF ORNTONI>. 
SIR, Seftember 14, 17 l6*. 

I HAD the ill fortune to miss of that letter you up- 
braid me with. I had deserved any reproaches you 
could make me, if it had corne to my hands, and I 
not màde due acknowledçments for your inquiries after 
me. I will make you wish you had not been so angry 
with me; for I will scrawl out m y self, what you 
would rather Betty or my maid had, for they would 
have made shorter work of it ; but I will answer tvtry 
part of yours, that you obliged me with by Mr. 
Ford. ' 

Firs*, as to the lady you mention, the reason I had 
not seen her in a great while was, my being in the 
country. To tell you the truth, I believe her hus- 
band has been a better courtier, thaï* either she, or 

* Swift bimself wrote one of this kind, " Dermot and 
Shcelah." Wakuukion. 
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any of her sex could be ; because men have it în their 
ppwcr to serve, and I belietre hers has efièctually done 
what lay in him. 

You kindly ask how my aflàîrs go, There is yet 
no end of them, and God only knows whea there will 
be. For when eyery thing was thought done, a sud- 
den blast has blown ail hopes away, and then they 
give me fresh eXpectations. In the mean time I am 
forced to live upoo the borrow; my goods ail taken 
away ; that I shall not have so much as a bc\l to lie 
upon, but what I most buy ; and no money* of my 
own to do that with ; so that you may imagine me in 
a cheerful way. I pray God support me. 

The gentleman you inquired after is very well now. 
The illness you heard he had, he has been subject to 
a good while. What you désire, I wish were in the 
powerof either his brother or me; but ail will go 
from bôth of us of every kind. Only they say, that 
the clothes upon my back I may perhaps call mjr own, 
and jthat's ail. I Was obliged to leave the country. I 
was so ili there, that if I had not corne tb the phy- 
sicians, I çannoc tell what might have happened. My. 
daughter is your most humble servant, and is pretty 
well in health. 

Am not I one of my word, and troubled you twicc 
as long as ypu would have wished? But you will 
find by this, that a woman's pen should no more be set 
at work than her tongue; for she never knows when 
to let either of them rest. But my paper puts me in 
mind, that I have but just room to tell you, I wish 
much to see you hère, if it could be witn your satis- 
faction; and that I am,, with great sincerity, sir, * 
Your faithful humble servant, 

M. ORMOND. 



VOL. XVU 
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: FROM LORD BOLINGBROKE *. 

October'23, 1716. 
It is a very great truth, that, among ail the losses 
which I have sustained, none ' affected me more sensi. 
bly than that of your company and correspondance ; 
and yet, even now, I should not venture to write to 
you, did#not you provoke me to it. A commerce of 
letters between two men, who are out of the world, 
and who do not care one farthing to return into it 
again, must be of little moment to the state ; and yet 
I remember enough of that world, to know, that the 
most innocent thmgs beçome criminal in some meri, 
as the most criminal pass applauded in others. 

Your letter breathes the same spirit a6 your conver- 
sation at ail tlmes inspjred, even when the occasions 
of practising the severest rules of virtupqs fortitude 
seemed most remote; if such occasions çould ever 
sçem remofe to men, who are under the direction of 
yoiw able and honest friehd sir Roger \, 

To write about myself is no agrteable task, but 
your commands are sufficient at once to détermine and 
excuse me. Know therefore, that my health is far 
better than it has been a great while; that the money 
which I brought over with me will hold out some 
time longer; and that I have secured a small fund, 
which will yicld in any part of the world a revenue 
sufficient for one, qui peut se retrancher même avec 
plaisir dans la médiocrité. I use a French expression, 
because I have not one, that pleases me, ready in 
English. During several months after my leaving 

* Entorsed, " The Squire. — Reccived Nov. 7, 1716." N. 

t Sir ko^er is the naine given to lord treubiircr Oxford, in 
the h story < f John Kull. As BoJin^broke is known to have 
hateci and despuscd ihe treasyisr, the words able and huntst 
must be taken uonicully. H. 
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that obscure retreat, into which I had thrown myself 
last year, I went through ail the mortifying circum- 
starices imaginable. At présent I enjoy, as far as I 
consider myself, great complacency of mind ; but this 
inward satisfaction is embittered> when I consider the 
condition of my friends. They are got into a dark 
hole, where they grope about after blind guides* 
stumble from mistake to mistake ; jostle against one 
another, and dash their heads against the wall j and ail 
this to no purpose. For assure yourself that there is 
no returning to light ; no going out, but by going 
back. My style is mystick, but it is your trade to 
deal in mysteries, and therefore I add neither com- 
ment nor excuseé You will understànd me; and l 
conjure you to be persuaded that if I could have half an 
hour's conversation with yo«, for which I would bar- 
ter whole hours of life, you would stare, haul your 
wig, and bite paper, more than ever you did in your 
life*. Adieu, aearfriend; may the. kindest influence 
of Heaven be sh'cd upon you. Whether we may evcr 
meet again, that Heaven only knows ; if we do, what 
millions of things shalKwe have to talk over! Jn the 
mean while> believe that nothing sits so near my heart 
as my country and my friends; and that a mong thèse 
you ever had, and ever shall have, a principal place. 

If you write to me, direct " à Monsieur Chariot, 
chez, Monsieur Cantillon, languie r, rue de V Arbre 
secf." Once more adieu. 



FROM CHARLES FORD, ESQ. . 
SIR, Paris, Oct. S?8, 171 6- 

ÏF I was to see you again, you would give twice as 

* This is a strong picturc of Swift* s manncr. H. 
+ In Paris. H. 
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much as you offered six weeks ago, not to have seen 
me. By the sa me rule, you miçht aflbrd something 
not to hcar from me ; but the inclosed * came this 
roorninç to me, and I could not send it away, with- 
out addmg a few Unes in the cover. They are not to 
put you again into the spleen, but only to ask how you 
do, and how you employ yourself ? Do the great de- 
signs go on at Laracor? Or have the rains put a 
stop to your improvements, as well as to my journey ? 
It will cost you but a penny, and a few minutes, to 
answer thèse questions ; and in return you shall know 
any thing you désire to know of me in my travels. I 
shall go on as soon as We have five or six days sun- 
shine to dry the roads, and make the finest country in 
the world supportable. I am laughed at here, when I 
talk of travelling, and yet of waiting for fair weather; 
but to me the journey is the greatest part of the plea- 
sure. And wherea6 my compnion is continuaîly wish- 
ing himself at Rome, I wish Rome was a thousand 
leaeues farther, that I might have more way to pass 
in France and Italy. 

If you will do me the favour to write to me, direct 
to be left with Mr* Cantillon, banker in Paris. 

I am, Gfr. 



TO ARCHBISHOP KING. 

MY LORD, Dublin, No<v. 13, 17! 6. 

1 HE reason I never gave your grâce the trouble of a 
letter, was, because it could only be a trouble, with- 
out either entertainment or use; for I am so muchour, 
even of this little world, that I know not the com- 
monest occurrences in it ; neither do I now write to 
your grâce upon any sort of business, for I have no- 

* The preceding letter of lord Iiolingbroke. N# 



Digitized by 



LETTETIS TO AND FROM DR. SWIFU. 149 

thiag to ask but your blessing and favourable thoughts ; 
only I conceived it ought not to be said, that your 
grâce was several month9 absent in England, without 
one letter from the dean to payhis respects. My 
schemes are ail circumscribed by the cathedral, and the 
liberties about it; where nothing of moment hap- 
pened since your grâce left it, except the élection of 
Mr. Chamberlain to St. Nicholas, which passed quietly 
while I was absent in the country. I am purchasing a 

flebe, by the help of the trustées, for the vicarage of 
.aracor; and I have vanity enough to désire it might 
be expressed by a clause in the deeds, as one considéra- 
tion, that I had been instrumental in procuring the* 
first-fruits; which was accordingly inserted ; but 
hints were given it would not pass. Then the bishops 
of Ossory and Killaloe had, as I am told, a sum of 
money for their labour in that afFair; who, upon my 
arrivai at London to negotiate it, were one of them 
gone to Bath, and the other to Ireland : but it seems 
more reasonable to give bishops money for doing no- 
thing, than a private gentleman thanks for succeeding 
where bishops have failed. I am only sorry I was not 
a bishop, that I might at least have got money. The 
tory clergy hère seem ready for conversion, provoked 
by a parcel of obscure zealots in London, who, as we 
hear, are setting up a new churchof England by them- 
selves. By our intelligence, it seems to be a, compli- 
cation of as mucri folly, madness, hypocrisy, and 
mistake, as ever was offered to the world. If it be 
undérstood so on your side, I cannot but think there 
would be a great opportunity of regaining the body of 
the clergy to the interest of the court : who, if they 
were persuaded by a few good words to throw off their 
fears, could never think of the pretepder without hor-' 
rour ; under whom it is obvious that those refîners would 
have the greatest crédit, and consequently 'every thing 
be null since the time of the révolution, and more 
havock made in a few months, than the most desponding 
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among the tories can justly apprehend from the présent 
management in as marry years. Thèse at least are, af 
I am told, the thoughts and reasonings of the high 
church people among us : but whether a court, in the 
midst of strength and security, will conceive it worth 
their while to cultiva te the dispositions of people in the 
dust, is out of my reach. 

The bishop of Dromore has never been in town since 
he went to fus diocèse, nor does he say any thing of 
coming up. He is in good health. 

I was told a week or two ago a confused story of 
the anatomy lecturer at the collège turned out by the 
provost *, and another put in hts place. I know not 
the particulars ; but am assured he* is blamed for it 
both by the pririce and your grâce. I take the provost 
to be a very nonest gentleman, perfectly good natured, 
and thé least inclined to speak ill of others of almost 
any person I have known. He has very good inten- 
tions ; but the defect seems to be, that his views are 
short, various, and sudden ; and I have reason to 
think, he hardly ever makes use of any other counsel- 
lor than himself. I talked to him of this matter sincc 
it was done, and I think his answers satisfied me ; but 
I am an ill retaîner of facts wherein I have no concern: 



own ease, an dof theirs who dislike him, if he were 
put into another station ; and if you will not afford 
him a bishoprick, that you will let him succeed some 
rich country dean. I dare be confident that the pro- 
vost had no other end in changing that lecturer, than 
a design of improving anatomy as far as he could ; for 
he would never have made such a step as choosing the 
prince chancelier, but from a résolution of keeping as 
fair as he possiblycould with the présent powers, in re- , 
gard both to his ease and his interest ; and in hopes of 
changing a post, wherein, ta say the truth, he haï 

♦ Dr. Pratt, afterward dean of Down. F. 
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been used,by judges and governors like any dog, and 
has suflèred more by. it in his health and honour, than I, 
with his patrimonial estate, \vould thii>k it were worth; 
Here has been one Whittfngham, in an ordination ser- 
mon, calling the clergy a thousand dumb dogs, and 
treating episcopacy as bad as Boyse* ; yet no notice at 
ail shall be taken of thia, unless to his advantage upon 
the next vacant bishoprick ; and wagers are laid al- 
ready, whether he or one Monk will be the man. 
But I forget myself ; and therefore shall only add, that 
I am, with the greatest respect and truth, my lord, 
Your grace's most dutiful 

and most humble servant, tS>V. 



FROM ARCHBISHOP KING. 
sïr, Lonioity Suffolk street, Nov. <2<2, I7î6\ 

I RE AD y ours of the thirteenth instant with great 
satisfaction. It is not only an advantage to you and 
me, that there should be a good correspondence be- 
tween us, but aîso to the publick,; and I assure you I 
had much ado to persuade people here, that we kept 
any tolerable measures with one another ; much less, 
that there was any thing of a good intelligence : and 
therefore you judged right, that it ought not to be said, 
that in so many months I had not received any letter 
from you. 

I do a little admire, that those that should be your 
fastest friends, should be so opposite to acknowledge 
the service you did in procuring the twentieth parts 
and first fruits : I know no reason for it, except the 
zcai I showed to do you justice in that particular from 
the beginning. But since I only did it, as obliged to 

* An emtnent dissenting teacher, minister of Wood street 
meeting- hou se in Dublin, who wrotc several tracts in ftyour ot : 
the Ubsenters. F. 
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bear testimony to the truth, in a matter which I cer- 
tainly knew, and would have donc the same for the 
worst enemy I had in the world, I see no reason why 
you should suffcr, because I among others was your 
witness. But be not concernée)» ingratitude is war- 
ramed by modem and ancient custom: and it is more 
honour for a man to have it askcd, why he had not a 
suitable return to his merits, than why he was over- j 
paid. Benefacere et maie audire is the lot of the best ' 
men- If calumny or ingratitude could have put me out 
of my way, God knows where I should have wan- ! 
dered by this time. I 

I am glad the business of St. Nicholas * is ovef 
any way : my inclination was Mr. Wall ; that I might 
have joined the vicarage of Castle-knock to the pre- 
bend of Malahidart ; which would have made a good 
provision for one man, served the cdres better, and 
yielded more then to the incumbenr, than it can do | 
now, when in différent hands. But I could not com- 
pass it witHout using more power oyer my clergy, than 
I am willing to exert. But as I am thankful to you 
for your condescension in that affair, so I will expect 
that those, with whom you have complied, should 
show their sensé of it by a mutual return of the Hke 
compliance, when there shalî be occasion. Such re- 
ciprocal kind offices are the ground of mutual confidence 
and friendship» and the fuel that keeps them alive : and I 
think nothing can contribute more to oux common ease, 
and the pubhck good, than maintaining thèse between 
you and me, and with the clergy. 

We hare a strong report, that my lord Bolingbroke 
wîll rètttrn here, and be pardoned ; certainly it must 
not be for nothing. I hope, he can tell no ill story of 
you. 1 add only my prayers for you, and am, sir, 
Your most humble servant, and brother, 
WILL. DUBLIN. 

» The dean and chapterof-St. Patrick's are the appropriators 
of that chr.ch, aod have the rigut ot' bestowii>g the cure on 
hoin they ple*se. H. 
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TO THE ARCHBISHOP OF DUBLIN. 

my lord, Tnm 9 Dec. l6, I7l6\ 

I SHOULD be sony to see my lord Bolingbroke fol* 
lowing the trade of an informer : because he is a per- 
son for whom I always had, and still continue, a very 
great love and esteem. For I think, as the rest of 
mankînd do, that informers are a détestable race of 
people, although they may be sometimes necessafy* 
Besides, I do not see, whom his lordship can inform 
against, except himself : he was three or four days at 
the court of France, while he was secretary ; and ït 
is barely possible, he might then have entered into 
some deep negotiation with the pretènder : although I 
would not beheve him, if he should swear it ; because 
he protested to me, that he never saw him but once : 
and that was at a great distance, in publick, at an 
opéra. As to any others of the ministry at that time, 
I am confident he cannot accuse them : and that they 
will appear as innocent with relation to the pretènder, 
as any who are now at the helm. And as to myself, 
if I were of any importance, I should be very easy 
under such an accusation ; much casier, than I am to 
think your grâce imagines me in any danger, or that 
lord Bolingbroke should have any ill s tory to tell of 
me. He knows, and loves, and thinks too well of . 
me, to ( be capable of such an action. But I am sur- 
prised to think your grâce could talk, or act, or cor- 
respond with me for some years past : while y ou must 
needs believe me a most false and vile man ; declaring 
to yon on ail occasions 1 my abhorrence of the pretènder, 
and yet privately engaged with a ministry to bring 
him in ; and therefore warning me too look to myself, 
and prépare my defence against a false brother, coming 
over to discover such secrets as would hang me. 
Had there been ever the least overture or intent of 
'4 
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bringing in, the pretender, during my acqua intance 
with the ministry, I think I must have been very 
stupid not to have picked out some discoveries or sus- 
picions. And althoûgh I ara not sure I should have 
turned informer, yet I am certain I should have drop- 
ped some gênerai cautions, and immediately have re- 
tired. When people say, things were not ripe at thd 
queen's death ; they say, they know not what. 
Things were rotten : and had the ministers any such 
thoughts, they should have begun three years before ; 
and they, who say otherwise, understand nothing of 
the state of the kingdom at that time* 

But wrjether I am mistajcen or not in other men, I 
beg your grâce to believe, thàt I am not mistaken in 
myself. I always professed to be against the preten- 
der ; and am so still. And this is not to make my 
court (which I know is vain) for I own myself full of 
doubts, fears, aud dissatisfactions ; which I think on 
as seldom as I can : yet if I were of _any value, the 
publick may safely rëly on my loyalty : because I 
look upon the coming of the pretender as a greater 
evil, than any we'are likely to suffer under the worst 
whig ministry that can be found. 

I have not spoke or thôught so much of party thèse 
two years, norcould any thing have tempted me to ir, 
but the grief I have in standing soill in your grâce'* 
opinion. I beg your grace's blessing, 

And am, &c. 

JON. SWIFT. 



TO THE SAME. 
my lord, Trim, Dec* 22, 1? 10. 

I HAVE been here some days, to finish the pWhase 
, of a glèbe for my country parish. I f revailed on a 
gentleman to alienate twenty acres ior 200/. to be 
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had from the trustées of the first fruits. He then set» 
me twenty-three acres more for 999 years. Upon thèse 
last twenty-three acres, I am, by agreement, to lay 
out the said 2()<>/. in building, and to give the gentle- 
man immediately 5. / out of my own pocket, and to 
pay hîm 14/. per annum % for ever, which is near the 
value of the whole forty acres ; thèse last twenty-three 
acres, after I have built and improved, I design to 
leave my successors *, who will then have forty -three 
acres of good glèbe, withhouse, gardens, €sfr. forl*/. 
per annpm. I reckon to lay out of my own poney 
about 2ôt7. and so to be an humble imirator of your 
grâce, longo inter<vallo. This expédient was a project 
of Dr. Raymond, minister of this town, to deal with 
a Jew, who would not lessen his rent-roll to save ail 
the churches in Christendom. Dr. Coghill, and every 
body else, approves the thing ; since it is a good bar- 
gain to the church, a better to the gentleman, and 
only a bad one to myself ; and I hope your grâce will 
îave the same thoughts. 

Since I came down here, I received the honour of a 
large, and therefore an a'grèeable letter, from your 
grâce, of November I have reason to think my- 
self hardly dealt with by those of the side in power, 
who will not think I deserve any place in your good 
thoughts ; wheri they cannot but know, that, while I 
was near the late ministry, I was a common advocate 
for those they cali the whigs, to a degree, that a certain 
great minister told me, I had always a whig in my 
sleeve ; neither did I ever rail to interpose in any case of 
merit or compassion, by which means several persons in 
England, and some in this kingdom, kept their em- 
ploy ments, for 1 cannot remember my lord Oxford ever 
refused me a request of that kind. And for the rest, 
your grâce may very well remember, that I had the 
honour of corresponding with you, during the whole 

» Sec the Dean's will, in vol. II. N. 
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period, with some degree of confidence: because I 
know your grâce had wished the same things, but dif- 
fered only in opinion abont the hands that should eflfèct 
them. It was on account of this conduct, that certain 
warm créatures of this kingdom, then in London, and 
not unknown to your grâce, had the assurance to 
give me broad hînts that I was providing against a 
change ; and I observe those very men are now the 
most careful of ail others, to creep as far as they can 
out of harm's way. I 

The* system of new zealots, which your grâce ex*, 
tracted, must be very suitable to my principles, who 
was always a whig in politicks. I have been told, 
that upon thedeath of the last nonjurinç bishop, Dod- 
well and his followers thought the schism at an end. 
My notion was, that thèse people began to set op 
again, upon despair of their cause by the rébellion* 
being brought to an end ; else their politicks are, if 
possible, worse than their divinity. Upon the whole, 
it is clear, that the game is entirely in the hands 
of the king and his ministers; and I am extremcly 
glad of your grace's opinion, that it will be play- 
ed as it ought : or, if we must suflèr for a name, 
however, 1 had rather be devoured by a lion than 
a rat. - -| 

That maxim of the injuring pcrson never forgiving 
the person injured, is, I believe, true in particulars, | 
but not of communities. I cannot but suppose that the 
clerey thought there were some hardships and grouncis 
for fears, otherwise they must be very wicked, or very 
mad ; to say more, would be to enrer into dispute upon 
a party subject ; a dog or a horse knows when he is 
kïndly treated : and besides, a wise administration will 
endeavour to remove the vain, as well as the real fears 
of those they govern. 

1 saw the provost yesterday in this neighbourhood, 

• In Scotland, in the ycar 1715. F. 
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y cry * whôre again/ and endeavour t<* 
Townshcnd in Ris turn* For thèse re- 
are like that of Jâcobitism in former 
are told, that lord Bolingbroke haa per- 
\y in France, notwithstanding the latc 
d he retires from Paris. 



) ARCHBISHOP KING. 

London, idarch <J, 1 7 1 G- 1 

iay the honour of a letter from your 
y ou first mention Mr. Duncan's acci. 
ta Ils out, is quite recovercd, and tlicy 
r of his asthma: I belicve, whenevcr 
• )c in some difficultés, although I am 
t who may succeed him, providcd hc 
ng person ; unless I might say, that 
ire a little turned to oblige Mr. Dop- 
ai nt of his brother, for whom I bave 
ry great esteem. It will bc impoui. 
ivxy any point against that great majo- 
ter, who are sure to oppose me when- 
• and in thosc case* 1 shall bc very 
' 'ation, only chooiing tltosc I 
such QkJkÊÊL wiJJ < ni tu; 



158 1ETTER» TO ASJ} FROM DR. SWIFT. 

Pope and Gay, are now with me, and remember you« 
It îs our joint request, that you wiH endeavour to pro- 
cure some subscnptions : you will give your receipti 
for the money you receive, and when you return it 
hither, you sball have others in lieu. There are no 
papers printed here* nor any advertiseroent to be pub- 
lished ; for the whok matter is to be managed by friends 
in such a manner as shall be least shocking to tbe dig- 
nity of a plenipotentiary. 

I am told the archbishop of Dublin shows a letter of 
yours, reflecting on the high flyine clergy. I fancy 
you have write to him in an konicaî style, and that he 
woiild have it otherwise understood. This will bring 
to your mind what I have formerly said to you on that 
figure. Pray condescend to explain this matter to me. 
The removal of m y lord Townshend ha s given a little 
çpirit ; but that will soon flag, if the king, at his re- 
turn, does not make farther changes. What measures 
his majesty will take is uncertain ; but this we are 
very sure of, that the divisoo of the whigs is so great, 
that, morafly speaking, nothing but another rébellion 
can ever unité them. Sunderland, Stanhope, and 
Cadogan are of one side ; Townshend, Walpole, Or- 
fbrd, Devonshire, and the chancellor *, on the other. 
The latter seem at présent to be strongest ; but when 
the former appear with a German reinforcement, they 
will tmdoubtedly turn the balance. They are both 
making their court to the tories, who, I hope, will 
be a body by themselves, and not serve as recruits to 
either of the other two. Lord Townshend's friends 
give out, that his disgrâce is owing to refusinç four 
-things, <vix. to keep up the army ; repeal the limita- 
tions of the succession-act; to send money to Germany 
for carrying on a war against Sweden; and to attaint 
lord Oxiord. When lord Sunderland f cornes over, he 

* William earl powpcr. B. _ 
+ By whose intrigues iorà viscount Townshend had bcen re- 
movetl from the post of secretary of state, which was given to 
gênerai Stajihope, atterward earl Stanhopç. ^B. 
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wHl probabfy cry 'whôre again/ and ehdeavour td 
aaddle lord Townshcnd in Ris tûrm For thèse re- 
proaches now are like that of Jâcobitisra in former 
reigns. We are told, that lord Bolingbroke has per- 
mission to stay in France, notwithstanding the late 
treaty, provided he retires from Paris* 



TO ARCHBISHOP KING. 

MY lord, Londotti Àîarch 9, 1716-17. 

I H AD yesterday the honoar of a letter from your 

trace, wherein you first mention Mr. Duncan's acci- 
ent, who, as itjfalls out, is quite recovered, and they 
say is since better of his asthma : I believe, whenever 
he dies, I shall be in some difficutties, although I ara 
wholly indiffèrent who raay succeed him, provided he 
may be a deserving person ; unless I mîght say, that 
my inclinations are a little turned to oblige Mr. Dop- 
ping *, on account of his brother, for whora I have 
always had a very great esteem. It will be impossi- 
ble for me to catry any point against that great majo- 
rity of the chapter, who are sure to oppose me when- 
ever party interfères : and in those cases I shall be very 
ready to change my nomination, only choosing those I 
least dislike among such as they will consent to: 
wherein, I hope, I shall have ypur grace's appro- 
bation. 

About a week aeo, I wrote to your grâce in relation 
to the provost. My lord bishop of Drornore, Dr. 
Coghill, and I, were yesterday using our rhetorick to 
no purpose. — The topick he perpetually adhères to is, 
that the court offers him a deanery, because they look 

* Dr. Doppinfc was made bishop of Ossory in 1741» and 
died the year following. He was unde to miss Hamilton, 
af'terward countess oï Ossory. î*. 
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upon htm as a tnan they cannot trust ; whkh, lie sayt, 
affects his réputation : that he professes to be as trueto 
the présent king, as any person in employaient : tint 
he has always shown himself so : that he was saorificed 
by the tories in the late reign,' on account of the dis* 
pute in the collège, and other roatters : that he pub* 
lickly argues and appears against the same party now, 
upon ail occasions ; and expects as little favour from 
them, if ever they should corne into power, as any 
man now in employment. As to any hints dropped 
to him of any danger or uneasiness from parlia- 
ment or Visitation, he déclares himself perfeedy 
safe and easy ; and if it might not af&ct the society, 
he should be glad of such inquiries, in order to vindi- 
cate himself : that he should nke the deanery of Down 
full as well, and perhaps better, than the bishofrick 
of Dromore, provided rhe deanery was given him in 
such a manner, and with some mark of favour and 
approbation, that -he world would not think he was 
driven into it as a man whom the king could not trust; 
and if any such method could be thought on, he 
would readily accept it : that he is very sensible he 
should be much happier in the other station, and much 
richer, and which weighs with him more, that it would 
be much for the présent interest of the collège to be 
under another head : but that the sensé of his own 
loss of crédit prevails with him above ail consi- 
dérations ; and tnat he hopes in some time to convince 
the world, and the court too, that he has been altogether 
misrepresented. 

This is the sum of his reasoning, by ail I could 
gather after several conversations with him, both 
alone and with some of his best friends ; who ail differ 
from him, as he allows most of his acquain tance do, 
I am no judge of what conséquence his removal may 
be to the service of the collège, or of any favours tobe 
shown it. But, I believe, it would be no difficult 
matter to find a temper in this affair; for instance (I 
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speak pufeîy my nwn thoughts) if ihe prince would 
graçiously please to send a favourable message by his 
secretary, to ofFer him the deanery, in such a manner 
as mightianswer the provost's difficulty. I cannot but, 
thinjc your grâce migfit bring such a thing a bout ; but 
that I humbly leave to your grâce, 

My lord bishop of Dromore received lettera y ester, 
day from your grâce, and the bishop of Derry, with 
an account of his succeeding to CJogher, of which I 
âm sure ail parties will be exceeding glad. 

I wish your grâce a good journey to the Bath, and 
a firm establishment of your health there. 1 am» 
with the greatest respect, my lord, 

Your grace's most dutiful 
and too&x humble servant, 

\ J< SWIFT, 

Not knowing but your grâce might be gone to the 
Bath, I hâve mentioned something of the provost's 
afFair, m a letter this post, to my lord bishop of 
Perry, 



TO THE SAME. 

MY LORD, Dublin, Marché, 171fj-l7% 

YoUR grace's letter was a long time before it 
reached me ; for I was several weeks in the country* 
dispatching the afFair of the glèbe, which, however, 
is not yet quite fioished. Your grâce does rightl.y 
conceive the nature of my purchase, and that I am» 
likely to be 200/. poorer for it ; only I shall endea.» 
vour to lose hy degrees, which is ail I have for it, 
1 shall endeavour, as much as X can, to prevent the 
evil you foresee of my successors nçglecting my îm- 
provements, and letting them ail go to ruin. I shall 
take the best advke 1 can, and leave them to be fools, 
f 3 
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as we!l as knave9, îf they do so'; for I shall make'so 
many plantations and hedges, that the land will let for 
double the value; and after ail, I must leave sotne- 
thing to fortune, 

A» to what your grâce mentions of a practîce in the 
la te reign, of engaging people to corne intothe queen'* 
measures, I have a great deal to say on that subject, 
not worth troubling you with at présent ; farther thaft 
that I am confident those who prétend to say most of 
N it, are conscious their accusation is wrong: but I 
never love myself so little as when I diffef from your 

trace; nor do I believe I ever shall do it, but whm 
am master of the fact, and your grâce has it only br 
report. 

I have been speaking much to the nrovost about the 
deanery of Derry, or whatever other employmem, 
under a bishoprick, may be designed him upon the* 
promotions. I find Dr. Coghill* has been upon the 
subiect with him, but he isabsolutely positive to take 



whatever shall be given him now, beneath the statio:» 
his predecessors were called to, will be a mark of his 
lying under the displeasure of the court, and that he is 
not to be trusted; whereas he looks upon himself u> 
have acted with principles as loyal to the présent go- 
vernment, as any the king empldys. He does net 
seem to dislike either the deaneries of Derry or Down, 
but is persuaded it will teflect upon his réputation ; 
and nnless it could be contrived that he might have 
some mark of favour and approbation ajong with sucli 
a preferment, I believe your grâce may be assured hè 
will not accept it. I only repeat what he *ays to mi 
and what I. believe he will adhère to. 

For my own part, who am not.so refined, I gave mf 

* Marmadukc Coghill, M. D v judge of the "prérogative 
court ; afterwants a privy connsellor, chancellor of the -ex- 
cheqt-er, aiuTa commissioaer of the revenue. 




présent; and his argument is, that 
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opinion that he should take what was given him ; but 
his other friends differ from me, and for ought I know, 
they may be in the right; and if the court thinks it of 
conséquence that the présent provost should be removed, 
I am not sure but a way may be found out of saving 
his crédit, which is ail he seems to require ; although 
I am confident, that if he were a bishop, the govern- 
ment might be very secure of him, since he seems 
wholly fallen out with the tories, and the tories with 
him ; and I do not know any man, who, in common 
conversation, talks with more zeal for the présent esta- 
blishment, and against ail oppose rs of it, than he. 
The only thing he desires at^present in his discourse 
with me, is, that no proposai of a deanery should be at 
ail made to himi but that he may go ort as he is, un. 
til farther judgment shall be made of him by his future 
conduct. 

I thought it proper to say thus much to your grâce, 
because I,did not know whether you and he perfealy 
understood each other. 

1 hear your grâce in tends this spring for the Bath. 
I shall pray for the good of the church, that you may 
then establish your health. I am, with the greatest 
respect, 

Your grace's most dutiful and most humble servant, 

J. SWIFT. 

Among other things, the provost argued, that Dr. 
Poster was promoted to a bishoprick from being a 
fellow ; and therefore he must conclude, that orrcr- 
ing him a less preferment, is a mark of displeasure; 
'with which circumstance hé is determined not to 
leave his présent station. 
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TO THE SAME. 

MY LORD, Magherlyn % May 23, 1717- 

\ OUR grace's lettcr of March TCA was brought to 
me at Trim, where I went a month ago to finish my 
lease and purchase for my country parish. In some 
days after, I met my lord bishop of Clogher at 
Drogheda, by appointment ; we went together . to 
Clogher, where he was enthroned, and after three 
days came to this place, where his lordship i» settling 
every thing against the coming of the new bishop, 
who is expected hère next week. My great business 
at. Clogher was to seduce his lordship to lay out 
2000/. m a new house, and for that end we rode about 
to find a situation. I know not whether I shall pre* 
va il ; for he has a hankering after making additions to 
the old one, whkh I will never consent to, and would 
ratherhe should leave ail to the generosity of a sac- 
cessor. My notion is, that when a bishop, with good 
dispositions, happens to arise, it should be every man's 
business to cultivate them. It is no ill âge that pro- 
duces two such ; and therefore, if I had crédit with 
your grâce and his lordship, it should be ail employed 
in pushing you both upon works of public good, with- 
oiit the least mercy to your pains or your purses. An 
expert t rades man makes a few of his bcst customers 
answer, not only for those whom he gets little or 
no thing by, but for ail who die in his debt. 

I will suppose your grâce has heard of Mr. Dun- 
can's death. I am sure I have heard enough of it, 
by a great yicrease of disinterested correspondents ever 
s in ce, It is well I am at free cost for board and lodg- 
ing, else postage would have undone me. I have re- 
turned no answer to-any ; and shall be glad to proceed 
with your grace's approbation, which is less a compli- 
ment, because I believe my chapter are of opinion I 
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cas hardly procçed without it. I only désire two 
things; first, that those who call themselves my friends 
may have no reason to reproach me; and the second» 
that in the course of this matter, 1 may have something 
to dispose of to some one I wish well to. 

Some weeks before Mr. Duncan's death, his brother 
in law Mr. Lawson, roinister of Gallrim, went for 
Englaod, by Mr. Duncan's consent, to apply for an 
adjoining living, called Kilmore, in Mr. Duncan's 
possession, and npw in the crown by his death. I 
know not his succès s ; but heartily wish, if it be in-, 
tendcd for him, fhat the matter might take another 
tara: that Mr. Warren, who is landlord of Galtrim, 
might have that living, and Kilmore adjoining, both 
not 150/. and Mr. Lawson to go down to Mr. War, 
ren's living, in Clocher diocèse, worth above 200/. 
Bat this is ail at random, because I know not whether 
Kilmore may not be already disposed of, for I hear it 
is in yourgrace's turn. 

I heard lately from the provost, who talked of 
beîng in the North in a month ; but pur Dublin ac 
count is, that they know not when the deanery is to 
be given him. I do not find any great joy in either 
party, on accotmt of the person, who, it is supposed, 
will socceed him*. The wrong custom of making 
that post the next step to a bishoprick, has been, as 
yonr grâce says, of ill conséquence ; and although, as 
you add, it gives them no rank, yet they think fit to 
take it, and make no scruple of preceding, on ail oc. 
casioits, the best priva te clergyman in the kingdom ; 
which is a trifle of great conséquence when a man's 
head is possessed with it. 

I pray God préserve your grâce, for the good of 

the church and the learned world ; and for the hap, 

piness of those whom you are pleased to honour with 

yoor firiendship, favour, or protection. I beg your 

✓ 

* J>r* Richard Baldwin. He died in December, 17 59. F. 
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grace's blessing ; and remain, with the greatest trtttk 
and respect, my lord, 

Your grâce'* most dutiful 
and most humble serrant, 

J. SWIFT. 



' FROM ERASMUS LEWIS, ESQ. 

LondoJt) June 15, 1717» 

Last night I received yours of the 5th instant; 
and since y ou tell me I am your only correspondent,' 
I think I ought to be the more punctual in my re- 
turns, and the more full in what relates. to our friends 
hère. You will see by the publick prints that 
Monday next corne se'nnight îs appointed for the 
trial of my lord Oxford, and that no less than six and 
twenty doughty members âre appointed to manageit, 
The lords have likewise settled the whole formsof the 
proceedings. My lord has asked, that two lawyers 
more might be added to his counsel : yet is ail this- 
but a farce; for there is not a créature living whc 
thinks he will ever be tried ; for they publickly own, 
that they neither have, nor ever had, any évidence; 
and laugh at impeachments, and attainders, and party 
gambols ; and say, that ail people deserve to be so pu- 
nished, who présume to dispossess the whigs of their 
indefeasible nght to the administration. But since he 
is not to be tried, the next question is, in what manner 
he is to be brought off, so as to save the honour of his 
prosecutors ? I think it will be by an act of grâce* 
Others say, it will be by the commons asking more 
time, and the lords of their party agreeing to refuse it. 
But as we are wholly Ignorant of their intentions, it» 
possible neither of thèse guesses may be right, and that 
they may keep him yet another year hx prison; which 
my lord Mariborôughseems passionately to désire* 
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We labour here under ail the disadvantages in the 
world in every ïespect ; for the tide of party runs still 
very strong every where, but in no place more than in 
Westminster-hall. Those on this side, whose honour 
and interest bot h require that aU people, who pay obé- 
dience, should be protected, seem to want a capacity to 
govem'j and the similitude of circumstances between 
the king and the regent, render the latter a firm ally, 
contrary to the natural interest of France. Thus we 
are secure from any foreign enemy* 

I agrée with you, that Snape's letter # is really but 
a letter, and that it is much too short and too slight 
for such a subject. However, his merit was great, in 
being the first to give the alarm to his brethren, and 
setting himself in the front of the battle against his ad. 
rersanes. In those respects, his letter has had its fuli 
efièct. • 

I désire you will be as qoick as you can in the as- 
sistance you intend Prior; for those who subscribed 
hère are impatient to have their books ; and we cannot 
keep it ofF much longer, without passing for common 
cheats. Dr. Arbuthnot, and Mr. Charleton, and I, 
remember you often. Lady Masham always asks for 
you very affectionately. By the way, I am perfectly 
restored to grâce there, and am invited to their house 
in the country. As soon as lord Oxford' s affair is 
over, I intend to go amongst myfriends in the country, 
not to return hnher till about Michaelmas. But if 
you will direct to me at my house in town, your letters 
wîll-be conveyed to me, wherever I am. Mr. Roch- 
fort + seems to have a great many good qualities, an<J 
I am heartily glad he has met with success. Adieu. 

* To the bhhop of Bangor,. Dr. Hoadly, occasioued by h« 
lordship's sern.cn prcached betbre the king ôn Mardi 31,1717,- 
* conceming the nature oi' the kingdom and church of 
Christ.' B. 

+ Lord chief baron of the exchequer in queen Anne's reign. 
See, in one ©f the poetical volumes, 44 The Country Life,'* 
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FROM THE SAME. 

Union, June 18, lfif. 

HaVING acqnaintcd yoo in my letter of last pôst, 
that it was the universal opinion the coraraons would 
not £roceed to the trial of my lord Oxford, I think 
myself obligcd to tell you, that wc begîn now to bc 
something doubtfuî; for the managers, who are 
twenty-seven in mimber, strenuously give our, that 
they shall be ready to proceed on Monday next. 
Therefore, if you have any thoughts of coming over, 
let not any thine, which I have said in my last, have 
any weight with you to aîter that resolution. I am 
wholly taken up with the men of the law, and there- 
fore have nothing to say to you at présent upon any 
pubiick matters. I shall only just trouble you with 
one word relating to a prîvate affair. My brother b 
chaplain to Sir Charles Hotham's régiment, which is 
now ordered to Ireland. If you could find any young 
fellow, who would buy that commission, my brother 
thinks his patron (my lord Carlisle) will easily pre- 
vail with my lord duke of Bolton for leave to dis- 
pose of it. 1 should be ver y glad you could "find him 
a chapman. 



FROM THE SAME. 

London)JulyZ,Yi\1. 

I HAVE the pîeasure to inform you, that lord Ox- 
ford's impeachment was discharged last night, by the 
unanimous consent of ail the lords présent; and, as 
nearly as I could counr, their number was one hun. 

wrirtenby the Dean while he was spend ng part of a mmmer 
at the hou c of Cctrgiî Ruciiiurt, t*^. $ot\ oi the le-id cluef 
baron. N. 
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dred and six, the duke of Marlborough, my lord 
Cadogan, lord Coningsby, and a few others of the 
most violent, baving withdrawn thcmselves before the 
lords came into Westminster-hall The acclamations 
were as great as upon any occasion ; and our friend, 
who seems more formed for adversity than prosperity, 
has at présent many more friends than ever ne had 
before, in any part of his life. I bdieve he will not, 
have the fewer, from a message he received this morru 
ing from the king, by my lord Chamberlain, to forbid 
him the court* You kncrw the prosecution was at 
first the resentment of a party ; but it became at last 
a ridiculous business, weakly carried on by the impo- 
tent rage of a woman, (I mean of my lady Marl- 
borough) who is almost dis trac ted that she could not 
obtain her re venge, 

I am now going out of town, with an intention to 
roll about from place to place, till a bout Michaelmas 
next. If ybu write to me, direct to me hither as 
usual, and y our letter will be conveyed to me, where- 
ever I am. 

Dr. Arbuthnot, Mr. Charleton, and Mr. Currey, 
have dined with me to day, and you have not been 
forgot. I was in hopes we should have seen you ère 
Xhis. The doctor says, you wait for the act of grâce. 
Is it so? I hope to see you by next winter. 



TO ROBERT COPE, ESQ # . 

SîR, Londott, Jufy9t 1717. 

I RECEIVED the fàvour of your letter before I came 
to town ; for I stayed three weeks at Trim after I lefc 
you, out of perfect hatred to this place, where at 

» A gentleman of learning, good family, and fortune, and a 
great admirer of Dr. Swift. F. 
VOL. XVI. 
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length business dragged me âgainst my .will. The 
archdeacon, who dchvers you this, will let you know 
I am bat an ili solicitor for hira. The thing is indeed 
a little difficult and perplexed, yet a willing mind 
would make it easy ; but that is wanted, and I can- 
not work it up. However, it shall not be my fault, 
if something be not made of it one time or otfaer ; -but 
some people give their best friends reason to complain. 
I have at a venture put you down among poor Mr. 
Prior's * benefactors ; and I wonder what exemption 
you prétend to as appears by your.letter to Mr. 
Stewart. It seems you took tbe thousand pounds a 
year in a literal sensé, and even at that rate I hope you 
would not be excused. I hope your sheep shearing in 
the county of Louth hath established your heàlth ; 
and that Dr. Tisdell, your brotherof the spleen, cornes 
fiometimes and makes you laugh at a pun or a blunder. 
I made a good many advances to your friend Bol ton! 
since X came to town, and talked of you ; but ail sig- 
nified nothing ; for hë has taken every opportunity of 
opposing me, in the most unkind and unnecessary man- 
ner; and I hâve done with hira. I could with great 
satisfaction pass a month or two among you, if things 
would permit* The archdeacon carries you ail the 
news, and I need say nothing. We grow mighty 
sanguine, but my temper has not tire enougjh in it. 
They assure me that lord Bolingbroke will be included 
in the act of grâce ; which, if it be true, is a mystery 
to me. 

You must learn to winter in town, or you will turn 
a monk, and Mrs. Cope a nun ; I am extremely her 
humble servant. 

lhave ventured to subscribe a guineafor Mr. Brown; 
- lowe, because I would think it a shame not to havç 
bis name in the list. Pray tell him so. 

* Whosc poems were then printing by subscription. Sec p. 
167. N 

+ Dr. Theophilus Bolton. F. 
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I doubt whether Mrs. Cope witt be pleased with the 
taste of snulflf I sent her* 

Présent my humble service to your mother and 
brother ; and believe me to be, with great truth and 
asteera, sir, 

Your mpst obedient humble servant, 
JQN. SWIFT. 



TO BISHOP ATTERBURY. 

MY lord, Dublin, July 18, 1717- 

SOME persons of distinction, lately corne from Eng- 
land, and not unknown to your lordshîp, have made 
me extremely pleased and proud, by telling me that 
your lordshîp was so generous as to défend me against 
an idle story that passed in relation to a letter of mine 
to the archbishop of Dublin. I have corresponded for 
many years witn his grâce, though we generally dif- 
fered in politicks, and therefore our letters had often 
a good mixture of controversy. I confess likewise 
that I have been his grace's advocate, where he had 
not many others. About nine months ago I writ a 
letter to him in London (for in my little station it is 
convénient there should be some commerce between 
us); and in a short time after I had notice from 
several f ri ends, tjiat a passage in my letter * was shown 
to several persons, and a conséquence drawn from 
thence, that î was wholly gone over to other princi- , 
pies more in fashion, and wherein I might better find \ 
my account. I neglected this report, as thinking it 
might soon die ; but found it gathered strength, and 
spread to Oxford and this kingdom ; and some. gentle- 
men, who lately arrived here, assured me they had 

. * See Mr. Lewis's letter of Jan. 12, 1716-^7. N. 
Q 2. 

Google 



172 LETTERS TO AND FROM DR. SWIFT. 

met it a hitndtëd times, with ail the circumstances of 
disadvantage that are uaually tacked to such stories by 
the great candour of mankînd. It should seem as if 
I were aomebody of importance ; and if so, I should 
think the wishes not only of my friends, but of my 
party, might dispose thcm rather to beiieve me inno- 
cent, than condemn me unheard. Upon the first in- 
telligence £ had of this affair, I made shift to recollect 
the only passage in that kttex which could be any way 
Uable to misinterpretation. 

I told the archbishop— ** we had an account of a set 
of people ih London, who were erecting a new church, 
upori the maxim that every thing wasj void, since tbe 
révolution, in thé church as well as the state— that ail 
priests must be reordained, bishous again consecrated, 
and in like manner of the rest — that 1 knew not wfaat 
there was in it of truth— that it was impossible such a 
scheme should ever pass — and that I believéd if the 
court, upon this occasion, would show somo good will 
to the church, discourage those who ill treated the 
clergy, &c, it would be the most popular thing they 
could think of." 

I keep no copies of letters ; but this, I am con- 
fident, was the substance of what I wrote ; and that 
every othçr line in the let ter which mentioned publick 
affairs would have atoned for this, if it had been a 
crime, as I think it was not in that j une ture, what- 
ever may be my opinion at présent ; for, I confess, my 
thoughts change every week, like those of a man in an 
incurable con&umption, who daily finds himself more 
and more decay. 

The trouble I now give your lordship is an ill re* 
turn to your goodness m defending me ; but it is the 
usual reward of goodness, and therefore you must be 
content. In the méan time, I am in a hopeful situation, 
tom to pièces by pamphleteers and libellers on that 
aide the water, and by the whole body of the ruling 
party on this; against which ail the obscurity I live 
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n will -not défend me. Since I came first to tfaîs 
kingdom, %t has been the constant advice of ail my 
church friends, that I should be more cautious. To 
oppose me in eveiV thing relating to my station, is 
piadç a merit in my chapter ; and I shall probably live 
to make some bishops as poor, as Luther made many 
*ich* 

I profess to your lordsHîp, that what I have bcen 
writing is only with regard to the good opinion of 
your lordship, and of a very few others with whom 
you will think it of any conséquence to an honest man 
that he should be set rîght. 1 am sorry that those 
who call themselves churchmen should be industri- 
ous to have it thouijht that their number is lesseped, 
even by so inconsiderable a one as myself. But I am 
sufficicntly recompensed, that your lordship knows me 
best, to whom I so ambitious to be best known. God 
be thanked, I have but a few to satisfy. The btdk 
of my censurers are strangers, or ill judges, or worse 
than either ; and if they will not obey your orders to 
correct their sentiments of me,' they will meet their 

rmishment in your lordship's disapprobation ; whkh 
would not incur for ail their good words put togtsher, 
and printed in twelve volumes folio. 

I am, with great respect, my lord, 
your lordship's most dutiful 

and most humble servant, 

JON. SWIFT. 



FROM MR. PRIOR\ 

Duke sfrtet, Wettmimter % 
dear sut, Juij 30, 1717. 

I HAVE the favour of four letters from you, of the 

* Endorsed, Received Aug, 6, 1717. Aaswered ihe 
same day." N. 

Q3 
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ninth, thirteenth, sixteenth, and twentieth instant*. 
They ail came safe to me, however variously direçted; 
but the last to me at my house in Duke street, is the 
rightest. I find myself equally comforted by your 
philosophy, and assisted by your firiendship, You 
will easily imagine, that I have a hundred things to 
say to you, which for as many reasons 1 omit, and 
only touch upon that business, to which, in the pride 
of your heart, you give the epithet of sorry *, I re- 
turn yoa the names of those who have been kind enough 
to subscribe, that you may see if they are rightly spek, 
and the just titles put to them, as likewise if it hashap- 
pened that any has subscribed for more than one vokirae. 
You will please to look over the catalogue. You see 
that Our calculation cornes even, the gentleraan's narae 
that desired it being omitted. I am sensible that this 
has givert you too much trouble ; but it is too late now 
to make an apology. Let Mr. Lewis, who is now 
with me, do it for me, at what time, and in what 
manner, he pleases. I take it for granted, that what- 
ever I write, as whatever is writ to me, will be broke 
open ; so you will expect nothing from me, but what 
you may have as particularly from the postboy. We 
are ail pretty well in health. I have my old whoresôn 
cough, and I think 1 may call it mine for life. The 
earl + is semper idem. Lord Harley is in the country. 
Our brotherhood .is extremely dispersed ; but so as 
that we have been three or four times able to get as 
many of the society together, and drink to our absent 
friends. I have been made to believe, that we may 
see your révérend person this summér in England : if 
so, I shall be glad to meet you at ariy place ; but, 
when you corne to London, do not go to the Cocoa- 
tree, (as you sent your letter) but corne immediately to 
Duke street, where you shall find a bed, a book, and 

* Subscriptions for Mr. Prior's poems, procured by th: ! 
Dean The subscribtion was two guineas. H. I 
t Of Oxford. - 
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a candie : so pray think of sojourning no whete elsev 
Pray give my service to ail friendè in gênerai. I 
think, as you have ordered the matter, you have made 
the greater part of Ireland list themselves of that 
num.ber. I do not know how youcan recompense them, 
but by coming over to help me to correct the boôk 
which I promise them. 

You will pardon my having used another hand, 
sînee it is so much better than my own ; and, believe 
me, ever with the greatest truth, dear sir, yours, 

M. PRIOR. 



FROM THE EARL OF OXFORD. 

^ Aug.6, 1717. 

Two years retreat has made me taste the conversa- 
tion of my dearest friend with a greater relish, than 
even at the time of my being charmed with it in our 
fréquent journies to Windsor. Three of yourletters 
have Corne safe to my hands. The first about two 
years sînee : that my son keeps as a family monument. 
The other two arrived since the first of July. My 
heart is often with you, but I delayed writing in ex'- 
pectation of giving a perfect answer about my going to 
Brampton ; but the truth is, the warmth of rejoicing 
in those parts is so far from, abating, that I a m per- 
suaded by my friends to go into Cambrideeshire, 
where you are too just not to believe you will be wel- 
come before any one in the world. The longing your 
friends have to see you must be submitted to the jadg- 
ment yourself makes of ail circumstances. At pré- 
sent this seems to be a cooler climate than your islam! 
is likely to be, when they assemble, ^r. Our impa- 
tience to see you v should not draw you into uneasiness. 
We long to embrace you, if you find it may be of no 
inconvenience to yourself. 
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PROM MR. PRIOR. 

Heatbrof, Aug. 24, 1?17. 

YoURS, my good friend, of the sixth. finds me ia 
Oxfordshire with thc duke of Shrewsbury, which 
would sooner have been acknowledged, had I stayed 
in London, Before I left that pious city, I made due 
inquiry into the methods and regularity of your cor- 
respondence with the earl *. He has received your 
letters ; he will answer them— but not to day, sicut 
elim. Nothîng càn change him, I can get no posi- 
tive answer from him, nor can aoy man else ; so trou- 
ble yourself no more on that head than he does. He 
is still in London, and possibly ha^s answered you, 
while lama little arraigning his neglect ; but in ail 
Cases libérant anima* meam. 

I wish you wçre- in England, that you might a lit- 
tle look over the strange stuff, that I am to give our 
friends for their money. I shall be angry if you are 
near and not with me ; but when 1 see you, thaï 
weighty question ma,y easily be decided. In the mean 
time I am taking your good counsel, and will be in the 
couutry as much as I can* 

You have found two mistakes in thè list, but have 
not corrected them. I présume we shall have it of the 
best édition, when you send the list back again ; of 
which, I say, no haste is required* 

Give my service and thanks to ail friends* ; réserva 
only to yourself the assurance of my being, bçj'OuA 
expression, friend, yours, 8cc< 

t Of Oxford. H, 
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FROM MR. ADDISOtf. 

DBàR. sir, -SfarcbZQ, 1717-18. 

MULTIPLICITY of business and a long danger, 
ous fit of sickness have prevented me from answering 
the obliging letter you hpnoured me with somç tirne 
since : but, God be thanked, I cannot make use of 
either of thèse excuses at présent, bcing entirely frec 
both of my office * and my as t h ma. I dare not how.. 
ever venture myself abroad yet, but have sent the 
contents of your last to a friend of mine (for he is very 
much so, though he is my successor +) who I hope will 
turn it to the advantage of the gentlemen whom you 
mention. I know you have so much Real and pleasure 
in doing kind offices for those you wilh well to, that I 
hope you represent the hardfliip of the case in the 
strongest colours, that it can possibly bear. However, 
as I always honoured you for you: good nature, which 
is a very odd quality to celebrate in a man who has 
talents so much more shining in the eyes of the world, 
I should be glad if I could any way concur with you, 
in put tin g a stop to what you say is now in agita- 
tion. 

I must here condole with you upon the loss of that 
excellent man, the bishop of Derry t, who has scarce 
left behind him his equal in humanity, agreeable con- 
versation, and ail kinds of learning. We have often 
talked of you with great pleasure ; and, upon this 
occasion, I cannot but reflectupon myself, who, at the 
same time that I omit no opportunity of expressing my 
esteem for you to others, nave been so négligent in 

» Of secretary of statc, which post Mr. Addisàn resigned 
on the fourteetith of Marché 1717.18, and had a pension 
grantcd him of one thousand five hundred pounds a year. H. 
+ James Craggs, esq. B. 
$ Dr. St. George Ashe. Seejan. 28, 17 15. 
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doing it to yourself. I have several times takcn up 
my pen to writc to you, but have been always inter- 
rupted by sorhc impertinence or otïier ; and to tell you 
unreservedly, I have been unwiiling to answer so 
agreeable a letter as that I received from you, withone 
written in form only ; but I must still have continued 
silent» had I deferred writing, till I could have made 
a sui table retûrn. Shall we ne ver again talk together 
in laconic ? Whenever you see England, your company 
will be the mqst acceptable in the world at Holland 
house*, where you are highly esteemed by lady i 
Warwick, and the young lord ; thouçh by none any i 
where more than by, sir, Your mosttaithful and most 
obedient humble servant, 

J. ADDISON. 



FROM LORD HARLEY. 

Apr'il 1?, 171S. 

HiS lordship Vrites to the Dean, " that he hopes to 
see him at Wimple this year ; that lord Oxford was 
well, and talked of going into Herefordshire." He 
adds, " Your sister f is obliged to go to Bath, présents 
her humble service, and désires you to accept of a 
little etui. I beg you will not deny me the favour 
to take the snuffbox, which cornes along with it to 

* The Dean had lodgings at Kensington in the summer of 
171a; aud Mr. Addison Uved there at the saine tirue, being 
some years beforc his marriage with the counjess of Warwick. 
Thefamous speaking doctorat Kensington, ridiculed by Swift 
in the Tatlcr, was James Ford, who professed the art of 
curing stammering, and removing other impediments in the 
speech, and taught foreigners the pronunciation of the English 
language. 

+ Lady Harley ; so called from herhusband being a mem- 
ber with Swift of the club which called themsclves bro- 
thers'. N. „ • 
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supply the place of that which was broke by accident 
«orne time ago. I am, with true respect, 

Your most humble servant and brother, 

HARLEY." 



FROM MR. PRIOR. 
deà* sir, May 1, 1718. 

A. PRETTY kind of amusement I have been en- 
gaged in: «commas, semieolons, italicks, and capitals, 
to make nonsense- more pompous, and furbelow bad % 
poetry with good printing. My friends' letters, in 
the mean time, have laio unanswered ; and the obli- 
gations I have to them, on account of the vcry book 
itself, are unacknowledged. This is not ail; I must 
beg you once more to transfèr to us an en tire listof my 
subçcribers, with their distinct titles, that they may, 
for my honour, be printed at the beginning of my 
book. This wili easily be done by revising the Iist^ 
which we sent .to yqu. I must pray of you, that it 
may be exact. The money I receive of Mitford aà 
OientiQned in yqur last. 

The earl of Oxford has not at ail disappointed my 
^xpectations. He is semper idem* and has as much. 
business to do now, as when he was çoverning Eng- 
land, or impeached for treason. He is still in town, 
but going in a week or ten days inio Herefordshire.' 
Lord and lady Harley are at the Bath, and as soon as 
I shalj have settled my affairs of the printing press, 
(sad business! as you very well call it) I àhall go into 
tne eountry to them. 

My health, I thank you, is pretty good. My 
courage better. I drink very often to your health, 
with some of our friends here; and am always, with 
the greatest truth and affection, dear sir, 

Vourobliged and most obedient servant, 

. M. PRIOR. 
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FROM THE SAME. 

DïAR sil, May 29, 1718. 

I HAVE rcceived yoors of the 6th, with the lîst 
corrected. I have two colon and corn ma men. Wc 
correct, and design to publish, as fast as the nature 
of this gréai or sorry work, as you càll it, will bear; 
but we shall not be out before Christmas, so that our 
friends abroad may complète their collection till Mi- 
chaelmas, and be rerurned soon enough to have their 
names printed and their boeks got ready for them. I 
thank you most heartily for what you have been 
pleased to do in this kind. Give yôurself no farther 
trouble: but if any gentleman, between this and Mi- 
chaelmas desires to subscribe, do not refuse it. I have 
leceived the moncy of Mr. Mitford. 

I am going to morrow morning to the Bath, to 
meet lord Harley theTe. I shall be back in a month. 

The earl of Oxford is still .here. He will go into 
Herefordshirc soroe tiroe in June. He says he will 
writc to you himself. Am I particular enough ? Is 
this prose? And do I distinguish tenses? 1 have 
nothing more to tell you, but that you are the hap* 
piest man in the world; and if you are once got 
mto la bagaulUy you may despise the world* Beside 
contriving emblems, such as cupids, torches, and 
hearts for great letters, I am now unbinding two 
volumes of printed heads, to have them bound to- 
gether in better order than théy were before* Do 
not you envy me? For the rest, matters continue 
sicut dm. 1 will not tell you how much I want you, 
and I cannot tell you how well I love you. Write 
to me, my dear dean, and give my service to ail our 
friends. Yoursever. 

M. PRIOR. 
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; FROM PETER LUDLOW, ESQ # . 

September 10,1718. 

I SEND y#u the enclosed pamphlet by a privât* 
hand, not daring to venture it by the common post ; 
£bf it is a melancholy circumstaiAC we arc now in, 
that friends are afraid to carry on eveh a bare cor* 
respondence, much more to Write news, or send paper» 
of conséquence (as 1 take the enclosed to be) that way. 
But I suppose I need make no apology for not send- 
ing it by post, for you must know, and own too, that 
rny fears are by no roeans groundless. For, your friend 
Mr. Manley + has been guïlty of opening letters that 
were not directed to bim, nor his wife, nor really to 
one of his acquaintance. Indeed, I own, it so hap- 
pened, that they were of no conséquence^ but secrets of 
State, secrets of families,' and other secrets (that one 
would by no means let Mr. Manley know) raight have 
been discovered ; besides a thousand, nay, forought I 
know, more than a thousand calamities might have 
ensûed; I need not (I believe) enumerate them toyou; 
but, to be plain with you, no man nor woman woold 
(with their eyes open) be obliged to show aïl they 
had to Mr. Manley. Thèse I think sufficient rea- 
aons for sending it in fhe manner 1 do ; but submit 
them and myself to your candour and censure. 
- The paper, I believe, you'U find very artfully 
written, and a great deal couched under the appear- 
ance (I own at first) .of blunders, and a silly taie. 
¥or who, with half an eye, may not perceive, that 
fyy the old woman's being diowned at RatcliiF-high- 

» Of Arsulagh, in the county of Meath, esq. grandson of 
the fainous Ludlow, who wrote the Memoirs of his own 
times. .F. , , 

+ Postmaster gênerai of Ireland, whom Di. Swirt had 
greatly befriended m ueeo Anne' s tinw.. D. S. 

VOL. XVI. R p^^^p 
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way, and not dcad yet, is meant the church, 'which 
may be «ink or drowned, but in ail probability will 
rise again. Then the man, who was followed, and 
overtaken, is easily guessed at. He could not tell 
(the ingenious author says) whether she was dcad: 
truc! but may be he will tell soon. But then the 
author goes on (who must be supposed a high 
churchman) and înquires of a man riding a horse- 
back upon a mare. That's preposterous, and must 
allude to a great man who has been çiilty (or he is 
foully belîed) of very preposterous actions j when the 
author cornes up to him, the man takes him for a 
robber, or tory, and ran from him^but you find he 
pursued him furionsly. Mark that : and the horse.— 
This is indeed carrying a figure farther than Homcr 
éoes: he makes jhe shield or its device an epithet 
sometimes to his warriour, but never, as I remember, 
puts it in place of the person; but there is a figure for 
this in rhetorick, which I own I do not remember ; 
by which we often say, He is a good fiddle, or rather, 
as by the gown is often meant particular parsons. 
Well then, you find the horse, seeing himself dead, or 
undone, ran away as fast as he could, and lcft the pre- 
posterous fellow to go afoot. During this their mis- 
fortune, the candid author (whom I cannot mention 
without a profound respect) calls them friends, and 
means to do them no harm ; only înquires after the 
welfare of the church. — Ahî dear *ir, this is the true 
character of the tories. And here I cannot but com- 
pare the generosity and good nature of the one, with 
the sullen ingratitude of the other; we find the horse 
gone, and they footing it give a surrly answer ; while 
the other (though a conoueror) ofièrs his friendship, 
and asks the question with a « Pray inform me." 

I hâve gone, my xlear friend, thus far with the 
paper, to show you how excellent a pièce I take it to 
be, and must beg the favour of you to give me your 
opinion of it, and send me your aniraadversions uyon> 
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the wholej which I am confident you will not refuse 
me, when you consider of how great an ad van rage 
they will be to the whole earth, who, may be, to this. 
day, have read Qver thèse sheets with too superficial an 
understanding ; ancf especially since it is the request 
of, learned sir, 

Your most dutiful and obedient humble servânt, 

Sir POLITICK WOULD-BE. 

I submit it to your better judgment (when you 
make a more curious inquiry into the arcana of this 
pièce) to consider whether, by sir John Vangs (who 
you find lives by the waterside) must not be meant the 
Dutch; since you find too, that he'eats bag pucjding 
freezing hot ; this may seem a paradox, but X have 
been assured by a curious friend of mine of great ve- 
racity, who had lived many winters 'in Holland, that 
notbing is more common than for hot pudding to freezé 
in that cold country : but then whât convinces me 
that by sir John, the Dutch must be meant* is, that 
you find he creeps out of a stopperhole, which alludes 
to their mean t>rigîm I must observe too, that gam». 
mer Vangs had an old woman to her son* That's a 
bob for Giorious *• — But I am under great concérn to 
find so hard a sentence past upon poor Swift, because 
he's little. I think him better than any of them* and 
h ope to see him greater. 



FROM MR. PRÎOR+. 

MT-DEAR DEAN, Lfindott) Sept. 25, 1718 

I HAVE now made an end of what you, in youi 

* The cflmmon appellation in J reland for king William III. 
D. S. 

+ On the back of this lfetter the Deanbas written— «' Le- 
-vanda est enim paupertas eorum hominum, qui diu reipub- 
kae viventes, paupcres sunt, Anullorum ma^U." N. 
K2 
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haoghty manner, have called wretchcd work. My 
book i« quite printed off; and if you arc as tnich 
«pon the bagatelle as you prétend to be, you will find 
more pleasure in it than yoju imagine* We are go- 
ing to print the subscribers' names : if, «herefore, you 
have any by you, whîch are not yet remitted, pray 
send thera over by the next post. If you have not, 
pray send me word of that too ; that, in ail cases, I 
roay at last hear from you. The earl of Oxford bas 
been in town ail this su m mer, is now going into He. 
refordshire, and says I shall see you very soon in 
England. I would tell you with what pleasure this 
would be, if I knéw upon what certainty the hope* 
of it were founded. Write me word of this too ; for 
upon it I would order my matters so, that I may be 
as rauch with you as I can \ and this you will find no 
little favour ; for, I assure you, we are ail so changedf 
that there is very- little choice of such company as you 
would like ; and except a bout eighteeri hûndred that 
bave subscribed to my book, I do not hear of as many 
mpre in this nation, that have common sensé. My 
çousin Penny feather and Will. Phillips drink your 
health. I cough, but I am otherwi*e well ; and till 
I cease to cough, /. e. to live, I am, with entire friend- 
ahip and affection, dear sir, 

Your most obedient and humble servant, 

M. PRIOR. 



FROM MR. ADDISON. 

dbar sir, Bristol, Oct. 1, 1718, 

I HAVE received the honour of your letter at Bristol, 
where I have just finished a course of water drinking, 
which I hope has pretty well recovered me from the 
leavings of my last winter's sipkness. Às for the 
«ubject of your letter, though you know an afiair of 
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that nature cannot well nor safely be treated of in 
writing, I desired a friend of mine to acquaint sir 
Falph Gore*, that I was under a preengagement, and 
not at my own choice to aet in it, and have since 
troubled my lady Ashe with a lctter to the samc cf- 
fect, which I hope has not miscarricd. However, 
upon my return to London, I wîll farther inquire into 
that matter, and see if there is any room leït for me 
to negociate as yôu propose. 

I kve still in bopes of seeing y ou in England, and 
if you wouid take my house.at Biltont in your way, 
(whidi lies upon the road within a mile of Rugby) 
I wouid strain hard to meet you there, provided you 
would tnake me happy in your company for some days* 
The greatesj pleasurel have met with for some monthr, 
is in the conversation of my old friend Dr. Smal- 
ridge J ; who, since the death ôf the excellent man 
you mention, is to me the most candid and agreeable 
•of ail bishops ; I would say clergymen, werc not 
deans coroprehended under that title. We have often 
talked of you ; and when I assure you he has an ex- 
quisite taste of writing, I need not tell you how he 
talks on such a subject. 1 look upon it as my good 
fortune, that I can express my esteem of you, even to 
those who are not of the bishop's parry, without^iving 
offenee. When a man has so much compass in his 
character, he afFords his fiiends topicks enough to en- 
large upon, that ail sides admire. I am sure a sincère 
and zealous friendly behaviour distinguishes you as 
much as your raany more shining talents ; and as I 

\ 

* Some time aftef speaker of the house of commons, and 
*>ne of the lbfcls justices of Ircland. N. 

i A small village in Warwickshire, where Mr. AddisonU 
©ni y daughter long resided, and dkdini797, at a very ad- 
vanecd-age. N. 

X Who had been promoted to the bishoprick of Bristol in 
1713. N 

&3 
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Iiavc rceeived particular instances of it* you rtiust have 
a vcry bad opinion of mej if you do not think I hear. 
tily love and respect you ; and that I araevcr*dear sit, 
Your most obedient, and most humble servant, 

J» ADDISON. 



FROM DR. ARBUTHNOT* 

DBAR5IR, Loirdoii, Oct. 14j 1718* 

This serves for an cnvelope to the enclosed ; for I 
cannot tell whether you care to hear front any of yottr 
iriends on this side* In your last> I think* y bu de» 
«ired me to let you alone to enjoy your own spleen. 
Can you purchase your fifty pounds a year in Walès 
as yet ? I can tell you, beforehand, Lewis scorns tô 
live with you there. He keeps company with the 
greatest* and is principal governor in many families. 
I have been in France) six weeks at Paris, and as 
much at Rouen; where, I can assure you, I hajdly 
heard a word of news or politicks* except a littie 
clutter about sending some impertinent / cùdenti du 
parllametit to prison, that had the impudence to talk 
for the laws and Hberties of their country. I was 
asked for monsieur Swift by many people, I eau as- 
•ure you; and particularly b^ the duke d'Aumont. 
I was respectfully and kindly treated by many folks, 
And even by the great Mr. Law *. Amongst otber 
thingi) I had the honour to carry an Irish lady t t° 

* The contri ver ot the Mississippi scherae. H* 
+ The celebrated beauty mii* Nelly Bennet, on whom tfcei* 
jiqe* were wriuen : 

For when as Nelly came to France, 

(Invtted by her cousins) 
Across the Thuilleries, each glanée 

KilJed Freachm*n by wiwle dexens.* 
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court, that<was admired beyond ail theladies in France 
for her beauty. She had great honours donc her. 
The hussar himself was ordered to bring her the king's 
cat to kîss. Her name is Bennet. Among other 
folks I saw your old friend lord Bolingbroke, who 
askèd for you> He looks just as he did. Your 
friends here are in good health ; not changed in theîr 
sentiments toward y ou. I left my two girls in 
France with their ttncle, which was my chief busi- 
ness. I. do not know that I have any friends on your 
side, beside Mr. Ford, to whom give my service, and 
to Dr. Parnell and Mr. Jervis *. 

If it be possible for you, obey the contents of the 
enclosed ; which, I suppose, is. a kind invitation. The 
Dragon f is just as he was, only ail his old habits ten 
times stronger upon hira than ever. Let me beg of 
you not to forget me, for I can never cease to love and 
esteem you ; being ever 

Your most affectionate and obliged humble servant* 

JO. ARBUTHNOT. 

The king, as he at dinner sat, 

Did beckon to fcis hussar, 
And bid him bring hrs tabby cat» 

For cturming NeU to bus s her. 

5The ladies Were with rage provok'rî, 

To see her so respected : 
The naen look'd arch, as Nelly strok'd, 

And puss her tail erected. 

But not a xnan did look employv 

Except on pretty Nelly ; . 
Then said the dukede Villeroi, 

Ahl qu'elle ttt bhnjditt 

The courtiers ati, with one accord,. 

Broke out in Nelly '« praises \ 
Admir'd her rose, and lit t**t fartk, 

Which are your terms Fra*f*iset. H. 

* The very eminent painter. 
t Thccaxl of Oxford. N. 
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FROM THE SAME. 

DE AU BROTH£R, Londott, Dec. 11 9 171& 

For so I bad callcd you before, were it not for a 
certain révérence I pay to deans. I fjnd you wisk 
both me and yourself to live to be old and ricb. 
The second çoes in course along virith the first ; but 
you cannot give seven (that is the tythe of seventy) 
good reasons for either. Glad at my heart shoald I 
be, if Dr. Helsham* or I could do you any good. 
My service to Dr. Helsham ; he does not want my 
advice in the case. I haye dope good lately to a 
patient and a friend in that complaint of a vertige, 
oy cinnabar of antimony and castor, rrtade ùp into 
.boluses with confect, of alkermes. I had ,no great 
opinion of the cinnabar ; but trying it amongst other 
things, my friend found good of this prescription. 
I had tried the castor alone bcfore, not with so much 
success- Srrtall quantities of ttnetura sacra, now and 
then will do you good. There are twenty lords, I 
bclieve, would serid you horses, if they knew how. 
One or two bave offered to me, who, I believe, 
would be as good as their wôrd. Mr. Rowe, the 
poet lauréat, is dead, and has left a damned jade 
of a Pegasus. I will answer for it, he will not do as 
your mare did, having more heed of Lucan's présent, 
than sir Richard Blackmore. I would fain have Pope 
get a patent for life for the place, with a power of 
putting in Durfey his deputy. 

I sent for the two Rosingraves, and examîned the 
matter of facfc. The younger had no concern in the 
note of 201. The elder says, that he thought the 2Cl. 
due to him, for the pains and some expense he had 

• Senior fcllow. of Trinity collège, Dublin, and a most 
eminent mathematician ; authorof " Lectures on Natural and 
Expérimental PhHosophy", andof whom see some pieasan- 
tries, in, the poetical part of this collection. N. 
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been at about the young* fellow \ and bis master Bethel, 
who had givcn Mr. Rosingrave the elder ten guineas- 
before, thought the same reasonable. He says, hc 
did not take it by way of bribe, but as hîs due ; and 
did ncver intend to make «se of it but when the young 
fellow was in circurastances to pay him. The younger 
Rosingrave was begged and intreated both by Bethel 
and the young fellow (who would not go without 
him) to accompany htm to Ireland ; and did believe 
that bearing his expenses, which was done by Bethel, 
Was the least he could take. There is one thing in 
this feUow's paper that I know to be a lie, his being 
il! used by Rosingrave at lord Carnarvon's. He sung 
thexe, I believe, once or twice for his own instruction 
pr trial ; and lord Carnarvon gave him a guinea. He 
went some titnes to hear the musick,for his improve- 
ment. This is what they tell me. However, I 
bave reprimanded thé elder Rosingrave for taking the 
note. When this fellow came first to town, I thought 
his voice might do, but found it did not improve. It 
is mighty hard to get such a sort of a voice. There 
is an excellent one m the kihg's chapel ; but he wifl 
not go. The top one of the world is in Bristol choir j 
and I believe might be managed ; thoogh your Rosin- 
grave is really much improved ; so do not totally ex- 
clude the young fellow till you have more maturely 
considered the matter. 

The Dragon * is corne to town, and was entering 
npon the détail of the reasons of state that kept him 
from appearing at the begtnning, Sec. when I did 
believe at the same time, it was only a law of nature, 
to which the Dragon is raœt sobject, Remanere in 
statu in quo est, nlsi deturhitur ab extrinseco. Lord 
Harley and lady Harley ghre you their service. Lewis 
is in the country with lord. Bathurst, and has writ me 
a most dreadful story of a mad dog, that bit their 

• The earlof Oxford N. 
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huntsman ; sincc which accident, I am told, he has 
shortened his stirrups threc bores ; tbey wcre not long 
before. Lord Oxford presented him with two torses. 
He has sold one, and sent the other to grass, avec 
beaucoup de sagesse» I do ix>t believe the story of 
lord Bolingbroke's marriage, for I have been corraulted 
about the lady ; and, by some defects in her consti* 
tution, I should not think her appetite lay much to- 
ward matrimony. There is some talk about revers, 
ing his attainder ; but I wish he may not be disap- 
pointed. I am for ail précédents of that kind. They 
•ay the pretender is Ukcly to have his chief min is ter 
impeached too. He has, his wife prisoner like a ***•, 
The footmen of the house of commons chose their 
speaker, and impeach, &c. I think it were proper, 
that ail rnonarchs should serve their apprenticeshipt 
as pretenders, that we might discover their defects, 
Did you ever expect to live to see the duke of Ormond 
fighting against the protestant succession, and the 
duke of Berwick fighting for it ? France, in confede* 
xacy with England, to reduce the exorbitant power of 
Spain ? I really think there is no such good reason 
for living till seventy, as curiosity. You say you 
are ready to resent it as an affront» if I thought a 
beautiful lady a curiosity in Ireland ; but pray is it an 
affront to say that a lady hardly known or observed 
for her beauty in Ireland is a curiosity in France ? AU 
deans naturally fall into paralogisms. My wife gives 
her kind love and service, and,' which is the first 
thing that occurs to ail wives, wishes you well 
married» 

I have not clcan paper more than to bid you adieu. 
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FROM LORD BOLINGBROKE. 

March 17, 1718-Ip. 

I HAVE not thèse several years tasted so sensible 
a pleasure, as your letters of the (;th of January and 
(îth of February gave me ; and I know enough of the 
tenderness of your heart, to be assured, that the 
ktter I am writing will produce much the same efïèct 
on you. I feel my own pleasure, and I feel your*s. 
The truest' refiection, and at the same time, the 
bitterest satire, which can be made on the présent 
âge, is this ; that to think as you think, will make 
a màn pass for romantick. Sincerity, constancy, 
tenderness, are rarely to be found. They are so 
much out of use, that the man of mode imagines 
them to be out of nature. We meet with few friends ; 
the greatest part of those whô pass for such, are, pro* 
perly speaking, r.othtng more than acquaintance ; and 
no wonder, since Tullv's maxim is certainly true, 
that friendship can subsist non nis't inter bonos, At that 
âge oflife, when there is balm in the blood, and that 
confidence in the mind, which the innocency of dur 
own heart inspires, and the expérience of other men's 
destroys, I was apt to conround my acquaintance 
and my friends together. I never doubted but that 
1 had a numerous cohort'of the la t ter. I expected, 
if ever I fell into misfortune, to have as many, and 
as remarkable instances of friendship to produce, a» 
the Scythian, in une of Lucian's Dialogues, draws 
from his nation. Into thèse misfortunes I have fallen. 
Thus far my propitioué' stars have not disappointed 
my expecçations. The rest have almost entirely 
fàiled me. The tire of my a.Wersity has purged the 
mass of my .acquaintance ; and the séparation made, I 
discover, on qne side, a handful of Friends ; but on 
the other, a légion of enemies, at least of strangers* 
Ha^pily tftis ôcry trial has had an efFecj on me, whiçfe 
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makes-mc some amends. I bave found less resources 
in other people and more in myself, than I expected. 
I make good, at this hour the motto which I took 
nine years ago, when I was weak enough to list agaîn 
under the conduct of a man *, of whom nature mcant 
to make a spy, or, at most, a captain of miners ; and 
whom fortune, in one of hcr whimsical moods, made 
a gênerai. 

I cnjoy, at, this hour, with very tolerahle health, 
great tranquiÛity of mind. You will, I am sure, 
hear this with satisfaction ; and .sure it is, that I tell 
it you without the least affectation. I live, my friend, 
in a narrower circle than ever; but I think in a larger. 
When I look back on what is past, I observe a mul- 
titude of errours, but no crimes. I, have been far, 
from following the advice which Caelius gave to 
Cicero ; Id melius statuere quod tutius sit : and I 
think, may say to myself what Dolabella says in one 
of his letters to the same Cicero : Satisfactum est jam 
a te 9 *vel qficio, yel familiaritati : satïsfactum etiam 
partibus, et et républicain quam tu probas. Reliquum 
est y ubi nunc est respublica : ibi simus potius, quàm y dum 
illam veterem sequamur, simus in nullâ. What roy 
memory has furnished on this head (for I have neither 
books nor papers here conceming home afiairs) is writ 
with great truth, and with as much clearness as I 
could give it. If ever we meet, you will, perhaps, 
not think two or three hours absoiutely thrown away 
in reading it. One thing I will venture to assure you 
of beforehand, which is, that you will think 1 ne ver 
deserved more to be commended, than while I was 
the most blamed ; and, that you will pronounce the 
brightest part of my character to be that which has 
been disguised by the nature of things, misrepre- 
sented by the malice of men> and which is rill be- 
fcind a cloud. In what is passed, therefore, I find no 
great source of uneasiness. As to the présent, my 

• The cari of Oxford. B. 
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fortune is extremely reduced ; but my désire» are still 
more so. Nothing is more certain than this truth, 
that ail our wants, beyond those which a vcry mode, 
rate tricorne will supply, are purely imaginary ; and 
that his happiness is greater, and better assured, whb 
brings his mind up to a temper of not feeling them, 
than his who feels them, and has wherewithal to 
supply them. 

*< Vides qux maxima credis 

Esse mala, exiguum censum, turpemque repulsam, 
«* Quanto devites, &c. *" 

Which I paraphrased thus, not long ago, in my 
postchaise: 

Sturvey mankind, observe what risks they rdn, 
What fancy'd ills, thro' real dangers, shun ; 
Those fancy'd ills, so dreadful to the great, 
A lost élection, or impair'd cstate* 
Observe the merchant, who. intent on gain, 
Affronts the terrours of the Indian main ; . 
Tho* storms arise, and broken rocks appear, 
Hé Aies from poverty, knows no other îear. 
Vain men ! who might arrive, with toil fer less, 
By smoother paths, at greateir happiness. 
For 'tis superiour bliss not to désire 
That triflîng good, which fondly you admire, 
Possess precarious, and too dear acquire» 
What hackney gladiator can you find, 
By whom the Oly mpick crow n would be declin'd ? 
Who, rather than that glorious palm to seize, 
With safety combat, and preyail with ease, 
Would choose on some inglôrious stage to tread, 
And, fighting, stroll from wake to wake for breàd ? 

As to what is to happen, I am not anxious abott 
it : ofi which subject I have twenty fine qootations 
at the end of my pen ; but, I think, it is better to 
own frankiy to you, that upon a prmciple (which 

* Horace, Book K Epist. i. 
VOL XVI. # s 
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1 havc long, established) we are a çreat deal more 
mechanical than our vanity will give us leave to 
allow ; I have familiarîzed the worst prospects to 
my sight ; and, by staring wanr, solitude, neglect, 
and the rest of tbat train in the face, I have dis- 
armed them of their terrours. I have heard of some- 
body, who, while he was in the Tower, used, every 
xnorning, to lie down on the block, and so açt over 
his last scène. 

Nothing disturbs me, but the - uncertainty of my 
situation, which the zeal of a few friends, and ihe 
inveteracy of a great inany enemies, entertain. The 
more prepared fam to pass the remainder of my lifè 
in exile, the more sensibly shall I feel the pleasure of 
returoing to you, if his majesty's unconditional fa- 
vour (the ofièrs of which prevented even my wishes) 
proves at last effectuai* I cannot apply to mysélf, as 
you bid me do ; 

Non tibi fam;um 
Ingentnnty non tncultum est, 

and what follows ;.and, if ever we live in the saraç 
country together, you shajl not apply to me, 

Sluod si 

. Frigida curarum fomenta ulinquere fostes, 

I havc wpit to you, before I was aware of it, a long 
letter. The pleasure of breaking so long a silence 
transports me ; and your sentiment is a sumcient ex- 
cuse. It is not so easy to find one for talking so 
rauch about myself ; but I shall want none with you 
upon this score. Adieu. 

This letter will get safe to London ; and from 
thcnce, I hope, the friend, to whom I recommend 
it, will find means of conveying it to you.— : For 
God's sake t no more apologies for your quotations, 
tmless you mean, by accusing yourself, to correct me, 

There never was a better application than your's, 
of the story of Pietochoie. Things are corne to tlwt 
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Jtess, the storks will never come ; and they must ht 
porters ajl thcir lives. They are sornetbing worse ; 
for I had rather be a porter than a tool : I would sooner 
lend out my back to hire, than my name. They are 
at this time the instruments >of a saucy gardener, 
who has gpt a gold cross on his stomach, and a red 
cap on his head. 

A poor gentleman, who puts me often in mind of 
one of Scandal's pictures in Congreve's play of t( Love 
for Love," where a soldier is represented with hit 
heart where his head should be,' and np head at ail, 
is the conductor of this doughty enterprise; which 
will end in making their cause a little more desperate 
than it is. A gain, adieu* 

Let me hear from you by the same conveyance 
that brings you this* I am in pain about your health. 
From the ôth of January to the I6th of February is 
a long course of illness. 



TO LORD BOLINGBROKE. 

MY LORD, ' * May. 1719* 

I FORGET whether I formerly mentioned to you 
what I hâve observed in Cicero ; that in some of his 
letters, whîle he was in exile, there is a sort of me- 
lancholy pleasure, which is wonderfully aiFecting. I 
believe the reason must be, that in those circurastan- 
ces of life, there is more leisure for friendship to 
opéra te, without any mixture of envy, interest, or 
ambition. But, I am afraid, this was chîefly wher 
Cicero writ to his brethren in exile, or they to him ; 
because common distress is a great promoter both of 
friendship and spéculation : for, I doubt, prosperity 
and adversity are too much at variance, ever to suffer 
a near alliance between their owners. 
Friendship, we say, is created by a resemblance 
s 2 
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<of humours. You allow, that adwsity both taftgfc. 
you to think • and reason mucfa otherwise than y cm 
did ; whereas, I «an assure you, that thosc who cm*, 
trivcd to stay as home, and keep what they had, are 
not changed at ail ; afod if they sometimes drink a» 
absent friend's health, they have fully discharged 
their duty. I have been, for some tirac, nursing op 
an observation, which perhapi may be a justone: 
that no men are useb* so îll, upon a change of times, 
as those who acted upon a publick vjew, wichout regard 
to themselves. I do not mean from the ci rcums tance 
of saving more or less moftey, but because I take it, 
that the same grain of caution, which disposes a 
man to fill his coffers, will teach him how to préserve 
them upon ail c vents. And I dare hold a wager 
that the duke of Marlborough, in ail his campaigns, 
was never known to lose his baggage. 1 a m heartiljr 
glad to hear of that unconditional offer you men- 
tion ; because I have been îaught to believe there is 
little good nature to be had front that ouarter ; and if 
the offer were sincère, I know not why it has not 
succeeded, since every thing is granted that can be 
asked for, unless there be an exception only for ge- 
nerous and gobd natured actions. When I think 
you with a relation to sir Roger*, I imagine a youth- 
of sixteen marrying a woman of thirty for love ; she 
decays every year, while he grows up to his prime ; 
and when it is too late, he wbnders how he could 
think of so unequal a match, or what is become of 
the bcauty he was so fond-of. — I am. told, he out- 
does himself in every quality for which we used to 
cjuarrel with him. I do not think, that leisure of 
hfe, and tranquillity of mind, which fortune and 
your own wisdom has given you, could be better ero- 
ployed than in drawing up vcry exact memoirs of 
those affâirs, wherein, to my knowledge, you had 

• The Earlof Oxfofd. N. 
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the most difficult and weighty part : and I have often 
thotsght, îd comparing periods of tîme, there rjever 
v» a more important one in England, than that 
which made op the four last years of the late qucen. 
Neither do I think any thing could be more enter- 
taining, or useful, than the story of it fully and 
otactly tôld, with such observations, in snch a spi- 
rit, style, and method, as you alone are capable of 
perforniinç it. One reason why we have so few me- 
inoirs written by principal actors, is, because much 
familiarity with great af&irs makes men value them 
too little; yet such persons will read Tacitus and 
Copimines with wonderful delight. Therefore I 
jnbst beg two things ; first, that you will not omit 
any passage because you think it of little moment ; 
and sceondiy, that you will write to an ignorant 
world, and not suppose your reader to be only of the 
présent âge, or to live within ten miles of London. 
There is nothing more vexes me in old historians, 
than when they leave me in the dark in some pas- 
sages which they suppose every one to know. . It is 
«thjs laziness, pride, or incapacity of great men, that 
bas given way to the impertinents of the nation 
where you are, to pester us with. memoirs full of 
trifling and romance. Let a Frenahman talk twice 
with a minister of state, he desires no more to for- 
nish out a volume ; and I, who ara no Frenchman, 
despairing ever to see any thing of what you tell me, 
have been some time providing materials for such a 
work, only upon the strength of having been always 
among you, and used with more kindness and confi- 
dence than it pften happens to men of my trade and 
level. But I am heartily glad of so good a reason to 
think no farther that way, àlthough I could say many 
things which you would never allow yourself to write. 
I have already drawn your charaçter at length in one 
tract, and a sketch of it in another. But I am sen- 
sible that when Cacsar desçribes one of his own battles, 
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we conceive a greater idca of him from thence, ttafi 
from ail thc praises any other writer can givc him. 

I read your paraphrase* with grcat pleasnre ; and 
the goodness of thc poetry convinces me of the 
truth of your philosophy . I agrée» that a grcat part 
of our wants m imaginary ; y et there is a diffèrent 
proportion, even in 1 real want, between ohe man and 
another. A king deprived of his kingdom, woold be 
allowed to live in real want, althougb he had ten 
thousand a year ; and the case is paraUel in every de* 
grée of life» When I reason tnus on the case of 
some absent friends, it frequently takes away ail the 
quiet of my mind. I think it indécent to be merry, 
or take satisfaction' in any thing, while those wbo 
presided in councils or annies, and by whom I had 
the honour to be beloved, are either in humble soli- 
tude, or attending, like Hanriibal, in foreign courts, 
ionec Bithyno tibeat <vigilare tyranno. My health (a 
thing of no moment) is somewhat mended ; but, at 
best, I have an ill head ai d an aching heart* Pray 
God send you soon back to your country in peace* 
and honour, that I may once more see him - cum qu§ 
fnoranUm iàfe d'tem fregi, &c t 



FROM MR. PRIOR* 

DEAR. tlR y Westmintter, May 5, 1/ 18* 

SlNCE I love you with ail the ties of inclina tioti 
and friendship, and wish you half the happiness of 
life, health especially, the chiefest, you wili pardon 
me being a little peevish, when I received your's of 
the twenty-eighth past, whîch told me I must not 
expect to see you here, and that you were not per- 
fectiy well at Dublin. I hope there is a little spleen 

* Of Horace; seep 193. N. 
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-Ihixed with your distemper; in which case your 
horse may bc your physician, and your physician 
may have the happiness of beiog your corripanion ; 
an honour, which many here wouid envy him* As 
to the *ang froid of fifty, who has it not, that is 
-worth conversing with, except Harley and Bathurst ? 
at least, make no more that sort of complaînt to me* 
Jsthac commémorât io est quasi exprobratio ; for fifty (at 
Mr. Locke observes) is equal to fifty ; and a, cough 
Î8 worse than the spleen. My bookseller is a blocju 
head ; so have they, ail been, or worse» from Chau- 
cer's scrivener, down to John and Jacob * j Mr. Hyde 
only excepted, to whom my books in quires are con- 
signed, and the greatest care taken that they are 
jrightly pat up. Several of the subscribers to you, 
requiring their books here, have had thëm* I need 
not repeat my thanks to you* for the trouble this 
matter has given you ; or intreat your favour for 
Aima attd Solomom I shall perform your commands 
to the earl of Oxford, simper idem ; and drink your 
health with our friends, which is ail I cari do for you 
at this distance, till your particular order enjoins me 
any thing, by which I may show you, that I am, 
and désire always to continue, with the greatest truth 
and regard, sir, 

Your most obedient and most humble servant, 

M. PRIOR, 



FROM THE SAME. 

siK, Westminster^ Dec. S, 1719* 

IIaving spent part of my suramer very agreeablf 
in Canibridgeshire with dear lord Harley, 1 am re- 
turned without him to my own palace in Duke-streer> 

* loîni Barber and Jacob Tonsou. N, 



Digitized by 



500 LETTERS TO AND FttOM DE. SWIFT. 

whence I endeavour to exclude ail thc tumult and 
noise of thc neighbouring court of requests, and to 
livc aut nibil agenda eut aliud agendo> till he cornes 
to towru But therc is worse than this yet. I have 
treated lady Harriot* at Cambridge; (good Godi 
a fellow of a collège treat !) and spoke verses to heri 
in a gown and capl WhatI thc plenipotentiary so 
far concemed in thc damned peace at Utrecht ; thc 
raan, that makes up half the volume of terse prose, 
that makes up the report of the committee, speaking 
verses i Sic est, homo sut* ; and am not ashamed to 
send those verjr verses to one, who can make much 
better. And now let me ask you, How you do ? 
and what you do ? How yôur Irish country air agrées 
with you, and when you intend to take any Englisk 
country air ? In the spting 1 will meet you where yoa 
will, and go with you where you will ; but I believs 
thebest rendezvous will be Duke-street, and the&irest 
field for action Wtmplé;J the lords of both those seats 
agreeing, that no mtfn will be more welcome to either 
than yourself. 

It is many months since the complaints of my sub- 
scribers are redressed, and that they have ceased 
tto cal) the bookseikr a blockhead, by transferring 
that title- to the author. We have not heard frocs 
Mr: Hyde; but expect that at his leisure he avilie 
signify to Tonson what may relate to that whole 
matter, as to the second subscriptions. In the mean 
time, I hope the books have been delivered without 
any mistake ; ànd shall only repeat to you, that I 
am sensible of the trouble my poetry has given you, 
and return you my thanks in plàin prose. Earl of 

* Lady Harriot Harley, only daughter of Edward, losd 
tiafrley ; aftersvard duchess of Portland. B. 

t They areprintedin what is called by the editor, Samuel 
Humphreys, esq., the third volume of Prior's Works ; an<l 
are entitled,- Verses spoken to lady Henrietta Cavendish 
Holles Harley, in the Hbrary of St. John' s Collège, Canl. 
bridge, Nov - 9, 1719. " B. 

+ The seat of lord Harley. H. 
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Oxford* fro more sno f went late into the country, and 
continues there stiil. Our friends arc ail wcll ; so am 
J, un* cum f 'ttu'tt* mtlesta est; Whieh is at this pre- 
ssât writing, and will continue so ail the winter. So, 
witb weak lungs, and a very eood heart, I remain 
aiways, sir, your most obedient humble servant, 

M. PRIOR. 

Service to Matthew Penny feather, and ail friends. 
Adieu* 

j t-T 

TO MISS VANHOMRIGH. 

May 12, 17l§. 

Je vous fafs des complimens sur votre perfection 
dans la langue Françoise. Il faut vous connoître 
long temps avant de connoître toutes vos perfections ; 
toujours en vous voyant et entendant, il en paroi t 
des nouvelles, qui étoient auparavant cachées; il 
est honteux pour moi de ne sçavoir que le Gascon 
et le Patois, au prix de vous. Il n'y a rien à redire 
dam l*ortographiey la propriété, l'élégance, le dou. 
ceur et l'esprit* Et que je suis sot moi de vous re- 
pondre en même langage, vous qui êtes incapable 
d'aucune sottise, si ce n'est l'estime qu'il vous plaît 
d'avoir pour moi ; car il n'y a point de mérite, ni 
aucun preuve de mon bon goût, de trouver en vous 
tout ce que la nature a donné un mortel, je veu* 
dire l'honneur, la vertu, le bon sens, l'esprit, la dou- 
ceur, l'agrément, et la fermeté d'ame ; mais en vous 
cachant, comme vous faites, le monde ne vous con- 
naît pas, et vous perdez l'éloge des millions de gens. 
Depuis que j'ai l'honneur de vous connoître, j'ai 
toujours remarqué que ni en conversation particulière, 
ni générale, aucun mot a échappé de votre bouche, 
qui pouvoit être mieux exprimé. Et je vous jure* 
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qu'en faisant souvent la plus sévère critique, je ne 
pou vois jamais trouver aucun défaut en vos actions, 
ni en vos paroles : la coquetterie, l'affectation, la pru- 
derie sont des imperfections que vous n'avez jamais 
connues. Et avec tout cela, croyez pas vous, qu'il 
est possible de ne pas vous estimer au, dessus du 
reste du genre humain ? Quelles bêtes en jupes sont 
les plus excellentes de celles, que je vois semées dans 
le monde, au prix de vous : en les voyant, en les 
entendant, je dis cent fois le jour; ne parlez, ne 
regardez, ne pensez, ne faites rien comme ces mi- 
sérables. Quelle calamité à faire mépriser autant de 
gens, qui sans songer de vous, seroient assez sup- 
portables : mais il est temps de vous délasser, et de 
vous dire Adieu : avec tout le respecté, la sincérité, et 
l'estime du monde, je suis, et serai toujours. 



TO THE BISHOP OF MEATHV 

M** 22,1719. 

I HAD an express sent to me yesterday by som c 
iriends, to let me know that you refused to accept 
mv proxy, which I think was in a légal form, and 
with ail the circumstances it ought to have. I was 
likewise informed of some otber particulars, relating 
to your displeasure for my not appearing. You may 
remember if you pleasc, that I promised last year 
never to appear again at your visitationst ; and I will 
most certainly kcep my word, if the law will permit 
me : not from any contempt of your lordship's juris- 

* Successif Joannes Evans [Episcopus Bangorcnsis], 
consécrations ritibus in'ttiatus, quarto Januarii 1701 ; anno 
171 ç ad EpTscopatum Medensem in Hiberail translatus." 
Godwin, de Prœsulibus Anglioe, Cantab. 1742, fol. N. 

+ See a subséquent letter on the same subject, July 
I/2J. N. 
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dictions, but that I would not put you under the 
temptation.of giving me injurious treatraent, which 
no wise man, if he can avoid it, will receive above 
once from the sa me person. 

I had the kss appréhension of any hard dealing 
from your lordship, because I had been more than 
ordinary officious m my respects to you from your 
first coming over. I waited on you as soon I knew 
of your landing. I atrended on you in your first 
journey to Trim. I lent you a useful book relating 
to your diocèse ; and repeated my visits, till I saw 
you never imended to return them. And I could 
nave no design to serve myself, having nothing to 
hope or fear from you. I cannot help it, If I am 
called of a différent party from your lordship : but 
that circumstance is of no conséquence with me, wha 
respect good mcn of ail parties alike. 

I have already nominated a person to be my curate, 
and did humbly recommend him to your lordship 
to be ordained, which must be done by çome other 
bishop, since you were pleased (as I am told) to re- 
fuse it : and I am apt to think you will be of opinion, 
that when I have a lawful eu rate, I shall not be under 
the necessity of a personal appearance, from which I 
hold myself excused by another station. If I shall 

(rove to be mistaken, 1 déclare my appearance will 
e extremely against my inclinations. However I 
hope that in such a case, your lordship will please ta 
remember in the midst of your resenrments that you 
fcre to speak to a clergyman, and not to a footman. 

ï am your lordship's most obedient, 
humble servant, 

JON. SWIFT, 
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TO LORD BOLINGBROKE. 

my lord, Deeember \% 1719- 

I FIRST congratulate with you upon growing rich; 
for 1 hopc our friend's information 18 true, Omnt sdu*t 
diti patria. Euripide* makes the queen Jocasta ast 
her exiled son, how he got his vktaals ? But who ever 
expected to sec you a trader or dealer in stocks ? I 
thought to have seén you where you are, or perhaps 
nearer : but ilii aliter <vhum. lt xnay be with one's 
country as with a lady : if she be cruel and ill natared, 
and will npt receive us» we ought to consider that wc 
are better without her. But, in this case, we may add, 
she has neither virtue, honour, nor justice. I have 
gotten a metzotinto (for want of a better) of Aristip- 
pus, in my drawingroom : the motto at the top is, 
Omnh Arlsiîppum, & c. and at the bottom, Tantâ 
fa dus cum gente f*rire> commissum j avenu But, since 
what I heard of Mississippi, I ara grown fonder of the 
former motto. You have heard that Plato followed 
merchandise three years, to show he knew how togrow 
rich, as well as to be a philosopher : and I guess, Plato 
' was tljen about forty, the period which the îtalians pre- 
scribe for being wise, in order to be rich at fifry — Sertes 
ut ht otta tut a recédant. I have known something of courts 
. and ministers longer than you, who knew them-so many 
thousand times better ; but I do not remember to have 
ever heard of, or seen, one great genius, who had 
long success in the ministry : and recollecting a great 
many, in my roemory and acquaintance, those who 
had the smoothest time, were, at best, men of middling 
degree tn understanding. But, if I were to frame a 
romance of a great minister's lîfe, he should begiri it 
as Aristippus has done ; then be sent into exile, and 
employ his Ieisure in writing the memoirs of his own 
administration ; then be recalled, invited to résume 
his sharc of power, act as far as w*6 décent ; at last 

9 
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retire to the countiy, and be a pattern of hospitality, 
politeness, wisdom, and virtue. Have you not ob- 
served, that there is a lower kind of discrétion and 
régularité which seldom fails of raising men to the 
highest stations, in the court, the church, and the 
the law ? It must be so : for, Providence, which de- 
signed the world should be governed by many heads, 
made it a business within the reach of common under- 
standings; while pne great genius is hardly found 
among ten millions. Did you never observe one of 
your clerks cutting his paper with a blunt ivory knife ? 
did you ever know the knife to fail going the truc 
way ? whereas, if he had used a razor, or a penknife, 
he had odds against him of spoiling a whole sheeu 
1 have twenty times compared the motion of that 
ivory implement, to those talents that thrive best at 
court. Think upon lord Bacon, Williams, Strafford, 
Laud, Clarendon, Shaftesbury, the last duke of Buck- 
kigham ; and of my own acquaintance, the earl of 
Oxford and yourself, ail great geniuses in their several 
ways ; and if they had not been so great, would have 
been kss unfortunate. I remember but one exception, 
and that was lord Somers, whose timorous nature, 
joined with the tradeof a common lawyer, and the 
consciousness of a mean extraction, had taught him 
the regularity of an alderman, or a gentleman usher. 
But, of la te years I have been refining upon this 
thought : for I plainly see, that fellows of low in tel- 
kctuals, when they are gotten at the head of affaire, 
can sally into the highest exorbitances, with much 
more safety, than a roan of great talents can make the 
least step 'out of the way* Berhaps it is for the same 
reason, that men are more afraid of attacking a vicious, 
than a mettlesome horse : but I rather think it owine 
to that incessant envy, wherewith the common rate of 
mankind pursues all^superiour natures to their own. 
And I conceive, if it were left to the choice of an ass, 
te would rathex be kicked by one of his own species, 
^ouxyi. T Digitlzedby Google 
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than a better. If yoU will recollée* that I am toward 
six years older than when I saw you last, and twenty 
years duller, you will not wonder to find me abound 
m empty spéculations : I can now express in a hundred 
words, what would formerly havc cose me ter*. I can 
write epigrams of fifty distichs, which might be 
squeezed mto one. I have gone the round of ail ray 
s tories three or four times with the younger people, 
and begin them a gain. I give hints how significant a 
person 1 have been, and nobody believes me : I prétend 
to pity them, but am inwardly angry. I lay traps 
for people to désire I would show them some things I 
have written, but cannot succeed ; and wreak my spite, 
condemning the taste of the people and company where 
I am. But it is with place, as it is with time. If I 
boast of having been valued three hundred miles ofF, it 
is of no more' use than if J told hôw handsome I was 
when I was young. The worst of it is, that lying is 
of no use ; for the people here will not beîieve one half 
of what is true. If I can prevail on any one to per- 
sonate a hearcr and admirer, you would wonder whit 
a favourite he grows. He is sure to have the first glass 
out of the bottle, and the best bit I can carve. — No, 
thing has convinced me so much that I am of a Iittle 
subaltern spirit, inapis atque pus 'illt attîmt\ as to reflect 
how I am forced into the most trifHng amusements, to 
divert the vexation of former thoughts, and présent 
objects.— Whv cannot you lend me a shred of your 
mande, or why did not you leave a shred of it with 
me when you were snatched from me? — You see I 
speak in my trade, althoqgh it is growing fast a trade 
to be ashamed of. 

I cannot but wish that you would make it possible 
for me to see a copy of the papers you are about ; and 
I do protest it necessary that such a thing should be in 
some person's hands beside your owh, and J scorn to 
say how safe they would be in mine. Neither would 
jrou dislike my censures^ as far as they might relate W 
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'circutâstantialsé I tax you with two minutes a day, 
untii you have rcad this letter, although I am sensible 
you have not half so much from business more useful 
and entertainine. 

My letter wnich miscarried * was, I belle ve, much 
as edifying as this, only thanking and congratula ting 
with you for the delightful verses you sent me* And 
I ought to have expressed my vexation, at seeing you 
so much better a philosopher than myself ; a trade you 
wére neither born nor bred to : But I think it is ob- 
served, that gentlemen often dance better than those 
.who live by the art. You raay thank fortune that my 
paper is no longer, &c. 



FROM THE DUCHESS OF ORMOND. 

sut, Apriî 1?, 1720. 

You 1 would have great reason to be angry with me, 
if my long silence had been occasioned by any thing 
but my care of you : for having no safe hand to send 
by till now, I would not write, for fear it might be 
construed a sort of treason (misprision at least) for you 
to receive a letter from one half of a proscribed man. 
I inquire of every body 1 see, that I imagine has either 
•seen you or heard from you, how you have your health ; 
for wealth and happiness I do not suppose you abound 
in ; for it is hard to meet with either in the country 
•you are in, and be honest as you are. I thank God 
our parliament has taken them to task, and finding 
how ill a use they made of their judicature when they 
had it, have thought it not fit to trust them with it any 
longer t. I hope the next thing will be to tax Ireland 

* Hc means the letter in p. 195, and which he has endorsed 
on the back as having miscarried. D. S. 

+ The house of peers in Ireland having transmitted to king 
George I a long représentation, setting forth their right to rhe 
final judicaturt of causes in that kingdom, the house of lords 
t2 
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from hence, and then no more opportunities for bills of 
attainder, whkh is very hap£y ; for else young Hope- 
ful * might have been in danger. They were so good 
and obedient to the powers above, that whether there 
were reason or not, or (as prince Butler said,) crime or 
no crime, the raaa was condemnéd, and a price set 
uf>on his head. 

I want much to hear what yon think of Great 
Britain ; for ail our relations hère wânt much to see 
you, where are strange changes every day. You re- 
member, and so do I, when the South Sea was said to 
be my lord Oxford's brat, and must be starved at nurse. 
Now the king has adopted it, and calls it his beloved 
child ; though, perhaps, you may say, if he loves it no 
better than his son, it may not be saying much : but 
he loves it as wcll as he does the duchess of Kendal +, 
and that is saying a good deaL I wish it may 
thrive, for many ot my friends are deep in it : I wish 
you were so too. I believc, by this time, you are 
very sorry I have met with an opportunity of trou- 
bling you with this scrawl : but the strong must beat 
with die-infirmities of the weak ; and therefore, bro- 
ther, I hope you will pardon the impertinences of 
your poor sister, whose brain may be reasonably 
thought turned with ail she has met with. But no* 
thing will hinder her from being, as long as the lives, 
most sincerely 

Your very humble servant, and faithfbl friend, 

M. ORMOfJD. 

în Englatid resolved, on the eighth of Tanuarr 1719-10, on 
thccontrary, that the barons of the Exchcquer in Ircland had 
actcd, in the afiair of Annesley and Sherlock, whh courage, 
according to law, in support of his majesty's prérogative, and 
with rldclity to the crown of Great Britain ; and a bill was 
soon after brought in, for securing the dependency of the 
kingdom of Ireiand upon the crown of Great Britain. B. 

* The duchess seems to mean the prince of Wales, after- 
ward king George II, then upon ill terms with his fatlier, and 
his fat her' s ministers. B. 

t Erengard Melcsina Schuylenberg, baroness of Schuylen- 
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FROM MR. PRIOR. 

sir, Wettmtmttr, May 4, 1720t 

From my good friend the dean I have two letteri 
before me, of what date I will not say, and I hope 
you have forgot, that call ont for vengeance ; or, as 
other readings have it, for an answer. You told mie 
in one of them, you had been pursued with a gid Jy 
head ; ^nd I présume you judged by my silence, that 
I have laboured under the same distemper. I do not 
know why you have not buried tne as you did Par- 
tridge, and given the wits of the âge, the Stceles and 
Addisons, a new occasion of living seven years uport 
one of jour thoughts. When you have finished the 
copy 01 verses which you began in England, our 
writers may have another hinf, upon which they may 
dwell *even years longer. ' • 

Are you Frenchman enough to know how a Gascon 
.sustains his family for a week ? 

Dimanche, une Esclanche ; 
Lundi, froide et Salade ; 
Mardi, j'anime la Grillade; 
Mercredi, Hachée; 
Jeudi, bon pour la Capillotade; 
Vendredi, Point de Gras; 
Samedi, qu'on me casse les os, et les chiens se 
crèveront des restes de mon Mouton. 

We can provide such sort of çookery, if you will 
but send us the esclanche ; but rather bring it with 
you, for it will eat much better, when you are in the 
company. 

Lord Oxford has been a twelvemonth in Hereford- 
shire, as far from us, literally, though not geographi- 

berg in Germany. She was created duchess of Keiidal tyr 
kiiig George I, April 30, 1719* B. 
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cally, as if he had been with yoa in Ireland. He ha§ 
îvrit no more to us, than if we were still ministers of 
statc. But, in the balance of account, per contra^ I 
bave lord Harley at London ; and have either lived 
wi(h him at W impie, or upon him here, ever since 
his father left us, I know no reason why you should rrot 
expect his pic turc, but that he promised it to you so 
often; I wrote to him six months sincc? and instead 
of acknowledging my letter, be took a more compen- 
dious way of sending a gentleman to lady Harriot, in 
Dover street ; arid bid him call in Westminster, to 
knôw if I had any thing to say to his lord. He was 
hère to a day* v, tien he was sure the scaflôld was ready 
and the axe whetted ; and is in Herefordshirc, when 
the consent of ail mankind either justifiés his ministry, 
or follows the plan of it. The South Sea Company 
have raised their stocks to three hundred and fifty, and 
he has not sixpehce in it. Thou art a stranger in 
Israël, my good friend ; and seemest to knôw no more 
ôf this lord, thàn thou didst of the cttndè de Ptter- 
boww> when first I construed him to thee at the 
coffee-house* 

I labour under the distemper you complain of, deaf- 
ness ; especially upon the least cold. I did not tàke 
care of my ears, till I knew if my head was m y own 
or not ; but am nôw syrihging, and I hope to profit by 
it. My cousin is here, and well* and I sce him some* 
times; but I fînd he has had a caution, which depended 
upon his expecting more from court, and is justifiable 
n a man, who, like him, has a great family. I have 
given your compliments to my two favouxites. Wc 
never forget your health* 

1 have set nr Mr. Butler, and served him to the ut- 
jhost of my pôwer with my ami ci po tentions : thougn 
,he had a good cause, and a strong recommendation, 
he trusted wholly to neither of them, but addëd the 
greatest diligence to his solicitations. 

Auditor Harley thanks you, for rcmemberirig him 
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arîd hîs singing man *. As to the affair of subscrip-> 
fions, do ail at your leisure, and in the manner yon 
judge most propcr ; and so I bid you heartily farewel, 
âssurine: you. that I am evcr most truly Your's 

6 - M* P. 

Frienîd Ford salutes you. Adieu. 

Richardson, whom I take to be a bettcr pain ter 
thari any named in your letter, has made an excellent 
picture of me ; from whence lord Harley (whose it is) 
has a stamp taken by Vertue. He has given me some 
©f them for you to give to our friends at or about 
Dublin. I will send them by Tonson's canal to H y de 
at Dublin, in such a manner, as that, I hope, they 
may corne safc to youé 



*TO ROBERT COPE, ESQ. 

DnbltHj May Z6 f 1/20* 

If 1 ail the worîd would not be reàdy to knock me 
down for disputing the good nature and generosity of 
you and Mrs. Cope, I should swear you invited me 
out of malice : some spiteful people have told you I 
am growh sickly and splenetick ; and, having been 
formerly so yourself, you waht to triumph over me 
ivith yout héalth and good humour ; and she is your 
accomplice. You have made so particular a muster of 
jtty wants and humours, and demands and singularises, 
«nd they look so formidable, that I wonder how you 
have the courage to be such an undertaker. What if 
1 should add, that once in five or six weeks I am deaf 
for three or four days together; will you and Mrs. 
Cope undertake to bawl to me, or let me mope in my 

* Probably a person recommended to the Dean* s cathe- 
dra!. H. v , 
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chamber till I grow better? SinguU dt nobis aunîpr*- 
iantur ennttt. I hunted four yean for horscs, gave 
twenty-six pounds for ohe of threeyears and a half old, 
bave been eighteen months training him, and when he 
grew fit to ride, behold my gfoom gave him a strain 
in the shoulder, he is roweued, and gone to grass. 
Show me a misfortune greater in îts kind. Mr. 
Charlcton has refased Wadman's living; why, God 
knows ; and got the duchess to recommend his brother 
to it ; the most unreasonable thing in the world. The 
day befbre I had your letter, I was working with Mr. 
Natley and Mr. Whaley, to see what could be done 
' for your lad, in case Caulfeild should get the living 
which Mr. Whaley (the primate's chaplain) is to leave 
for Wadman's. Because to say the truth, I have no 
concern at ail for Çharleton's brother. whom I never 
saw but once. We know not yet whether Whaley 's 
présent living wiil not be given to Dr. Kearney*; 
and I cannot learn the scheme yet, nor have been able 
to see Dr. Stone. The primate t is the hardest to be 
seen or dealt with in the world. Whaley seems to 
thtnk the primate wiîl offer Caulfeild's living to y oung 
Charlton. I know not what will-conje of it. I 
called at sir William Fownes's \ ; . but he is in the 
county of Wicklow. — If we could have notice of any 
thing jn good tkne, I cannot but think that, mustering 
up friends, some thing might be dpne for Barclay ; but 
really the primate's life is not upon a very good foot, 

* Treasurer of Armagh. F. 

f Dr. Thomas Lindsay was madebishop of Raphoe, Junc 
6, 17 13 ; and translated to Armagh, January 4, 1713-14, He 
died July 13, 1724. N. 

i An alderman and lord mayor of Dublin, father of Mr. 
Cope's lad y. He was author of 44 Methods proposed for regu- 
lating the Poor, sttpporting some, and employing others, ac- 
cord mg to their-Capacities. By sV W. F. 1725." 8vo; and 
see a letter of his to the Dean, September 9, 1732, on the 
great utility of founding an hospital for lunaticks* N. 
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though I «ce no sudàen appréhensions; I could upoo 
any occasion write to him very freely, aod I beljeve 
my wriring would be of some weight, for they say he 
is not wholly govemed by Crosse *. AU this may be 
visioo ; however, you will forgive it. I dp not carc 
- tô put my name ton letter ; you must know my hand. 
2 présent my humble service to Mrs. Cope ; and won- 
der she can be so good to remember an absent man, of 
whora she has no manoer of knowledge, but what she 
got by his troubling her. I wîsh you success in what 
you hint to me, and that you may have enough of this 
world's wisdom to manage it. Pray God préserve you 
and your fireside. Are none of them yet in your lady's 
opinion ripe for Sheridan ? I am still under the disci- 
pline of the bark, to prevent relapses. Charles Ford 
cornes this summer to Ireland. Adieu, 



FROM MISS VANHOMRIGH. 

Sellbridge, 1720. 

Believe me, it is with the utmost regret that I 

♦ Rectorof St. Mary's,. Dublin. F.— Reading the name 
of Crosse in this page giVes me reason to apprehend the letter 
îs misdated; for Crosse, w ho h ad been chaplain to the Smyrna 
company, was not rector of St. Mary's until the ycar 1722 ; 
nor do I belîevè he was at ail known in Ireland, further 
than, perhaps, by name, until his arrivai there, when, 
by the virulence of party rage, dean Francis, an ' old 
tory, fathef to Mr. . Francis, who translated Horace,- was 
most spitefully turned out of the rectory of St. Mary's, 
which ht had enjoyed for eighteen years. Crosse was 
so uni versai Jy, dttested for accepting a living, which had been 
absolutely refused by tvvo or three others of the clergy (parti- 
cularly by Dr. Cobb, who lived to be promoted several years 
after to the archiépiscopal see of Dublin) that 1 am sure Lind- 
sey, who was an old and high tory 1 , would scorn to be ac- 
quainted with him. My real opinion is, that Croxse y in that 
passage, is no more than a pun. D. S. 
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now complain to y ou, bccausc I know your good nature 
such, that you cannot sec any human créature misérable 
without being sensibly touched. Yet what can I do ? 
1 must eicher unload my heart, and tell you ail its 
griefs, or sink.under the incxpressible distress I now i 
suflèr by your prodigious neglect of me. It is now 
ten long weeks since I saw yob ; and in ail that 
time, I have never received but one lctter from you, 
and aiîttle note with an excuse. Oh I have you for- 
got me ? You endeavour by severities to force me 
from you. Nor can I blâme you z for with the ut- 
most distress and confusion, I beheld myself the cause 
of uneasy reflections to you : yet 1 cannot comfort you, 
btt here déclare, that it is not in the power of 
art, time, or accident, to lessen the inexpressible 

passion, which I have for • Put my passion un. 

îicr the utmost restrain; send me as distant from you 
as the earth will ailow, yet you cannot banish 
those charming ideas which will ever stick by me, 
while I have the use of memory^ nor is the love I 
bear you only seated in my soul ; for there is not a 
single atom of my frame, that is not blended with it. 
Thereftire do not flatter yoursclf that séparation will 
ever change my sentiments : I find myself unquiet in 
the midst of silence, and my heart is at once pierced 
with sorrow and love. For Heaven's sake, tell me, 
what has causcd this prodigious change in you, which 
I have found of la te. If you have the least remains 
of pity for me left, tell it me tenderly. No— do not 
tell it so, that it may cause my présent death And do 
not suffer me to live a life like a languishing death, 
which is the only Jife I can lead, if you have lost any 
of your tenderness for me. 
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TO MISS VANHOMRIGH.— 1720. 

If you knew how many little difficulties there are 
iir sending letters to you, it would remove five parts 
in six of your quarrel. But since you lay hold of ©y 
promises, and are so exact to the day, I shall pro- 
mise you no more, and rather choose to "be better 
than my word than worse. I am confident you came 
chiding into the world, and wiU continue so while 
you are in it. I wonder what Mobkin * meant by 
showing you my letter. I wiU write to her no more, 
since she can keep secrets no better. It was the first 
love letter I have writ thèse dozen years ; and since I 
have so ill success, I will writè no more. Never was 
a belle passion so defeated. But the governor, I 
hear, is jeaious ; and, upon your word, you have a 
vast deal to say to me about jt. Mind your nurse- 
keeping ; do your duty, and leave ofF your huffing. 
One would think you were in love, by dating your 
letter August 2.9, by which means I received it just a 
month betore it was written, You do not find I 
answer your questions to your satisfaction : prove td 
me first that it was even possible to answer any thing 
to your satisfaction, so as rhat you would not grumbïe 
in half an hour. I am glad my writing puzzles you, 
for then your time will be employed in hnding it out : 
and I am sure it costs me a grcat many thoughts to 
make my letters difficult. Yesxerday I was half way 
toward you where I dined, and returned weary 
enough.. I asked where that road to the left led, and 
they named the place. I wish your letters were as 
difficult as mine, for then they would be of no con. 
.séquence, if they were dropped by careless mes, 
sengers. A stroke signifies every thing that may 

* Miss Mary Vanhomngh. See a lutter dated Oet. 15, 
17 W. N, 
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be said to Cad— at beginning or conclusion* It 
is I who ought to be in a huff, that any thing writtcn 
Dy Cad should be difficulté to Skinage. 



FROM MISS VANHOMRIGH.— 1720. 

Is it possible, that again you will do the very saine 
thing I warned you of so lately ? I believe you thought 
I onjy rallied, when I told you the other night, I 
would pester you with le t ter s. Once more I advise 
you, if you have any regard for your quiet, to alter 
your behaviour quickly, For I do assure you» I have 
too much spirit to sit down contented with this treat- 
rhent. Because I love frankness extremely, I here tell 
you not that I have determined to try ail manner of 
human arts to reclaim you ; and if ail those fail, I ara 
resolved to have recourse to the black one, which, it 
is said, ne ver docs. Now see what inconveniency 
you will bring both yourself and me into. Pàry think 
calmly of it is it not much better to come of your- 
self, than to be brought by force, and that perhaps at 
a time when you have the most agrceable engagement 
in the world ? for when I uridertake any thing, I do 
not love to do it by halves. 



TO MISS VANHOMRIGH. 

If you write as you do, I shall come the seldomer, on 
purpose to be pleased with your letters, which I ne ver 
look into without wondering how a brat that cannot 
rcad, can possibly write so well. You are mistakcn : 
scnd me a letter without your hand on the outsidc, and' 
I hold you a crown I shall not read it. But raillery 
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«part, Ttbink it inconvénient, for a hundred reasons, 
that I should raake your house a sort of constant 
dwellingplace. I will certainly corne as often as I 
Conveniently can ; but my health, and the perpétuai 
run of ill weather, hinder me from going out in the 
morning ; and my afternoons are taken up I know not 
how, that I am in rébellion with a dozen of people. 
beside yourself, for not seeing them. For the rest, 
yôu need make use of no other black art beside your 
jnk. It is a pity your eyes are not black, or I would 
have said the same : but you are a white witch, and 
can do no mischief. If you have employed any of 
jour art on the black scarf, I defy it, for one reason — 
guess. Adieu. , - • 



TO THE SAME; 

I RECÉIVED your letter when some company- was 
with me on Saturday night, and it put me in such con- 
fusion that I could not tell what todo. .This nv.rning 
a woman, ,who does business for me, told me she 
heard I was in love with one — naming you, and 

twenty particulars ; that little master and I 

visited you ; and that the archbishop did so ; and that 
you had abundance of wit, &c. I ever feared the 
tattle of this nasty town, and toïd you so : and that 
was the reason why I said to you long agoj that I 
would see you seldpm when you were iri Ireland ; and 
I must beg you to be easy, if, for some time I visit 
you seldomer, and not in so particular a manner. I 
will see you at the latter end of the week, if possible. 
Thèse are accidents in life that are necessary, and must 
be submitted to 5 aftd tattle, by the-belp of discrétion, 
will weaj: off. 
yoL» xvi, U • 
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FROM MISS V ANHOM R IGH. 

Seîtbridge^ 1720. 

Tell me sinctreJy, if you have once wished whh 
earnestness to sec me, since I wrote toyow : no, so far 
from ihac you have not once pitied me, tbough I cold you 
how I wat distressed. Solitude is insupportable to a 
mind which h not easy. I have worn out my days in 
tighing, and my nights with watching, and thinking of 
— who thinks not of me, How many lettera shall 1 
tend you befbre I receive an answer ? Can you deny me, 
in my roisery, the only comfbrt which 1 can expect at 
présent ? O I that 1 could hope to see you here, or that 
I could go to you. I was boni with violent passions, 
which termina te ail in ont, that ucexpressible passion I 
have for you. Consider the killing émotions which I 
feel from your neglect of me ; and show some tende'rness 
for me, or I shall iose my sensés. Sure you cannot pos- 
sibly be so rouch taken up, but you might command a 
moment to write to me, and force your inclinations to 
to great a charity. I rtrrnly believe, if I could know 
your thoughts.( which no human créature is capable of 
guessing at, beeause ne ver any onc living thought like 
you) ï should find you had often in a rage, wished me 
religious, hoping then I should have paid my dévotions 
to Heaven : but that would not spare you ; for were I 
an enthusiast, stfll yott would be the deity I should 
worship. What maries are there of a deity, but what 
you are to be known byi You are présent every 
wherc : your dear image is always berore my eyes. 
Sometimes you strike me with that prodigious awe I 
tremble with fear : at other rimes a charming compas- 
sion shines through your countenancç, which revives 
my stroi. Is it not more reasonable to adore a radiant 
fcfrm one has seen, than one onïy- described ? 



Digitized by 



LfcTTERS TO AND F KO M î>*. SWIFT. « 210, 

TO MISS VANHOMRIGH. 

Qct. 15, 1750. 

I SIT down with thc first opportunity I have t) writc 
to you, and the Lord knows when I can find convenu 
ency to send this letter ; for ail the morning I am 
plagued with impertinent vistts, below any man of 
sensé or honour to endure, if it were am/ way avoid. 
able. Dirmers and afternoons and evenings are spent 
abroad in walking, to keep and avoid spleen as far as 
I can ; so that when I am not so good a correspondent 
as J could wish, you are not to quarrel and be go- 
vemor ; but to impute it to my situation} and to con- 
clude infallibly, that I have the same respect and 
kindness for you I ever professed to have, and shall 
ever préserve ; because you will alwavs merit the utmost 
that can be gi ven you, especially if you go on to read 
and still far cher improve your mind, and the talents 
that nature has given you. I am in much concern for 
poor Mobkin ; and the more, because I art sure you 
art so too. You ought to be as cheerful as you can, 
for both our sakes, and read pleasant things that wili 
make you laugh, and not sit moping with your elbows 
on your knees on a little stool by the fire. It is most 
infallible that riding would do Mobkin * more good 
than any other thing, provided fair days and warm 
clothes be provided : and so it would to you ; and if 
you lose any skin, you know Job says, " skin for 
skin .will a man give for his lire." It is either Job or 
Satan says so, for aught you know. I am getting an 
ill head in this cursed town, for want of exercise. I 
wish I were to walk with you fifty times about your 
garden, and thcn drînk your cofFee. I was sitting 
last night with half a score of both sexes for an hou*, 
and grew as weary as a dog. Every body grows silly 
and disagreeable or I grow monkish and splenerick; 

» Miss Mary Vanhomrigh ; vvho is mentioned before undcr 
'this appellation, in a ktter or the year 17 17. 

V 2 , 
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which is the sarae thing. Conversation is full of 
nothing but South Sea, and the ruin of the kingdom, 
and sCarcity of money. 



FROM SIR THOMAS HANMER. 

sir, Mildenhall, Oct. 22, 1720. 

I RECEI VED the fàvour of a letter from you about 
ten days since, at which time the duke of Grafton * 
was at London ; but as he was soon expected in the 
country, and is now actually returned, I thou^ht it 
best, rather than write, to wait for an opportunity of 
speaking to him ; and yesterday I went over to his 
hou se, on purpose to obey your commands. I found 
he was not a stranger to the subject of my errandj 
for he had ail the particulars of the story very perfect, 
and told me, my lord Arran had spoke to him con- 
cerning it +. I added my solicitations, backed with 
the rèason with which you had /urnished me ; and he 
was so kind to promise, he would by this post write 
to the chief justice : how explicitly or how pressingly 
I cannot say, because men in high posts are afraid of 
being positiye in their answers ; Dut I hope it will be 
in such a manner as will be effectuai. 

If the ^hing is done, it will be best that the means 
should be a secret by which it is brought about ; and 
for this reason you will excuse me, if 1 avoid putting 
my name to the outside of my letter, lest ir should 
excite the curiosity of the postoffice. If this aflàir 
end« to your satisfaction, I am glad it has proved to 
me a cause of hearing from you, and an occasion of 
assuring you, that I am, sir, 

Your very humble" servant, 

THO. HANMER. 

* Charles, whose mother Isabella, daughter of Henry 
Bermet earl of Arlington, married for her second husband sir 
Thomas Hanmer. H. 

t The prosecution of Waters. See the letter from sir 
Constantine Phipps, p. 433. H. 
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A THOUSANB things + have vexed me of late 
y cars, upon which I am determined to lay open my 
înind to you. I rather choose to appeal tt> you than 
tô my lord chief justice Whitshed, under the situation 
I am in. For, I take this cause properly to lie before 
you : you are a rauch fitter judge of what concerns the 
crédit of a writer, the injuries that are done him, and 
the réparations he ought toreceive» Besides, I doubt, 
whether the arguments I could suggest to prove my 
own innocence, would be of much weight frora the 
gentlemen of the long robe to those m furs ; upon 
whose décision about the différence of style or senti, 
ments, I should be very unwilling to leave the merits 
of my cause. 

>Give me leave then to put you in mind, (altbough 
you cannot easily forget it) that .about ten weeks before 



that incurable breach among the great men at court, 
and went down to Berkshire,, where you may reraem- 
ber that you gave me the favour of a visit. Whiie I 
was in that retirement, I writ a discourse which I 
thought might be useful in such a juncture of affaire, 
and sent it up to London ; but upon some différence in 
opinion between me and a certain great minister now 
abroad, the publishing of it was deferred so long, that 
the queen died, and I recalled my copv, which hath 
been ever since in safe hands. In a few weeks after 

*. This .letter Mr. Pope ncver received. Pope. — Nor did he 
believe it was ever sent. Warburton. 

+ No pièce of Swift contains more political knowledge, 
mo^B love of. the English constitution, and rational liberty, 
than appears in this celebrated letter; and it is not a little won- 
derful thàt Pope should affirm he nbver received it. 



\ 



TO MR-POPE». 



Dublin, Jan. 10, tfM-ÏL 




town, upon occasion of 



Warbuhton, 
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the loss of that excellent princess, I came to my station 
here; where I have continued ever since in the greatest 
privacy, and utter ignorance of those events which are 
rnost commonly talked of in the world, I neither 
know the names nornumberof the royal family which 
now reigns, farther than the praycr book informs me. 
I cannot tell who is chancellor, who are secretaries, 
nor with what nations we are in peace or war. And 
this manner of life was not taken up out of any sort of 
affection) but mcrely to avoid giving offencc, and for 
fear of provoking party zeal. 

I had indeed written some memorials of the four last 
years of the queen's reign, with some other informa, 
tions, which I received, as necessary materials to qua- 
lify me for doing something in an employment then 
designed me * : but, as it was at the disposai of a per- 
son that had not the smallest share of steadiness or sin- 
cerity, 1 disdained to accept it. 

Thèse papers, at my few hours of health and leisure, 
I have been digesting into order by one sheet at a 
timct, for 1 dare not venture any farther, lest the hu- 
mour of searching and seizing papers should revive ; 
not that I am in pain of any danger to mysclf, (for they 
contain nothing of présent times or persons, upon whkh 
I shall never lose a thought while there is a cat or a 
*paniel in the house) but to préserve them frora being 
lost among messengers and clerks. 

I have written in this kingdom, a discourse to per- 
suade the wretched people to wear thcir own manufac- 
tures, instead of. those from EnglandJ: this treatise 
soon spread very fast, being agreeable to the sentiments 
of the whole nation, except of those gentlemen who 
had employments, or were expectants. Upon which a 

♦ Historiographer. See his " Mémorial* » in vol. vi. N. 
+ The History of the four last Years of the Quecn, printed 
in vol. vii, N. 

. J A Proposai for the universal Use of Irish Manufactures, 
1720 j printed in vol. xii. N. 
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person in great tfiicehere, immediately took the alarmj 
ne dent in haste for the chief justice*, and informed 
him of a seditious, factiôus, and virulent pamphlet, 
lately published with a design of setting the two kihg- 
doms at variance; directing at the same tirae that thc 

Î>rinter should be prosecuted with the utmost rigour of 
aw. The chief justice had so quick an understanding» 
that he resolved, if possible, to outdo his orders. The 
grand juries of the county and city were practisèd ef- 
fectually with to represent the said pamphlet with ail 
aggravât ing epithets, for which they had rhanks sent 
thein from England, and their présentaient s published 
for several weeks in ail the newspapers. The primer 
was seized, and forced to give great bail : after his 
trial the jury brought him in not guilty, although they 
had been culled with the utmost industry : the chief 
justice sent them back nine times, and kept them ele- 
vçn hours, until being perfêctly tired out, they were 
forced to leave the matter to the mercy of the judge, . 
by what they call a spécial verdict. Duringthe trial, 
the chief justice, among other singularities, laid his 
hand on his breast, and protested solemnly that the au- 
thor's design was tobring in the pretender: although 
there was not a single syllable of party in the whole 
treatise, and although it was known that the rnost emi- 
nent of those who professed his own principles, pub- 
lickly disallowed his proceedings. But the* cause be- 
ing so very odious and unpopular, the trial of the ver. 
dict was deferred from one term to another, until upon 
the duke of Grafton, the lord lieutenant 's arrivai, his 
grâce, after mature advice, and permission from Eng- 
land, was pleascd to grant a noli prosequu 

This is the more remarkable, becagse it is said 
that the man is no ill décider in common cases of pro- 
perty, where party is out of the question : but wheii ' 
that intervenes, with ambition at heels topush it for- 

* Lord Chiff Justice Whifched. N. 
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ward, it raust needs confound any man of Ht de spirit, 
and low birth, who has no other endowment than that | 
«ort of knowledge, which, however possessed in the j 
highest degree, can possibly give no one good quality j 
to the mind *. 

It is true I bave beçn much concerned for several 
"years past, upon account of thejxiblick as well asof 
myself, to see how ill a taste for w,it and sensé prevails 
in the world, which, politicks and South Sea, aud 
party, and opéras, and masquerades have introduced. 
For, beside many insipid papers which the malice of 
some has ehtitied me to, there are many persons ap- \ 
pearing to wish me well, and pretending to be judgea ] 
of roy style and manncr, who have yct. ascribed somc 
writings to me, of which. any man of common sensé 
and literature would be heartily ashamed. I cannot 
forbear instsfticing a treatise talled a Dedication upon ] 
Dedications, which many would have to be mine, al- 
though it be as empty, dry, and servile a composition, 

* This is a very strange assertion. To suppose that a con* 
summate knowledge of the laws, by which civilizpd secieties 
are governed, can ** give no one good quality to the mind," is 
making Etlricks (of which public laws are sa considérable a 
part) a very unprofitable study. The best division of the sci- 
ences is that old one of F lato, into Ethics, Phy&ics, and Log ; c, 
The severer philosophers condemn a total application to the 
two latîer, b^cause they have no tendency to mer.d the heart; 
and recommended the first as our principal study, for its effi- 
cacv in this important service And sure, if any human spé- 
culations have this eftcct, they must be those which lia ve for 
man their object, as a reasonable, a social, and a civil being. 
N And thèse are ail included underethics, whether you calî the ' 
science morality or law. With regard to the common law of 
Ergland, we may justly apply to it what Tully says of the 
Law of the Twelve Tables. "Fremant omnes licet, dicam 
quod sentio : bibliothecas meherculè omnium Philosophomm 
unum mihi videtur Pandeçtarum volumen et authoritatis pon- 
dère et utilitatis ubertate superare." But the best évidence 
of its fnoral efficacy is thç manncrs of its professors 5 _and thèse, 
in every âge, .have been such as- were the first ifnproved, and 



the last corrupred» 
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as I remember at any time to have read» Bat above 
ail, there is one circumstance which makes it impossi- 
ble for me to have been author of a treatise, whcrein 
there are several pages containing a panegyrick on 
king George, of whose character and person I am ut. 
terly ignorant, nor ever had once the curiosity to in- 
quire into either, living at so great a distance as I do, 
and having long done with whatever can relate to pub- 
lick matters. 

Indeed I have fbrmerly delivered my thoughts very 
freely, whethér I were asked or not ; but never afFected 
to be a counsellor, to which I had no manner of calU 
I was humbled enough to see myself so far outdone by 
the earl of Oxford in my own trade as a scholar, and too 
good a courtier not to discover his contempt of thosè 
who would be men of importance out of their sphère.- 
Besides, to say the truth, although I have known many 
great ministers ready enough to hear 'opinions, y et I 
have hardly seen one that would ever descend to take 
, advice ; and this pedantry arises from a maxim them- 
selves do not believe at the same time théy practise by 
k, that there is something profound in polit icks, which 
men of plain honest sensé cannot arrive to. 

I only wish my endeavours had succeeded better ih 
the çreat point I had at heart, which was that of re* 
conciling the ministers to ^each other. This might 
have been done, if others who had more concern, and 
more influence, would have acted their parts; and if 
this had succeeded, the publick interest both of church 
and state would not have been the worse, nor the pro- 
testant succession endangerecL 

But, whatever opportunities a constant attendance 
for four years might have given me, for endeavouring 
to do good offices to particular persons, I deserve at 
least to find tolerable quarter from those ôf the other 
party : for many of which I was a constant advocate 
with the Earl of Oxford, and for this I appeal to his 
lordship : He knows how often I pressed hun in favour 



Digitized by 



326 LETTER8 TO AffD FROM DR» SWIFT. 

of Mr. Addison, Mr. Congrere, Mr. Rowe, and Mr» 
Steele, although I fredy confess that his lordship's 
kindness to them was altogether owing to his generdus 
notions) and the esteem he had for their wit and parts, 
of which I could only prétend to be a remembrancer. 
For, I can never forget the ftnswer he gave to the late 
lord Halifax, who, upon the first change of the minis. 
tiy, jnterceded with him to spare Mr* Congreve : it 
was by rcpeating thèse two Unes of Virgil, 

Non obtusa acleo gestamus fectora Pcem> 

Non tam avcrms equos Tyriâ Sol junglt ab urbe*. 

Pursuant to which, he always treated Mr. Congreve 
with the gréâtes t personal civilities, assu ring him of his 
constant favour and protection, and adding that ht 
wojuld stody to do something better for him. 

I remember it was in those tintes a usual subject of 
raillery toward me among the ministère, that 1 never 
.came to them without a whig in my sleeve} which I 
do not say with any vicw toward making my court ; 
for, the new principlest fixed to those of that dénomi- 
nation, I did then, and do now from my heart abhor, 
detest, and abjure, as wholly dégénéra te from their 
predecessors. I have conversed in some freedom with 
more ministers of state of ail parties, than usually 
happens to men of my level, and I confess, in their 
capacity as ministers, I look upon them as a race of 
people, whoseacquaintance no man would court, other- 
wise than upon the score of yanity or ambition. The 
first quickly wears off, (and is the vice of low minds, 
for a manof spirit is too proud to be vain) and the 
other was not my. case. Besides, having never re- 
ceived more than one smaU favour, I was under no 
necessity of being a slave to men in power, but chose 
my friends by their personal merit, without examining 

* «* Our hearts arc not so cold, nor fiâmes the firc 

Of Sol so distant from the race of Ty re. ' ' Dryden. 
f He means particularly the principlc at that time charged 
Upon, them by their enemies, of an intention to froscribe ibe 
mes» Warburton. 
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how fer their i otions agreed wifh the polhkk» then in 
vogue. I frequently cooversed with Mr.. Addison» 
and the others I named (except Mr. Stecle) during ail 
my lord Oxford's mini&try : and Mr. Addisotr's friend. 
ship to roe continued inviolable, with as mtich kind- 
ness as when we used to meet at my lord Somers or 
Halifax, who were leaders of the opposite party. 

I would infer from ail this, that it is with great iiu 
justice I have thèse raany year» been pelted by your 
parnphieteers, naerefy upon account of some regard 
whiçh the queen's last mmisters were pleased to have 
for me : and yet in my conscience 1 think lama par* 
taker in every il 1 design they had açainst the protestant 
succession, or the liberties and rekgion of their coun- 
try ; and can say with Ckero, < that I should be prood 
to be included with them in ail their actions, tanquam 
>m efua TrojamS But, if I have never discovered by 
my words, writings, or actions, any party virulence,* 



those who liked or disapptoved the proceedings then 
at court, and that I was known to be a coeaaion 
friend of ail deserving perse-os «of the Jattei sort, when 
they were in distress ; X cannot but think it hard > that 
I am not sufèred to run quietly among the connu 0*1 
herd of people, whose opinions unfbriunately diffei 
from those wbich kad to favour and préféraient. 

I ought to let you knojr, that the thing we eall 9 
whigt in England, is a. créature altogether diffèrent 
front those of the same dénomination herfes at leaet ia 
was so during the reign of her late raajesty. Whe« 
ther those on your side have changée 1 or not, it has not 
been my business to .inquise. I remember my exeelu 
]ent friend Mr. Addison, when he first came over 

♦ The Examinera, I suppose, were not the» publfched 
amonz; the Dean* s Works. Warburton. 

t On a modérât e computation, how many times have whigt 
and tories changed their principles, or rather their names! 
When Swift flrst set out m life, he^ wts as (tue a whig a«- 
Addison* D*. Wartow» 
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hither secretary to the cari of Wbarton, thcn lord 
lieutenant, was extreraely offènded at the conduct and 
discourse of the chief managers hère : he rold me they 
were a sort of people who seemed to think, that the 
principles of a whîg conshted in nothing else bot 
damnmg the church, reviling the clergy, abetring me 
dissenters, and speaking contemptibly of reyealed 
religion. 

I was discoursing some years ago with a certain 
minister about that whiggish or fantastical genios so 

Î)revalent among the English of this kingdoro ; his 
ordship accoonted for it by that number of Cromwell's 
8ol4iers> adventurers established hère, who were al] of 
the sourest leaven, and the meanest birth, and whose 
posterity are 1 now in possession of their lands and their 

Erinciples. However, it must be confessed that of 
ite some people in this country are grown weary of 
quarrelling, because interest, *he. great motive of 
quarrelling, is atan end; for, it is hardly worth con- 
tending who shall be an èxciseman, a country vicar, a 
crier in the courts, or an under clerk, 
♦ You will perhaps be inclined to think, that a per- 
aon so'ill treatedas I have been, must at some time or 
other have discovered very dangerous opinions in 
government ; in answer to which, i will tell you what 
my political principles were in the time of her late glo- 
rlous majesty, which I riever contradicted by any 
action, writing, or discourse. 

First, I always declared myself against a popish 
successor to the crown, whatever title ne might have 
by the proximity of blood: neither did I ever regard 
the righç line, extept upon two accounts ; first, as it 
was established by law ; aftd secondly, as it hà* much 
weight in the opinions of the people. For, necesshy 
may abolish any law, but cannot alter the sentiments 
of the vulgar ; right of inheritance being perhaps the 
most popular of ail topicks ; and thcrelore in great 
# changes, when that is broke, there willremain much 
heart-burning and discontent among the meaner pco- 
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pie; which (under a weak prince andcorrupt adminis- 
tration) may have the wôrst conséquences upon the 
peace of any s ta te. 

. As to what is called a Révolution prineiple,* my 
opinion was this; that whcncver those evils which 
usually attend and follow a violent change of govern. 
ment, were not in probability so pernicious as the 
grievance wc suffèr under a présent power, then the 
publick good will justify such a révolution ; and this I 
took to have been the case in the prince of Orange's 
expédition; although in the conséquences it produced 
•orne very bad effects, which are likely to stick long * 
enooghbyus. - . 

. I had likewise in those days a mortal antipathy 
agaînst standing armies in times of peace» Because I 
always took standing armies tobe only servants hired 
by the master of the family, for keeping his own 
children in slavery. And because I conceived that a 
prince who could not think himself secure without 
mercenary tfoops, must needs have a separate interest 
i rom that of his subjects. Although I am not ignorant 
of those artificial necessities which a corrupted ministry 
can create, for keeping up forces to support a faction 
against the publick interest. 

As to parliaments, 1 adored the wisdom of that 
gothick' institution, which made them annualjt and I 

• A full, short, but soliddcfence of the principles on which 
the Révolution was built ; as the preceding paragraph con- - 
tains ail that oan be sensibly urged in favour of hereditary 
right. This topic he has enlarged upon, and placed in a per- 
spicuous light, in thé admirable ** Sentiments of a Church of 
JEngland Man," prihted in vol. iii. Dr. JVarton. 

t When King William hesitated about passing the bill for 
trienntal parliaments (for animal seem impracticable and 
cmt of the question), and sent down to sir William Temple, 
who had retired from public business, to désire he would give 
him his free opinion on this important measure, sir William 
dispatchcd Swift, then a young man, and who llvcd in his 
house, with a letter to fois Majesty, informing him, that the 
mcescnger was ùilly instructed togive him ail possible infor- . 
VOL. XVI. X 
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wà* confident oor libcrty cootd never fae piaced upon a. 
&rm foandatîon, ontil that ancieot law wcie ie»mwal 
among as. For, who secs not, that-wirik aoch-asKiay 
bbrs are perrnitted to bave a longer do ration, there 
geaw* «p a comewree of corruption between thrinknsu 
%xj and the depoties, wherero they bofh find tbdv 
accounts, to the manifest danger of l&erty % winch 
traffick woidd neither answer the design n«r exp e ute, 
if parliaments met once a year. 

I ever abominattd chat schéma of poHricks, (now 



* tn opposition totheîanded* >or I conceived, there 
could not be a truer maxim in our govefwmenc tha» 
this, that the possesaors of the soil are *he best judges 
of wbat is for the advantage of the kingfenu if otber* 
&ad thought the saacutfay, fonds of crédit and Soatfcsea 
projects wetrîd neitbet have been felt noir heard of* 

I could never discover the necessitj of tuspcnèfasg 
suïj law upon which the libertjr of the raost ùinocenc 
peisons drpenided : neither do I thînk rhâ> practice ha* 
marie the taate of arbitraiy power so agveeablej at 
that weshould' désire to sec it repeated» Every rebeJ* i 

rtiation on the suhjccf. The King listened tc> Swift wrth ' 
patience and attention, and gave his as&ftn* to «**' bUfc. As to 
erxtending tJiedtwation of parlement, m the rttgn of George L 



saying, ** That the sudden introduction of twelve new peenr 
at once by Queen Anne, wasan act of autbority violent enough, 
yet certain l y légal, and by no means to be compared with that 
contempt of national right, with which some time afterwards,- 
by the instigation cf whiggism, the comi&ons, ehosen by the 
people for threé years, chose themsel ves for seven. *-' He should 
have said at the instigation of some who called themsel ves 
wfaigs. 1 1 is in allusion to this sentiment of Swift, relating to 
parliaments, that Dr. Stopford,the learned and amiable bishop 
of Cioyne, thus expresses himself in a Latin panegyrrck, on 
Swift: " Incorruptus inter pessimos- mores; magni atque 
constanti s animi ; libertatis semper studio su s, atque nostri 
reipublica status, a Gothis quendam sapienter insrituti, lau- 
dator perpétuas, propugnator acerrimus. Cujus tamen for- 
ma m, ambitu et largitione adeo fœdatam, ut vix mine dig- 
noici possit, scepius indignabundus ploravit.'* Dr.Waaton. 




Dr. Johnson has expressed himself with 




Digitized by 



Google 



tKfTfiilà ÏO AVfif FROM DR* SWIFT. 231 

Jîen snbdued* and plot discovered, contribute to the 
fermer establishment of the prince : In the latter case* 
thc knot of compirators is entirely brokcn, and they 
«te to begm their work anew under a thousand disad. 
yantages; so that thosc diligent inquiries into remote 
and problematical guik, with a new powér of enforcing 
them by chaîna and dangeons to every persqn whose 
fcce a minister thiriks fit to dislike, are not only oppo. 
iCte to that maxim, which déclares it better that ten 
roilty roen should escape, tfaan one innocent suiïer j 
bot Hkewise leave a gatewideopen to the wholetrtbe ©f 
informcrs, the most accursed, and prostitute, and aban. 
rfoaedwce» that God everperœitfed to piagoe mankjnd. 

It is true the Romans had a custôm oi" choocing a 
iHctator, during whosc administration, the power of 
othcr magistrat es was suspende^ ; bot this was done 
opon the greatest emergencies; a warnear their doors, 
or some civil dissension : for, armies must be governed 
by arbitrary power. But when the virtue of that 
comrnonwealth gave place to luxury and ambition, this 
▼ery office of dictator became perpétuai in the pereons 

the Caesars and their successors, the mo$t infamou* 
tyrants that have any where appeared in story. 

Thèse are some of the sentiments I had, rçlating ta 
publick affaira, while I was in the world ; what they 
are at présent, is of little importance either to that or 
aayself ; neithcr can I truly say I have any at ail, or if 
I had, I dare not venture to publish them: for, how- 
cver orthodox they may be while I am now writing, 
they may become criminal enough to bring me into 
trouble before midsummer. And indeed I have often 
wished for some time past, that a political catechism 
might be published by authority four times a yéar, in 
order to instruct.us how we are to speak, write, and 
act during the current quarter. I have by expérience 
felt the want of such an instructor : For, intending to 
anake my court to some people on the prevailing side, 
by ad^ancing certain old whiggish principles, which it 
seems had been exploded about a raonth before, I hav 
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passed for a disafiècted person. t am not ignorant 
how idle a thing it is, for a man in obscurity to at- 
tempt defending his réputation as a writer, while the 
spirit of faction has so universally possessed the miixU. - 
of mcn, that they are not at leisure to attend to any 
thing else. They will just give themselves time to 
libel and accuse me, but cannot s parc a minute to hear 

S defence. So, in a plot-discovering âge, I hâve 
sn known an innocent man seized and imprisoned, 
and forotd to lie several months in chains, while the 
ministerswere not a t leisure to hear his pétition, until they 
had prosecuted and hanged the number they proposed. 

Ail I can reasonably hope fer by this letter, is* to 
convince my friends, and others who are pleased to 
wish me well, that 1 have neither been so ill a subject, 
nor so stupid an author, as I have been represented by 
the virulence of libellers: whose malice has taken the 
same train in both, by fathering dangerous principles 
in governmcnt upon me, which 1 never maintained) 
and insipid productions which I am not capable of 
writing. For/however I may have been soured by 
personal ill treatment, or by melancholy prospects for 
the puhlkk, I am too much a politician to ex|x>se my 
own safety by offensive words*. And if my genius and 
6pirit be sunk by increasing years, I have at least dis. 
cretion enough lefr* not to mktake the measure of my 
own abilities, by attempting subjects where those 
talents are necessary* which perhaps I may have lost 
with my youth. 

- * Swift, in bne sentence only of his admirable '* Sentiments 
of a Church of England Man," demolished the slavish and 
absurd doctrine of passive obédience and non- résistance. 
*' Many of theclergy," sa\s he, "and othçr learned men, 
mis too k tlie object to which passive obédience was due. By 
the suprême magistrate is property understood the législa- 
tive power, which in ail govemments must be absolu te and 
unlimitcd. But the word magistrate secming to dénote a 
single person, and to express the executive power, it came to 
pass, that the obédience due to the législature was, for want 
of knowing or comidering this easy distinction, misapplied to 
the administration." Dr. Warton. 
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FROM SIR CONSTANTINE PHIPPS. 
sir, - Ormoxif-street, Jan. 14, 1720-21. 

Having been a little indisposed, I went at 
Christmas into .the country, which y ie vcn tcj roCv 
from sooner acknowkdging thc -favrniT of your letter. 
As to Waters's * case, I was informée! of it ; and the 
last terro I spoke to Mr. Attorney gênerai + about 
it ; but he told me, he could not grant a writ of error 
in a crîminal case, without direction from the king; so 
that Waters is not likely to have nflich relief from 
hence, and therefore I am glad you have some hopes 
it will drop in Ireland. I think the chief justice! 
should have that regard to his own réputation, to let 
it go off so; for I believe the oldest man alive, or any 
law-book} cannot give any instance of such a pro- 
ceeding, I was infofmed who was aimed at by the 

Çrosecution, which made me very zealous in it ; which 
shall be in every thing, wherein I can be serviceable 
to that gentleman, for whom nobody has a greater 
esteem, than 

Your most faithful humble serrant, 

CON. PHIPPS. 

* Dr. SwitVs printer ; who was prosecuted for printing 
'* A Proposai for the uni versai Use of Irish Manufactures," 
written in 1720. The Dean, in his letter to Pope, dated Jan. 
10, i7»i, says, that the jury, which tried him, had been 
eu lied with the utmost industry ; but that, notwithstanding, 
îhey brought him in not guilty : that Whitshed, thé judge, 
Sent them out nine times, and kept them eleven hours ; 
till, being tired out, they were forced to leave the mat ter to 
the mercy of the* judge by a spécial verdict. Thedukeof 
Grafton, lord lieutenant, soon a/ter, upon mature advice, 
and permission from England, granted a noli fiosequi, H. 

i Sir Robert Raymond. B. 
Whitshed. H. 
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FROM MR. PRIOR. 

D1AR sir, Westminster,. Ftl. 28, 1720— 2 L 

IF I am to chide you for not writing to me, or beg 
your pardon that I bave not writ to you, is a ques- 
tion ; for on r correspondance has been so long interrupt- 
ed, that I swear I do not know which of as wrote last. 
In ail cases, I assure you of my continuai fnendihip, 
and kindest remembrance of you; and with great 
pleasure* expect the same from you. I baye been ill 
this winter. Age, I, find, cornes on ; and the cough 
does not dimirnsh. — 

Non sùm qualis eram bons 

Sub regno Cynarac — ; — Pass for that. 

I am tîred with politicks, and lost in the South Sea. 
The roaring'of the waves, and the madness of the 
people, were justly put together. I can send you no 
sort of news, that holds either connexion or sensé. 
It is ail wjlder than St. Antony's dream ; and the ba- 
gatelle is more solid that any thing, that has been 
endeavoured here this year. Our old friend Oxford 
is not well, and continues in Herefordshire. John of 
Bucks* died last night, and Coningsbyt was sent 
last night to the Tower. I frequently drink your 
health. with lord Harley, who is always the same 
good man, and grows daily more beloved as more 
univèrsally known. I do so too with our honest good 
natured friend Ford, whom I love for many good 
reasons, and particularly for that he loves you. 

As to the subscriptions, in which I hâve &iveiï you 
a great deal of trouble already, to make the rest of 
that trouble less, I désire you to send the enclosed 
létter tb Mr. Hyde, that he may raze out the names of 
those gentlemen who have taken out their books, and 

» John Sheffisld, duke of Buckinghamshire. 8. 
+ Thomas, cari of Corningsby , so created by king George I, 
in 1719. B. 
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take what convenient care hécan of rhe remaining 
books. And as to the pecunîary part, I find no better 
way than that you will remit it, as y ou did the former 
serai,' bybillof exchange. Mr. Fordlikewise judgea 
this the best and securest method. 

How do you do as to your health ? Are we to sec 
you this summer? Answerme thèse questions. -Give 
my service to ail friends, and believe me to be ever, 
witiigreat truth andesteem, dear sir, 

Your's, M. PRIOR. 



' FROM THE SAME. 

dear sir, Westminster, April25 9 1721. 

I KNOW very well, that you can write a good 
fetter, if you have a mind to it ; but that is not the 
question. A letter from you sometimes is what I de- 
tire. Reserve your tropes and periods for those you 
love less ; and let me hear how you do, in "whatever 
hqmour you are ; whether lçnding your money to thç 
butchers,7>rotecting the weavers, treating the women, 
or construing propria qua> maribus to the country 
curate. You and I are so establiftied au t hors, that we 
may write what we will, without fear of censure ; 
and if we have nbt lived long enough to prefer the 
hagatelle to any thing else, we deserved to have had 
our brains knocked out ten years ago. 

I have received the money punctually of Mr. Dan, 
Hayes, have his receipt, and hereby return you ail the 
thanks, that your friendfhip in that affair ought to 
claim, and your generosity does con terri n. , There is 
©ne turn for you : good. 

The man you mentioned in your last has- been in 
the country thèse two years, very ill ~in his health 
and has dot for' many rrîonths been out of his chambe 
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yet what y ou observe ofhim is so true, that his sick* 
ness is ail counted for policy, that he will not corne op, 
till the publick distractions force somebody or other, 
(whom God knows) who will oblige somebody else to 
send for Kim in open triumph, and set him in statu quo 
pritts. That in the roean ttme, he has foreseen ail 
that has happened ; checkmated ail the ministry ; and 
to divert himself at his leisure hours, he has laid ail 
those lime twigs for his neighbour Coningsby *, that 
keep that precious bird in the cage, out of which him- 
self slipped so cunningly and easily. 

Things, and the way of men's judging them, vary 
so much here, that it is impossible to give y ou any 
just account of some of our friends actions. Rojfen\ 
is more than suspected to have given up his party, as 
Sancho did his subjects, for so much a head, Vun por- 
tant l'autre. His cause, therefore, which is something 
originally like that of Lutrin, is opposed or neglected 
by nis ancient friends, and openly sustained by the 
ministry. He cannot be lower in the opinion of most 
men, than he is ; and I wish our friend Harcourt were 
higher than he is. 

Our youn£ Harley^ vice is no more covetousness, 
than plainness of speech is that of his cousin Tora* 
His lordship is really amab'ilu % and lady Ilarriettè, 
qdoranda. 

I tell you no news, but that the whole is a compli- 
cation of mistakes in policy, and of knavery in the 
exécution of it : of the ministers I speak, for the 
most pârt, as well ecclesiastical as civil. This is ail 
the truth I can tell you, except one, which I am sure 
you receive very kindly, that I am ever 

Your friend and your servant, 

M. PRIOR. 
Friend Sheîton, commonly called Dear Dick, h 
with me. We drink your health. Adiea, 
* Secj). 134. N. 

f Dr. Atterbury, bishop of Roehester. N. 
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TO [STELLA] MRS. JOHNSON» 

Deantry. bouse, Sunday morning t AprilSO, 1721* 

JACK GRATT AN said nothing to me of it till last 
night ; it is none of my fault : how did I know but 
you were to dinc abroad ? -You should have sent your 
messenger sooner ; ycs, I think the dinner you pro- 
vided for yourselvcs ràay do wcll enough here, but 
pray send it soon. I wish you would give a body 
more carly warning ; but you niust blâme yourselves. 
Delany says he will come in the evening; and for 
àught I know Sheridan may be here at dinner : hich 
of you was it that undertook this frolick ? Your letter 
hardly explained your meaning, but at last I found it. 
Pray do not serve me thèse tricks often. You may be 
sure, if there be a good bottle you shall have it. I am 
sure I ne ver refused you, and therefore that reflection 
might have been spared. Pray be more positive in 
your answer to this. 

Margoose and not Mtrgoose, it is spelrwith an a, 
simpleton. 

No, I am pretty well after my wajk. I am glad 
the archdeacon % got home safe, and I hope you took 
care of him. It was his own fault ; how.could I know 
where he was? and he could have easily overtaken 

• Indorsed by Mrs. Johnson ; " An answer to no letter, * ' N. 

+ Thenameof a species of strong wine. A simîlar word 
is used in an épilogue, ascribed to the Dean, in the G ulliveriana» 
p. 64. 

•'And with richest margoux to wash dovvn a tit-bit." 
Dr. Bramston, in his ** CrookedSixpence," talks of 

** Chatteau, margouV, or the renown'd pontack." 
And Dr. Dunkin, vol. II. p. au, after deprecating bumpers, 
adds, 

" O raise not the fury of potentf margouze ! N. 
% Archdeacon Wails. N. 
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me ; for I walkcd softly on purpose, I told Delany I 
woukL 



tO THE REV. MR. WALLIS. 
sir, Dublin* M*j 18, 1721. 

I HAD your letter, and the copy of the bishop*f 
circular enclosçd. for whicfc 1 tkank y ou ; *nd yc* I 
will not prétend to know any thing of k, aik} hop* 

* you have not told any body wbat^you di4* I fthould 
be glad enough to be at the Visitation, not out of aay 
love to the business or the persan, bu( to do my pat % 
in preventing any mischief. But io truth my hçaW* 
wifl hot sufrer it ; and you, who are to be, my pfoxy^ 
may safely give it upon your veracity. I am confident 
the bishop would not be dissatisfied with wantjng mf 
company, and yet he may give himself airs when be 
finds I am not there. I now employ mypelf in getjting 

i you a companion to cure your spleen. 
I am 

Your faithful humble servait, 

J. S. 

TO THE BISHOP OF MEATH *. 

my lo*d, 7*ty 5, 172!. 

I HAVE received an account of your lordship's re- 
fusing to admit my proxy at your Visitation t, with 
several circumstances of personal réfections on myseh> 
although my proxy attested my want of health ; to 
confirai which, and to lay before you the justice and 
christianity of your proceeding, above a hundred per* 
* Dr. Evans. N 

+ Sce the preceding letter to Mr. Wallis. N. 
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sons of cfuality and distinction caa witnetfs, thât «înce 
Frïday the 2êth of May, I ha te been tormented with 
an ague, in as violent a manntr as possible, whkh 
still continuée, and tarée» tnt to make «se of another* 
hand in writing to you. At the aame time, I must be 
plain to tell you, that H fhitf accident had not happened, 
I should hâve used ail endeavours to avoid your Visi- 
tation, upon the public pfomîsé I made you threeyears 
ago, and the motives which occasioned it ; because I 
was unwilling to heâr any more very injuribus treat- 
ment and appellations gtven to nw brethren, or my- 
self;*and by thé grâce of God, Iam still determined 
10 absent mystif on the Kke occasion, as far as I can 
possiMy be dwpensed with by any law, while your 
lordship is in th.it diocèse, and I a member ôf k. In 
which; résolution I could not conceive but your lord- 
ship wodld be easy ; because, ahhough my présence! 
might possibly contribute to your real (at least future) 
interest, I was sure it could not to yorir présent satisJ 
faction. 

If l had bad the happiness tohave becn acquainted 
vtfth any one clergyman in the diocèse, of your lord, 
ship's principies, i should have desired him to repre- 
sent nie, with hopes of better success : but I wisb you 
would somctimes tbink it convenient to distinguish 
rnen, as well as principks ; and not to look upon every 
person, who happent to owe you canonical obédience,' 
as if ■ ■ ■ * 

I have thç honour to be ordinary oveT a* considér- 
able number of as eminent divines as any in this king- 
dom, who owe me the same obédience, as I owe to 
your lordship, and are equalty bound to attend my 
Visitation ; yet ncither I, nor any of my predecessors, 
to rny/knowledge, did evér refuse a regular proxy. 

I an onîy sorry that you, who are of a country 
farnod foc good nature, hare found a way to unité the 

x * The rcm^ndcrof the paiagraph he hasleft tothe bishop'ii 
ccr.jeaure. N. 
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hasty passion of your own countrymen*, with the 
long» scdate resentment of a Spaniard : but I have an 
honourable h ope, that this procecding has been more 
©wing to party, than complexion. I am> 
Mylord, 

Your lordship's most humble servant. 



TO VANESSA. 

GaÏÏsto<wn y near Klnmgady Jnly 5, 1721* 
■ 

It was not convenient, hardly possible, to write to 
you before now, though I had a more than ordinaiy 
désire to do it, considering the disposition I fixind you 
in last ; though I hope I left you in a better. I must 
hère beg you to taxe more care of your health by 
company and exercise, or else tht spleen will get the 
better of you, than which there is not a more foolish 
or troublesome discase, and what you have no pretences 
to in the world, if ail the advantages of life can be 
any defence against it. Cadenus — . — assures, me, be 
continues to esteem, and love, and value you aboveall 
things, and so will do to the end of his life ; but at 
the same time entreats that you would not make your- 
self Or him unhappy by imaginations. The wisest 
tnen of ail âges have thought it the best course to seize 
the minutes as they fly, and to make every innocent 
action an amusement. If you knew how I struggle 
for - a little health, what uneasiness I am at in riding 
and walking, and refraining from every thing agreeable 
to my taste, you would think it but a small thing to 
take a coach now and then, and to converse with fools 
"or impertinents, to avoid spleen and sickness. With- 
out health you will lose ail désire of drinkioç co&e, 
and be so low as to have no spirits. , Pray write to me 



* Tht Wshop wa$ a Welslunan. D. S» 
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cheerfully, without complainte or expostulations, or 
else Cadenus shall know 4t, and puniah you. What ii 
tbis world without being as easy in it as prudence and 
fortune can make us ? I find it every day more sifly 
and insignificant, and I conform myself to it for my 
own ease. I am heré as deeply employed in other 
folks plantations and ditches, as if they were my own 
concern ; and think of my absent friends with delight, 
and hopes of seeing them happy, and of being happy 
with them. Shall you, who have so much honour and 
good sensé, act otherwise, to make Cad and 
yourself misérable ? Set t le you r affaks, and quit this 
scoundrel island, aud things will be as you désire. I 
can say no more, being called away. Mais soyez, 
assurée que jamais personne au monde n'a été aimée , 
estimée, adorée far votre ami que vous. I have drunk 
no cofFee since I left you, nor intend it till I see you * 
agairi : there is none worth drinking but yours, if 
myself may be the judge. Adieu. 



FROM LORD BOLINGBROKE. 

July 28, 1721. 

I NE VER was so angry in ail my life, as I was with 
you last week, on the receipt of your letter of the l^th 
of June. The extrême pleasure it gave me takes away 
ail the excuses, which I had invented for your long 
neglectt I design to return my humble thanks to 
thosemen of e minent gratitude and integrity, the 
weavers and the judges, and earnestly to entreat them, 
instead of tossîng you in the person of your proxy, 
who had need to have irorx ribs to endure ail the drub- 
bings you will procure him, to toss you in your proper 
person, the next time you offend, by going about to 
talk sensé or to do good to the rabble. Is it possible, 
that one of your âge and profession should be ignorant, 

VOL, XVI» Y 
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that thîs monstrous beast bas passions to be moved, 
bat no reason to* bc appealed to ; and that plain truth 
will influence half a score men at most in a nation, or 
an âge, while mystery will lead millions by the nose ? 
. Beat Jonathan, since you cannot résolve to Write as 
you preach, what publick authority allows, what coun- 
cils and serrâtes have decided to be orthodox, instead 
of what private opinion suggests, leave off instructing 
tjie cltizens of Dublin. Beïieve me, there is more 
pleastfre, and more merit too, in cultivating friend- 
ship, than in taking care of the state. ï*ools and 
knaves are genefaîly best 6tted for the last; and none 
but men ôf sensé and virtue are capable of the other. 
HoW cornes it then to pass, rhat you, who have sensé, 
though you have wit, and virtue, though you have 
kept bad Company in your tîme,.should be so surprised 
that I continue to write to you, and expect to hear frcra 
you* after seven years absence ? 

A nni pr<tdantur Sun tés, say y ou ; and time will lop 
off* my luxuriant branches : perhaps it will be so. But 
I have put the pruninghook inro a hand, which works 
hard to leave the other as little to da of that kind as 
may be. Some superfluous twigs are every day eut ; 
and as they Iessen in number, the bough, which bears ' 
the golden fruit . of frierTdship, shoots, swells, and 
spreads. ! 

Ouf friend totd you what ne heard, and what was 
eôrnmonïy Said, when he told you that I had taken the 
tancy of growing rich. If I couîd have resolved to 
think two minutés a day about stocks, to flatter 
Law * half an* hour a week, or to have any obligation 
tb people ï neitner loved nor valaed, certain it is that 
î might have gamed immensely. But not carîng to 
fottôw the many bright examples ôf thèse kinds, which 

* The projector ôf the Mississippi schfemein France, which 
produced the South Sea schfeme hère ; and of whose very îd- 
ipresring history a fiill. fcccotmi may he sten m the History of i 
Leicestershire, vol.iii. p. ^8*7. N. 
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France furnished, and which England sent us over, I 
turned the little money I had of my own, without 
beîng let into any secret, very negligently : and if I 
haye secured enough to content me, it is because I was 
soon contented. I am sorry to hear y ou confess, that 
the love of money bas got into your head. Take 
care, or it willj ère long, sink into your heart, the 
proper seat of passions, rlato, whom y ou cite, looked 
upon riches, and the other advantages of fortune, to 
be désirable ; but; he declared, as you have read in 
Diogeaes Laerùus ; Fa ets'i non affluerint* n'ibilomtnus 
tamen beatum fore saptentem. You rpay think it, per- 
haps, hard to reconcile his two journjes into Sicily 
with this maxim, especially since he. got fourscore 
talents of the tyrant. Eut I can assure you, that ht 
went to the elder Dionysius only.tobuy books, and 
to the younger only to borrow a pièce of ground, an4 
a number of men, women, and children, to try his 
Utopia. Aristippus was in Sicily at the same time ; 
and there passed some billingsgate between thèse rêve- 
rend persons. This philosopher had a much stronger 
fancy to grow rich tban Plato : he flattered, he cracked 
jests and danced over a stick to get some of the Sicilian 
gold ; but still even he took care, sibi res, non se rébus 
submtttere. And I remember, with great édification, 
how he reproved one of his catechumens, who blushed, 
and shrunk back, when his master showed him the 
way to the bawdyhouse. Non ingredi turpe est 3 sed 
egredi non f osse turpe est» The conclusion of ail this 
is ; un honnête homme ought to have cent mille livres de 
rente, if you please ; but a wise man will be happy 
with the hundredth part. Let us not refuse riches, 
when they ofFer.themselves ; but let us give them no 
joom in our heads or our hearts. Let us enjoy wealth, 
without sufFering it to become necessary to us. And, 
to finish with one of Seneca's quaint sentences ; Let 
u us place it so, that fortune may take it without 
" tearing it from us/' The passage you mention does 
y 2 
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foliow that, which I quoted to y ou, and the ad vice is 
good. Solon thought so ; nay, he went fanher : and 
you remember the reason he gave for sitting in the 
council of Pisistratus, whom he had done his utmost to 
oppose ; and who, by the way, çroved a very good 
prince. But the epistle is not writby Cicero, as you 
seem to think. It is» if I mistake not, an epistle of 
-Dolabella to him. Cato, you say, would not be of the 
saïue mind. Cato is a most vénérable name, and Dola- 
bella was but a scoundrel with wit and valour ; and 
yet there is better sensé, nay, there is more virtuc, in 
what Dolabella advises, than in the conduct of Cato. 
I must own my weakness to you. This Cato, so 
sung by Lucan in every page, and so rnuch better sung 
by Virgil in half a line, strikes me* with no great 
respect* When 1 see him painted in ail the glorious 
colours which éloquence fumishes, I call to mind that 
image of him, which Tully gives in one of his letten 
to Atticus, or to somebody else ; where he says, that 
having à mind to keep a debate trom coming on in the 
senate, they made Cato rise to speak, and that be 
talked till the hour of proposing matters was over. 
Tully insinuâtes, that they often made this use of him; 
Does not the moving pictùre shift ? Do you not be- 
hold Clarke of Taunton Dean, in the gown of a Ro- 
man senator, sending out the, members to piss ? The 
censor used sharp medicines ; but, in his time, the 
patient had strength to bear them. The second Cato 
mherited this receipt without his skill ; and likc a troc 
quack, he gave the remedy, because it was his only 
one, though it was too late. He hastened the pa- 
tient's death: he- not only hastened it, he made it more 
convulsive and painful. 

The condition of your wretched country is worse 
than you represent it to be. The heaUhful.Indian fol- 
low s his master, who died of sickness, to the grave ; 
but I much doubt, whether those charitable legtslators 
exact the «me, when the master is a hnatick, and 
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eues his own throat. I mourn over Ircland with ail 
my heart, but I pity you more. In readîng your let- 
ter, I feel your puise ; and I judge of your distemper as 
surely by the figures into which you cast your ink, as 
the learned doctor at Thé hand and urinai" * couîd 
do, if he pored overyour water. You are really in a very 
bad way. Yott say your memory déclines : I believe 
it does, since you forget your friends, and since rè- 
peated imporrunity can hardly draw a token of re- 
membrance froin you. There are bad airs for the 
mind, as well as thebody: and whatdo you imagine, 
that Plato, since Jrou have set me upon quoting him 
(who'thanked Heaven, that he was not a fiœotian) 
woold have said of the ultima Thuhi Shake ofF 
your lazinéss, ramble over hither, and spend some 
months in a kinder cl i ma te. You will be in danger of 
meeting but one plague here, and you will leave many 
behind you. Here you will come among people, who 
lead a life singular enough to hit your humour ; so near 
the world, as to have ail its conveniencies ; so farfrom . 
the wori4, as to be strangers to ail its inconveniencies ; 
wanting nothing which goes to the ease and happiness 
of life 3 embarrassed by nothing which is ouiubersome. 
I dare almost venture to say, that you will ltke us 
better than the persons you live with, and that we 
shall be able to màke you rétrograde '(that I may use 
a canonical simile) as the sun didon the dial of Heze- 
kiah, and begin anew the twelve years which you 
complain are gone. We will restore to you the ntgros 
pngusio fronte cupillot; and with them, the du/ce loqul f 
the rtdtre décorum^ et înter Dîna fugam Cyûarat 
mœrete froter<v&* Hac est *vtta solutorum misera ambi- 
tione gra<vique 3 and not yours. 

I was going to finish with my sheet of paper ; but 
ha vin g bethought myself, that you deserve some more 
punishmenr, and calling ail my anger against you to 
my aid, I résolve, since I am this morning in the 

* The sign of a noted quack in thosedays. N, 
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humour of scribbling, to roajce ray lctter at least as 
long as one of your sermons ; and, if y ou do not 
mcnâ 9 my ncxt shall be as long as one of Dr. Man- 
tons *, who taught rav youth to yawn, and prepared 
me to be a high churchman, that I might never hear 
him read, nor read him more. 

You must know, that I am as busy a bout m y her- 
mîtage, which is between the Château and the Maison 
Bourgeoise, as if I was to pass my H te in it : and if I 
could see you npw and then, I should be willing 
enough to do so. I haye in my wood the bîggest and 
thecleàrest spring perhaps in Europe, which iorms, be- 
fore it Ieaves the park, a more beautiful river tr^an any 
which flows in Greck or Latin verse. I have a thou- 
sand projects about this spring, and'among others, 
one, whkh will employ some marble. Now marble, 
you know, makes one think of inscriptions : and if 
you will correct this, which I have not yet committed 
to paper, it shall be graved, and help to fill the table- 
books of Spons and Missons f yet to corne. 
u Propter fidem ad versus Reginara, et Partes, 
Intemeratè servatam, 
Propter operam in pace generali conciliandâ 
Strenuè saltem navataœ, 
Impoteritiâ vesanae factionis 
Solum vertere coactus, 
Hîc ad aquae lene caput sacrae 
Injuste exulat, 
Dulce vivit, 
H. De B. An. fcfr." 
Ob were better than j>ro/>ur, but oh operam would 

* Thontas Manton, D. D , who had bcen ejected from the 
rectory of" Codent Gard en, for nonconformity, aiterthe Resto- 
iation. He was a voluminous writer in divinity, and published 
a large folio volume of serions on the i içth psalm. B. 

+ James Spon, M. D., aid Maximilian Mbson, were two 
eminent tra'vellers, who have publishe^ their travels; in which 
are inserted many inscriptions* B. 
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never please the ear. In a proper place, beforc the 
front of the hôuse, which I have, new built, I have a 
mind to inscVibe this pièce of patchwork : 
«' Si resipiscat patria, in patriam rediturus ; 
Si non resipiscat, ubivis melius quam inter 
Taies civis futums, 
Hanc villam instaura et exorno : 
Hinc, velut ex porta, alienos casus 
Et fortunae ludum insolentera 
Cernere suave est. 
Hic, raortem nec appetens nec timens 
Innocuis deliciis, 
Doctâ quiete, 
et 

Felicis animi immotâ tranquiilitàte, 
Fruiscor. 

Hic mihi vivam o^uod superest aut exilii, 
Aut. 2BV1." 

If in a year's time you should find leisure to write 
to me, send me some mottoes for groves, and streams, 
aud fine prospects, > and retreat, and contempt of gran- 
deur, &c. I have one for m y greenhouse, and one 
for an alley, which leads to my apartment, which are 
happy enough. The first is Hic *ver assidutm, et que 

alienis mensibus testas. The other is, fallentis 

if mita *vitœ. 

You see I. amuse myself de l'a bagatelle as much 
as you ; but here lies the différence ; your bagatelle 
leads to^omething bet ter ; as fiddlers flourish carelesly, 
before they play a fine air. But mine begins, proceeds, 
and ends in bagatelle. 

Adieu : it is happy for you that my hand is 
tired. 

I will take care that you shâll have my picture, and 
I am simple enough to be obliged to you for asking 
for it. If you do not write to me soon, I hope it 
will fall down as soon as you have it, and break your 
head» 
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FROM THE DUCHESS OF ORMOND. 

81»^ 1,1721. 

I DO not Jcnow how to accoant for your long silence, 
unless your timc has J>een tak.cn up in making an in. 
terest with those in power hère, for one of the two 
archbishopricks, that we hcard were void, but I am 
rery glad are not so. Set your heart at rcst, for they 
are promiaed ; and therefore y ou may as well.write to 
a sister* when next you honour this kingdom with any 
dispatchts, as to any grever people. It is a shanae to 
think how you have neglected those of your own 
house. I had once determined to wrîte to you ito 
more, since no answer was to :>e expected ; but then 
re venge came into myhead, and I was resolved to 
tease you, till at last, to be quiet, you will send 
me some plausible excuse at least, for never inquiring 
after brotner or sister. I wooder when you will be 
good natured enough to corne and see how we do ; but 
Ireland has such powerful charms, that I question 
whether you would leave it to be one of our archbishops. 
J. was at your brother Arran's* a gocnl while this 
6ummer, and have beeo much upon the ramhle, or else 
you would have sooner had thèse just reproaches frôlai 
me ; whom you have no way of appeasmg, but by a 
letter of at least four sides of paper : though I am so 
good a Christian, upon this occasion, as to be, not- 
withstanding ail this ill treatroent, sir, 

Your most sincère friend, an4 humble servant» • 

M. ORMQND, 

* A member of the club of sixteen. H. 
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TO MR. WORRÀLU 

de a r jack, Gallstonvfty S*pt* 14, 1721. 

I ANSWERED your letter long ago, and have 
lirtle to say at présent. I shall be in town by the be- 
ginning of next month, although a fit of good weather 
would tempt me a week longer; for I neversaw or 
heard of so long a continuance of bad, which has hin- 
dered me from several little rambles I intended y btg 
I row or ride every day, in spitè of the rain, in spitç 
of a broken shin, or falling into the lakes, and severai 
other trifling accidents* Pray what. have you done 
with the Litchfield man ? Has he mended his yoice, 
oris he content to sit down with his Christchurch * pré- 
féraient ? Idoubt Mrs. Brent wîU be atalossabout her 
industry book -f, for want of a new leaf, with a list 
drawn of the debton. I know you are such a-bung- 
ler you cannot do it, and therefore I désire that you 
would, in a loose sheet of paper, make a survey list, 
in your bungling manner, as soon as she wants it/ and 
let that serve till I corne. Présent my service to Mrs, 
Worrail. I wonder how you, and she, and your 
heir I, have spent the summer, and hpw often you have 
bcen at Dunleary ||, and whether you have got her 
another horse, and whether she hâtes dying in the 
coantry as much as ever. Désire Mrs. Brent, if a 
messenger goes from hence, to give him my fustian 
waistcoat, because the momings grow cold. I have- 
now and then some threatnings with my head ; but 
have ne ver been absolu&ely giddy above a minute, and 

è One of ibt catfiedrals in Dublin. F. ' 

"+ The boofc whcrein Mrs. Brent kept the account of th* 
money lent by Dr. Swift to poor industrious tradesmen, ift 
small sunis, without interest. F. 

J Mr. Fairbrother. F. 

jj A' village at the seaside near Dublin. F. 
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cannot complain of my health, I thank God. Pray 
scnd thcm inclosed to the postoffice. I hear you have 
let your house to Mrs. Dopping, who will be a good 
tenant, if she lives. I suppose your new house is 
finished, «and if Mrs. Worral does not air it well, it 
roay get you a new wife,- which I would not have 
you tell her, because it will do the business better thàn 
a boat at Dalky *. I hope you have ordered an account 
©f absent vicars, and that tbeir behaviour has not been 
so bàd as usual during my sickness in town ; if so, I 
have but an ill subdean. 

I ara, sir, your's, &c. 
P. S. Tdl Mrs. Brent, that if Ûpyd agrées, I 
shall be glad one of his hogsbeads was ieft un- 
racked. 



TO ARCHBISHOP KING. 

Gaflsiotwn, near Kinnegai, 
MY LORD, Sept. 28, 

I HAD the honour of your grace's letter of the first 
instant ; and although I thougnt it ray duty to be the 
last writer in corresponding with your grâce, yet I 
know you are so punctual, that if I should write sooner 
it would only be the occasion pf gtving you a new 
trouble, before itought in conscience tobe put upon you, 
Besjdes, I was in some pain that your letter of Sep- 
tember 1, was not the first you had writ> because, 
àbout ten days after, a friend sent me word, that your 
grâce said you had writ to me six weeks before, and had 
no answer ; whereas I can assure your grâce that I re- 
ceived but one from you ; nor had I reason to expect if, 
having not done myself the honour to write to you 

* A most delightful island, within six or seven miles of 
Dublin. F. 
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before. I wîll tell you the secret of daiirig rny kft- 
ter ; I was in fear lest the poét shouîd be gone, afrâ so 
left a blank, and wisely huddled it up without thkrk- 
ing of the date ; but we country gentlemen aite fjre- 
quently guilty of greater bîunders ; and in that article 



I believe you seriously that you will tafee care of 
your health, to prevent a successor : that is to say, I 
believe you tell truth in jest ; - for I know it is not the 
value of ljfe that makes you désire to live, and am 
afraid the world is rnuch of your mind ; for it is out 
of regard to the publick, or some of themselves, rnore 
than upon your own account, that they wish your con- 
tinuance among us. 

It seems you are a greater favourite of the lieir- 
tenant's* than you- care to own; for we hear that 
he killed but two bucks, and sent you a présent of 
one. 

I hear you are ttkely to be the sole opposer of the 
bankf: and you will certainly miscafry, because it 
would prove a most peffidious thirrg. Bànkrupfs 
are always for set'ting up banks : how then can yoûr 
think a bank will fail of a majority in both houses ? 

You are very perverse, mylonf, in misinterpreting the 
lâdies favour, as if you mus-t die to obtain it ; I assure 
you it is directly contrary ; and if you die, you will 
lose their favour for ever : I am commanded to tell you 
so ; and thcrefore at the péril of your life, and of their 
good grâces, look to your health. 

I hear the bishop of Bangôr despairing of doing 
any good wirh you, has tàken up with Hereford. I 
am a plaîn man, and would bé glad at any time to see 
fifty such bishops hanged, if I could thereby have 
saved the life of his predecessor, for whom I hàd a 

* Charles duke of Grafton. F. 

t At this time there was a proposai for a national banlc In 
lreland ; which was rejected by parliamenf . F. 
^ Dr. Benjamin Hoadly. F. 




Digitized by 




£52 LETTiRS TO AND FROM DR. SWIFT. 

grcat esteenl and friendship. I do not much approve 
the compliments madc you by comparisons drawn frora 
good and bad eraperors, because the inference falls 
short on both sides. If Julian had immediately 
succceded Constantine, it would have been more to the 
purpose. Sir James of the Peak f said to Bouchier the 
gamcster, « Sirrah, I shall look better than you, when 
« I have been a month in my grave." A great man 
in England was blaming me for despising somebody or 
other ; I assured him I did not at ail despisë the man 
he mentioned; that I was not so libéral of my con- 
tempt ; nor would bestow it where there was not some 
degree of merit. Upon this principle, I can see no 
proper ground of opposition between your grâce, and 
that wretch of Bangor. I have read indeed, that a 
dog was once made king of Norway, but I forget who 
was his predecessor ; and therefore am at a loss for the 
other part of the comparison. 

I am afraid the clatter of ladies tongues is no very 
good cure for a giddiness in the head. When your 
grâce, (as you say) was young, aslamnot, thelâdies 
were better company, or you more easily pleased. I 
am perpetuaJly reproaching them for their ignorance, 
affectation,, impertinence^ (but my paper will not 
hold ail) except lady Betty Rochfort, your old ac- 
quaintance. 

I own, my head, and your grace's feét, would be ill 
joined ; but give me your head and take my feet, and 
match us in the kingdom if you can. 

My lord, I row after health like a waterman, and 
ride after it like a postboy, and find some little suc- 
Cess ; but subeunt morbi tristisque senectza. I have a 

» Sir James of the Pcak is described by Mrs. Manley in the 
•« New Àtalantis,' ' as a uotorious gamester ; he bears the same 
character in Dr. King's waijis, vol. II, p. 245 ^ an d his 
gaming on Sundays is censured by the Examiner, see No. 46. 
IFrom his sjk ll in play, he was called " rrionsieur'lechcyaher,** 
*y the foiU he had cheated of their estâtes. "N. 



Digitized by 



3LETÎER9 TO AND FIIOM DR. SWÏF.T. 253 

receipt to which you arc a stranger ; my lord Oxford 
and Mr. Prîor used to join with me in taking it ; to 
whom I often said, when we were two hours diverting 
ourselves with triflés, vive la bagatelle. I am so deep 
àmong the workmen at Rochforc's canals and lakes, 
so dextrous at the car* such an alderman after the 
hare— 

I am just now told from some newspapers, that onc 
of the king's enemies, and my excellent friend, Mr. 
Prior*, is dead ; I pray God deliver me from many 
such trials. I am neither old nor philosopher enoagh 
to be indiffèrent at so great a Ioss ; and therefore I 
âbruptly conclude, but with the greatest respect, mjr 
lord, * 

Your grace's mOst dqtiful, 

and obedient servant, 

J. SWIFT. 



TO THE REV. MR. JACKSON, AT GALLS- 
TOWN+. 

Dublin, Oct.f, 1721. 

I H AD no mind to load you with the secret of my 

Îoing, because you should bear none of the . blâme, 
fèll UDon a supposition that Mr. Rochfort had a 
mind to keep me longer, which I will allow in him 
and you, but not one of the family besides, who I 
eonfess had reason enotigh to be weary of a man, who 
entered into none of their tastes, nor pleasures, nor fans, 
ciet, nor opinions, nor talk. I baited at Clencurry, 
and got to Leslip between three aod four, saw the eu. 
jiosities there, and the next morning came to Dublin 

* Hedied Sept. 18, 1721. N, 

t Copied tïQtïi the ordinal in the possenon of tWo IrUh 
ladies, gf the nameoi Shemo*/ (t* £htéx» oï a lue preweu- 
tor *>t* Christ-chuxch, Dublin;. N« 
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by cight o'clock, and was at prayers in my cathedrah 
Therç/s a traveller. I fofgôt a long treatise côpîed by 
my Irish secretary, which I lent Clein. Bafry — Pray 
get it from him, and seal it up, and keep ir, till 
yoo get a convcrtience of sending it. Désire lady 
Betty to givè you the old sllver box that I carried the 
comfits in; it belongs. to noor Mrs. Brent, and s hé 
asked me for it witna sigh. You niay trust it with 
ArtKur. Ydii are now hâppy, and liave nobody to 
tease you to the oar or the saddie. You can sit in yôùr 
riighr-gown till noon withôut âny reproacrhes, 

I lelt a note for you with James Doyl, with com- 
missions which I hope yoû tyill fulfil, tnôugh /ou bor- 
row the money; I wfll cerrainly be out of your âebt 
in ail articles between us When you come to town, or 
befbre, if you draw a bill upon me, for now I have 
money,, and value no man. I am told your tribe here 
is ail well, though I have seen uone but Jack Jack, 
son. 

Farewell, go to cards, and lose your money witb 
great gravity. 

My service to ail your girls. 

I gave Jaifles D&yl two crowns, and a strict order to 
take care of [Jjj] gr*y-colt, which I désire you wilî 
second. 

I had a perfect summer journey, and if ï harf staûi 
much longer I should have certainly had a wiriter one, 
which, with weak horses and bad roads, wouid have 
been a very unpleâsant thing. 



TO TlHE REV. MR. WALOS. 
sir, 5 . Dublîri, Nô<v. 3, 1721. 

^ OU. stole în and out of town without seeing either 
the ladies 01 me ; which was veryungrateiiîly donê, 
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considering the obligations you have to us, for lodging 
and dieting with you so long. Why did you not eau 
In the moroing at the deanery ? Bcsides, we reckoned 
for certain that you came to stay a raonth or two, as 
you told us you intended* I hear you were so kind 
as to te at taracor, where I hope you planted some- 
thinç ; and I intend^to be down after Cbristmas, when 
you must continue a week. As for y pur plan» û is, 
very pretty, too pretty Fpr the use I intena to make 
ôf Laracor. J .wouid désire is; what 1 mention in 
the paper I Jeft you, except a walk down to the canal, 
I suppose your project would cost me ten pounds and a 
constant gardener. Pray corne to town, and stay some 
time, and repay yoursçlf some of your dinners. I won* 
4er bow a mischief you came to miss us. Why did, 
you npt set out à Monday, like a true country parson ? 
Besides, you lay a load on us, in saying one chief end 
of yoûr journey was to see us: but ï suppose there 
fnight be another motive, and you are like the màn 
that ((lied of love and the colick. Let us know whe- 
ther you are more or less monkish, how long you found 
yoùrself better by our çompany, and how long beforç 
you recovered the charges we put you to ? The ladies 
assure you of their hearty services ; and I am, with 
great truth and sincerity, 
* Your m^ost faithful humble servant. 

JONATH. SWIFT* 



FROM LORD B0LINGBROKE. 

Jan. 1, 1721-2. 

I RECEIVED your letter of the twenty-ninth of 
September, above a fortnight ago ; and should havç 
set you an example, by answering itr imraediatcly, 
(whicb l do oot remember you eva set me} if 1 had 
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not been obliged to abandon the silence and quiet of 
this beloved retreat, and to thrust myself into thé 
hurry and babble of an impertinent town. In less than\ 
ten days which I spent at Paris, I was more than ten 
times on the point of leaving my business there un- 
done ; and yet this business was to save four-fifths of 
four handred thousand livres, which I have on thé 
townhouse ; restes misérables du naufrage de ma for- 
tune. Luckily I had the fear of you before my eyes ; 
and though I cannot hope to deserve your esteem by 
growing rich, I have endeavoured to avoid your con- 
tempt by growing poor. The expression is equivocal; 
a fault, which our language often betrays those, who 
scribble hastily, into; but your own conscience will 
serve for a comment, and fix the sensé. Let me thank 
you for remembering me in your prayers, and for using 
your crédit above, so generously in my behalf. To 
despise riches with Seneca's purse, is to have at once 
ail the âdvantages of fortune and philosophy. 

Ouid voveat dulci nutricula majus alumno? 



cellent pièces of ad vice gave me this, when I first came 
to court ; to be very moderate and modest in my appli- 
cations for my friends, and very greedy and importu- 
nate when I asked for myself. "You call Tully'nàmes, 
to re venge Cato's quarrel; and torevehge Tully's, I 
a m ready to fall foui of Seneca. You churchmen have 
cried him up for a great saint ; and as if you imagined, 
that to have it believed that he had a month's mind 
to be a Christian, would reflect some honour on chris- 
tianity, you employed one of those ptous frauds, so 
frequently practised in the days of primitive sknpli- 

* Henry Gur, who had been secretary to the treasury dur- 
ing three suceessive reigns, died February 23, 17 10, and left to 
"William Pohcney, esq. Iateearl ot* Bath, ncarforty thousand 
pounds, with an estate of aboùt n've hundred pounds a-year ; 
a» the lutter owns, in his answer to one partof a Ut« infamous 
libel, Sec. published in I73i> p^39. B. 



You are not like H. Guy *, who 3 




other ex- 
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cîty, to impose on the wotW, a prétended correspond- 
ence between him and the grcat apostle of the ger-' 
tiles*. Your partiality in his fa vour, shall bias me no 
more, than the pique which Dion Cassius and others 
show against him. Like an équitable judge, I shaH 

* only tax him with avarice in his prosperity, 'adulation 
in his adversity, apd affectation in every state of life. 
Were I considérable enough to be banished from jny 
country, methinks I would not purchase my restoraticn 
ât the expense of writing such a letter to the prince * 
himself, as your Christian stoick wrote to the emperor's 
slave, Polybiusf. Thus I think of the man, and y et 
I read theauthor with pleasure ; though I join in con- 
demning those points» which he introduced into the 
Latin style 5 those eternal witticisms, skrung like beadi 
together, and that impudent manner of talking to the 
passions, befbre he has gone about to convince the 
judgment ; which Erasmus, if I remember right, ob- 
jects to him. He is seldom instructive, but he is per- 
petually entertaining ; and when he gives you no new 
• idea, he reflects" your own back upon you with new 
lustre. I have lately writ an excellent treatise in 
praise of exile {. Many of the hints are taken from 
Comolaùo ad Helviam, and other parts of his works. 
The whole is turned in his style and manner; and there 
is as much of the spirit of the portique, as I could in- 

, fuse without running too far into the mirabilta, inopfc 
fiata y et pàradoxa; which Tully, and I think Seneca 
himself, ridicules the school of Zeno for. That you 

* It consista of thirteen letters, which seemed to St. Jcrom 
and St. Augustin to have been genuine. But du Pin (Nouvelle 
Bibliothèque des Auteurs Ecclésiastiques, tom. i, p. 24^ edit. 
1690, 4to ) aeknowledges, that they contain nothing worthy of 
tbe apostle or philosopher, and have not the least resemblance 
to the style ot either. This is likewise the judgment of the 
most learned among the modem criticks B. 

+ Seneca de Cons'olatione ad Polybium. B. 

X It is printed in his .Works, unûer the title of " Reflections 
upon Exile," B. 

z3 
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may laughat me in your turn, î own ingenuously, that 
1 hegan in jest, grew serious at the third or fourik 
page, andconvinced myself, before I had done, of what 
perhaps I shall ne ver convînce any other, that a roan of 
tense and virtue may be unfortunate, but can never be 
unhappy. Do not imagine» however, that I have ? 
mind to quarrel with Aristippus : he is still my fa- 
vourite among the philosophers ; and if I &nd some 
fruits in him» tfrey are ièw and veoial. 

Y ou do the tnuch honour, in saying, that'I put you 
în mind of lord Digby * ; but say it to no one else, 
for fear of passing for partial in your parallels, which 
has done Plutarch more hurt than%it has done good tp 
his Grecian heroes* I had forgot, or 1 never knew, 
the remarkable passage which you mention. Great 
virtue, unjustly persecuted, may hold suCh ianguage* 
and will be heard with applause ; with gênerai ap* 
plause I mean, not uni versai. There was at Atbens a 
wretch, who spit in the face of Aristide?* as he rnarched 
fîrra, caLm, and almost gay» to exécution» Perhapt 
there was not another man a.mqng the Athenians, ca- 
pable of the same vile action» And for the honour of 
my country, I will believe, that there are few men in 
Ëngland, beside lprd Oxford, capable of hearing that 
strain of éloquence, wîthout admiration» There is a 
sort of kindred in soûls, and they are divided into 
more f^milies than we are apt to imagine. Digby 'a 
&nd Harley's are absolute strangers to one another, 
Touch a unison, and ail the unisons wi]l give the sa (ne 
souhd ; but you may thrum a lute till your fingers are 
sore, and vou will draw no souod out of a jew's harp. 

I thank you for correcting my inscriptions, and I 
thank you still more for promising to gather up mot- 
toes for me, and to Write often to me» I ara as little 

* George, lord Di*by, afterward ear! of Bristol. Dr. 
Swift, in a lctrer to lord Bolingbroke, April 5, 1719, styie* 
lord Dighy the prototype of lord Bolingbroke. B. 
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given to heg corr©rçx>n3ents, as you are tobeg pic. 
turçs ; but sjnce I cannot live with you, I would fain 
feear from yQU. Ta grow old with good sensé, and a 
«pod friend, was the wish of Thaïes; I add, with good 
Feahh : to enjoy but one and a balf of thèse three, is 
fcard. I have heard of Prior's death*, and of his epU 
faphf ; and have seen a strange book, writ by a grave 
and éloquent doctor J, about the duke of puckingham, 
shirc Pepple, who talk muçh in that moment, can 
have, as I believe, but one of thèse two prinçiples» 
fear, or vanity. It is therefore n&uch better to hold 
ope's tongue» I am sorry, that the first of thèse per- 
ions, our old acquaintance Ma.tt. Hyed so poor as you 
tepresent him» I thought that a certain lord§, whose 
njarriage with a certain heiress was ^he ultimate end 
of a certain administration, had put him abpve waov 

* See p. 453. N. 

+ ïn the following tripler, written by hîmself. 

" To me 'tisgiven to die* to you *tis given 1 
To live. A tas ! one moment sets us even; > 
" Mark how impartial is the will of Heaven ! ' ' J 
. fip. Aîtérbury, in a letterto Mr. Pope, dafed Sept. 27, 1721, 
says, '* I had not strength enough to attend Mr. Prior to his 
grave ; elsè I would have done it, to have showed his friends» 
that I had torgot and forgiven what he wrote on me. He was* 
buriedas he desired, at the feet of Spenser. I will take care 
vto make good, in ever,y respect, what I said to him when liv- 
fng, particularly as tothe trtplet he wrote for hisown epitaph; 
Wnicri, while we were on good terms, I promised him should 
ftever appear on his tomb while I was dean of Westminster. " 
Atterbury's Epistolary Correspondance, 1799, yoi. II. p. 
JI7* N. 

X iRichard Fjddes, D. D. published in I7*ït in bctavo, " A 
Lefter in Ançwer to one from a Fréethinker $ occasioned by 
the late Duke of Buckinghamshire's Epitaph ; wkeretn cer- 
tain Passage* in it, that have been thought exceptionable, are 
vindicated; and the Doctrine of the Soul-s Immortality as- 
serted, &c." This was follovved by a Second Letter, .publishe4 
the same year. B. 

* $ Edward, lord Harley, who married in October. 17 13, the 
lady Henrietta Cavendish Holles, only èaughter and heir of 
John, duke.of Nerçcastle. B. 
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Prier might justly enough have addressed himself to hïs 
young patron, as our friend Aristippus did to Diony- 
$ius ; " you have money, which I want ; I have wit 
and knowledge, which you want." I long to see youi 
*' Travels* for, take it as you will, I do not retract 
what I said. I will undertake to find, in two pages 
of your bagatelles^ more good sensé, useful knowledge, 
and true religion, tharv you can show me in the works 
of nineteen in twenty of the profound divines and phi- 
losopher* of the âge. 

I am obliged to return to Paris in a month or six 
' weeks time, and from thence will send you my picture. 
Would to Heaven I could send you as like a picture 
of my mind : you would find yourself, in that draught, 
the object of the truest esteem, and the sincerest 
friendship. » 



FROM DR. SNAPE. 

révérend sir, Windsor, April 23, 1722. 

I TAKR the opportun ity of two of our choir going. 
over to try their fortune in your country, at once to 
return my thanks for a very obliging letter you fa- 
voured me with some years agoi and your kind inter- 
prétation of my endeavours at that time to assert the 
cause of our establi hment against a prelatet whç wasi 
undermining it : and alsô to recommend to your favour 
the bearer, Mr. Elford; who uppn the encouragement 
of your worthy primate, is going to fettle at Armagh* 
I cannot prétend to say, he bas the same compass of 
voice.with his late hrother, whom the good queen sa 
much admired ; but I will venture to say, he has a 
greater compass of understanding ; and upon the whole, 
that he is a good choirman. The other, that bears 

* Guiliver's. N. . + Bishop Hoadly. B. 
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him company, was a very useful chorister to os. His 
voicc, since its breaking, is somewhat harsh, but I be- 
Iieve will grow mellower. If you find either of them 
for your purpose, espeçially the bearcr, whertyou have 
a vacancy in your church, I shall be much obliged to 
you for any favour you are pleascd to show ; and be 
ready to approvc m y self, on any occasion, révérend sir, 
Your naost obliged and afFectionate servant, 

A. SNAPE* 



TO VANESSA. 

Clogber, Junt 1, 1722. 

The weather has been so constantly bad that I have 
wanted ail the healthy advantages of the country, and 
it seems likely to continue so. It would have been m- 
finitely better once a week to have met at Kendal, and 
so forth, where one might pass three or four hours in 
drinking cofFee in the morning, or dining tête-à-tête) 
drinking cofFee again till seven. God aend you 
through your law-suit, and your référence. And re* 
member that riches are nine parts in ten of ail that is 
good in life, and health is the tenth ; drinking cofFee 
cornes long after, and yet it is the eleventh ; but with- 
out the two former you cannot drink it right : andre- 
member the china in the old house, and Rider streer, 
and the colonel* s journey to France, and the London 
wedding, and the sick lady at Kensington, and the 
indisposition at Windsor, and the s train by the box of ' 
books at London. Last year I writ you civilities, and 
you werè angry. This year I wiÛ write you nonc, 
and you will be angry ; yet my thoughts werc still the 
same-~ Croyez que je serai toujours tout ce que vous 
désirez» Adieu. 
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TO THE S AME. 

Lwghgall) Comty of Armagh, Jtffy 13, 1722., 
I AM weil pleased with the account of your visit, 
and the behaviour of the ladits. I sec eveiy day a» 
silly things araong both sexes, yet endure thcxo for the 
sake of amusement. The worst thing in you and me 
is, that we are too hard to please ; and whether we 
have made ourselves*»o, is the question ; at least I be- 
lieve we have the sa me reason. One thing that I dif. 
fer from you in is, that I do not quarrel with my, best 
fjiends. I believe you have ten angry passages in your 
letter, and every one of them enougn to spoil two day$ 
apiecé of riding and walking. We dfflèr prodigiously 
in ooe point : ï Ûy from the spleen tothe world's end ; 
-you run out of your way to meet it. I doubt the bad 
rweather has hindcred youmuch from the diversions of 
your oountry houae, and put you upon thinjcing in yoor 
cnamber. The use I ,have made of it, was to read, I 
know not how many, diverting books of history and 
<ravels . I wi&h you wouid get jourself a horse, and 
iiave ahrays two servants to attend you, and visit your 
Tieighbours ; the worse the betier : tbere is a pleasure 
in Seing reverenced ; and that is afcvay s in your power, 
by your superiority of sensé, and an easy fortune. Thé 
test maxim I know in this life is, to drink your cofiee 
when you can ; and when you cannot, tobeeasy wittw 
out it : while you continue to be splenetick, count upon 
it, I will always preach. Thus xnuch I sympathise 
with you, that I a m not cheerful enough to write ; for 
I believe coffee, once a week, is necessary to that. I 
can sincerely answer ail your questions as I used to do; 
but then I give ail possible way to amusements, be. 
cause they préserve my temper, as exercise dœs my 
health ; and without health and good humour I would 
rather be a dog. I have shifted scènes oftener than 
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Wtt 1 dîd in my lrfe, and I believe hsve lain in thirty 
beds since I left tbwn, arid always drew up the clothes 
wM rny left liand; whkh is a superstition I have 
l«arned thèse ten yeaf9. I long to see you in figiirè and 
équipage, Pray dotot lôse thât raste. FareiVell. 



TO THE SAMÈ, 

I AM this hour leaving my présent résidence; and if 
I fix any where shall let you know it. 

A long vacation. — Law lies asleep, and bad weather. 
How do you wear away the time ? , Is it among the 
groves and nelda of your coruntry seat, or amohg your 
cousins in town ; or thinking in a train that will be 
sure to vex you j and then reaping, and formîng teas- 
ipg conclusions frora mistakèn thoughts? The best 
cpmpanion for you is a philosopher ; whom yoto wotild 
regard as much as a sermon. I have read more trash 
since I left you', than would fill ail your sheives, and 
am abundantly the better for it> though I scarce re- 
member a sylîable. What a foolish thing is time \, 
and how foolish is man, who would be as angry if 
time stopped, as if it passed. But I will ftot procecd 
at this rate ; for I am writing, and thinking mjrself 
fast into the spleen, which is the odly thing I woold 
not compliment you by tmitating. So adieu till the 
riext place 1 fix in. 



TO ROBERT CÔPE, ESQ. 

Dubti* r Oçt. 9, 1?22, 

I AM but just corne to town, and therefprc look upon 
4, 
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myself to have just left Loughgall, and that this is thc 
first opportunity I have of writing to you. 
- Strange révolutions since I left you : a bishop* of 
my old acquaintance in the Tower for treason, and a 
doctqr of my new acquaintance made a bishop +• I. 
hope you are returned with success from your Con- 
naught journey, and that you tired yourself more than 
you expected m taking the compass of yôur new land ; 
the conséquence ofwhich must be, that you will con- 
tinue needy some years longer than you intended.— 
Your new bishop Bolton was born to be my tormentor ; 
he ever ooposed me as my subject I, anld now has left 
me embroiled for want of him. The govcrnment, in 
considération of the many favours they have shown 
me, would fain have me give St. Bride's to some one 
of their hangdogs, that Dr. Howard may corne in to 
St. Werburgh's. So that I must either disoblige whig 
and tory in my chapter, or be ungrateful to my pa- 
trons in power. — When you come to town, you moat 
be ready, at what time you hear the sound of tabrer, 
harp, &c. to worship the brazen image set up, or else 
be cast into a cold watery furnace ; I have not yet seen 
it, for it does not lie in my walks, and I want curio- 
sîty. — The wicked tories themselves begin now to be- 
lle vethere was some thing of a plot ; and everyplotcost» 
Ireland more than any plot can by worth. The court 
haï sent a demandhere for more money by three times 
than is now in the hands of the treasury, and ail the 
collectors of this kingdom put together. I escaped 
hanging very narrowly a month ago ; for a letter 
from Preston, directed to me, was opened in the post- 
office, and sealed again în a very slovenly manner, 
when Manley found it only contained a request from a 
poor curate. This hath determihed me against writ- 

• pr. Atterbury, bishop of Rochester. N. 

+ Dr. Theophilus Bolton, bishop of Clonfert, Sept, ia, 
1722 ; and in 17 19 archbishop of Cashell. N. 
' X Dr. Bolton had been chancelior of St. Patricks K. 
3 
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àig treason : hôwevrr, I am not certain that this letter 
may not be interpreted as comfbrting his most excel- 
lent majesty's enemies, since you have been a s ta te 
prisoner. Pray God keep ail honest men out of the > 
hanids of lions and bears, and uncircumciscd Philis- 
fine»! — I hoped my brother Orrery* had loved hi» 
land too much to hazard it .on révolution prin- 
ciples, I am told that a lady of my acqoaintance was 
the diacovcrer of this plot» having a lover among the 
tjrtie w)itgi 9 whom she preferred before an old battered 
husband. 

You never law any thing so fine as my new Dublin 
plantations of elms ; I wish you would corne and visit 
them ; and I am rery strong in winc, thoagh not so 

• Charles Boyle, born in August 1676, was cntered, when 
•nly fifteen, of Christ' s C hure h, Oxford; and early distin- 
guished himself by publishing the lite of Lysander, from the 
Greek of Plutarch ; and still more, by his édition of Phalaris 
în 1695, and the conséquent controversy with Dr. Bentley. 
He succeeded to the title of earl of Orrery, Aug. 23, 1703, on 
the death of his elder brother Lionel, and had a régiment 
given himî was elected a knight of the Thistle, Oct. 13, 
1705 ; raised to the rank of major gênerai in 1709, and sworn 
of the privy council. At the time the peace of Utrecht was 
settling he was appointed envoy extraordinary to'the states of 
Flanders and Brabant, Jan. xi, 171O-11 ; and, for hisser, 
vices, was created baron Boyle, of Marston, in S orner sets hire, 
Sept. 10, 171 1. He resided at Brussels, as envoy, till ] une 
17 13 ; and, on the accession of king George I, was continued 
i» his command in the army» made a lord of the bedehamber ; 
and lord lieutenant of the county of Somerset, Dec. 3, 1714. 
He resigned his post in the bedehamber in 17 16, his régiment 
having before been taken from him ; was çommitted to the 
Tower, Sept. 28, 1722, on supicion of being conççrned in 
Laver'* plot ; whençehe was at last discharged, after suffering 
severely in his hcalth ; and died Aug. 28, 173 1, aged 57. His 
lordship's taste as a fine writer is well established; and the 
noble instrument in vent ed by him» which bears his name, is a 
proof of his mechanical genius , he had also a peculiar turn 
to medicine; and bought and read whatever was published 90 
that subject. N. 
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libéral of ic as you.— It b said that KcUf the ptnftn * 
is admitred to Kelly the squiref, and that tney: aro 
cooking up a drscoveiy between tbcm, for the ifnprore- 
- ment of the hempen manufacture. It is reekoned 
that the best trade in London this winter will be that 
of an évidence» As much as I hate the tories, I cârroot 
but pity therh as foois. Some think likèwise, that the 
pretender ought to have his choice of twa caps, a red 
cap or a fooi's cap. It a wonderfui thtng to sec the 
tories provoking his présent inajesty, wHose elemmcy* 
mercy, and forgiving temper, nave been so signal» sa 
extraordinary, so more thah humane> doring the wfiolç 
course of his reign ; which plainly appears* not onlj 
from his own speeches and déclarations, but also front 
a most ingenious pamphlet just corne over, relating to 
the wicked bishop of Rochester. — But enough of jxk 
litick». I have no town news : I have seen nobody > 
I have heard nothing. Old Rochfortî has got a dead 
palsy. Lady .Betty § has been long ill, Dean Per- 
civale || has answered the other dean's journal % in 

* George Kelly, taken up on suspicion of treasonable cor- 
respondence, was tried by the house of lords, found guilty, 
and sentenced to be confined in the Tower for lifej but madç 
jiis escape in 1736. N. 

+ £aptain Dennis Kelly, who hatf a tery goodestatein Ire- 
land, was committed to the Tower in 171a, on suspicion of 
correspondais with the pretender. Mr. Kelly's daughter was 
honoured with the friendship of Dr. Swift} and àeverat of he» 
Jetters are in this collection of his Works. M. 

$ Robert Roehfort, esq.. He was made attorney gênerai te* 
king William, June 6, 1695 ; chosen speaker of the hou se 
, of commoBs the same year ; and appointed chief baron of the 
exchequer in 1707, in which post he cwwimied tiU the death 
pf the queen. N. 

Wife to Mr. George Roehfort (the chief baron's son) 5 and 
daughter to the earl of Drogheda. N. 

|j Or. William PeTcivale, archdeacon of Gashell in 1713* 
appears, by Boulter's Letters, to have been promoted in the 
year 1725 to the rectory pf iSt. Michan's in Dublin. He wa« 
tben a dean, and eviàently the person here meant. Dr. Perci- 
vale died suddenly at Gaulstown, Oct. jo, 1727. N. 
î See The Country Lite, by Dean Swift, in the PeeticaJ 
irt of ttûs collection. N. * . 
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~{5rub street, justly taxing him for avarice arçl want of 
hospitality. Madam - Percivale absolutely dénies ail 
% he facts : insista that sbe never made candies of drip- 
ping ; tjiat Charly never had the chin cough, ÉjTr. 

My qiost humble service to Mrs. Cope, who enter, 
taaned that covetouslampooningdean mjuch better than 
he deserved. Reraeînbçr me to honest Nanty, and 
>oy Barclay, 

Evtr yours, &c. 



TO THE EARL OF OXFORD* 

MY LORD; Oct. llj l72?ê 

,1 OFTENreceive lettera franked Oxford* but always 
find them wjritten and subscribed by your lordship's 
servant Mynett. His meaning is some business of bis 
' own, wherein I am his solicitor ; but he makes his court 
by giving me an account of the statc of your fàmily ; 
#nd perpetually adda a clause, " That your lordship 
" soon intends to write to me." I knew you indecd 
w^en you were not so great a roan as you are now, I 
mean when you were treasurer ; but you are grown so 
proud since your retirement, that there is no enduring 
you : a,nd you have reason, for you never acted so dif- 
gcuit a part of life before. In the two grrat scènes of 
power and persécution you have excelled mankind ; and 
in this of retirement, you have most injuriously for- 
gotten your friends. Poor Prior often sent me his 
çomplaints on this occasion ; and I have returned him 
mine. I never courted your acquain tance when you 
govexoed Europe, but you courted mine; and now 
you neglect me,, when I use ail my insinuations to 
keep myself in y^our memory. I am very sensible» 
that next to receiving thanks and compliments, there 
is nQthing you more haie than writing letters : but, 
since I never gave you thanks, nor made you corn* 
2 A 2 
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ptiments, I have so much more merit than any df 
those thousands whom you have l«s obliged, by 
only making their fortunes, without taking them into 
your friendship, as you did me; whom you alway* 
countenancej m too publick and particular a manner 
to be forgotten, either by the world or myself ; for 
which, never man was more proud, or less vain, 

I have now been ten years soliciting for your pic- 
turc ; and if I had solicited you for a thousand 

runds (I mean of your own money, not the publick) 
could have prevailed in ten days. You have given 
me many hundred hours ; can you not now give me a 
couple ? Kave my mortifications been so few, or are 
you so malicipus to add a greater than I ever yet suf- 
ïered r* did you ever refuse me any thing I asked youi 
and will you now begin ? In my conscience, I believe, 
and by the whole conduct of your life I have reason to 
believe, that you, are too poor to bear the expense. I 
ever told you, I was the ncher man of the two ; and I 
am now richer by five hundred pounds, than 1 was at 
the time when I was boasting at your table of my 
wealth, before Diamond Pitt*. 

I have hitherto takerr up with a scurvy print of you, 
itnder which I have placed this lemma : 
—Veteret actus primamqut jugent am 
Prosequaf ? ad sese mentent présent ta ducunt. 
And this I will place under your picture, whenever 

* Thomas* Pitt, esq. governor of Fort St. George, Ui the 
East Indies, whtr# he resided many years, and gained an im- 
mense fortune In 17 1 6, he was made governor of Jamaica, 
b it resigned that post in 1717. He died April 28, 1726. It 
having been reported, that hcgainerl his fa m ou s diamond bya 
stretch of povver, hedeclared in a very solemn manner, thatrhe 
purcha&ed it fairiy of an enainent diamond-merchant, for 
48,000 pugodas, or 20,4001. 1 1 was reckoned the largest jewel 
in Eurppe, and weighed 127 carats. When polished, it was 
as bis as a pullct's egg. The cuttings aniounted to eight or 
ten thousand poundi. He solct it to the king of France 
for 135,000!. N. - 
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you arc rich enough to send it me. I will only pro- 
mise, in return, that it shall never lose you the ré- 
putation ©f poverty j whkh, to one of your birth, 
patrimony, and employments, is one of the greatest 
giories of your iife> and so shall be célébra led by 
me. 

, I entreat your lordship, îf your leisure and your 
Irtakh will permit, to let me know when I can be a 
momh with you at Brampton castle ; because I have 
a great deal of business with you that relates to pos. 
terity. Mr. Mynett has, for some time, led me an 
nocomfortable life,, with his ill accounts bf your 
liealtb ; but, God be thanked, bis style of late u 
inuch^ltered for the better. 

My hearty and constant prayers are perpetoaîly 
offered up for the préservation - of you and your ex- 
cellent family. Pray, my lord, write to me : or you 
never loved me, or I have done somethingpto déserte 
your displeasure. My lord and lady Harriot, my 
Drother and sister *, prétend to atone by making me 
line présents; but I would have his lordship know, that 
1 would value two of his lines, more than two of hi$ 
«anors, 



FROM MR. GAY. 

diar sir, London, Dec. 22, 172?./ 

After every postday, for thèse eight or rrïne yeari, 
1 have- been trou bled with an uneasiness of spirit, and 
at last, I have resolved to get rid of it, and write to 
you. I do not deserve you should think so well 
of me as I really deserve - 9 for I have not professed 

• The members of the clubof rixteen ail cal led one another ' 
brotliers, and consequently their wives were sister* to ihe 
§c.cr«il members. D. $. 

2a3 
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to you* that I love you as much as ever I did : bot 
. you are the only person of my acquaintance almost 
, that docs not know ir. Whomevér I sec that cornes 
.from Ireland, the first question I ask is after your 
health ; of which I had the pleaaure to hear very lately 
from Mr. Berkeley, I think of you very often i no* 

• body wishes you better, or longs more to see you. 

. Duke Disney , who knows more news than any man 
alive, told me I should certainly rocet youat the Bath 
this seasons but I had one comfort in being disap- 
pointed, that you did not want it for your health* I 
Was there for near eleven weeks for a colick, that I have 
been often troubled ^ith of ' late ; but bave^not found 
ail the benefit 1 expected» 

I lodge, at présent, in Burlington hoose, and have 
. receivcd many civilities from «any great men, but 
> very few real benefits. They wonder at each other 

for not providing for me ; and I wonder at them ail. 

Expérience has given nie some knowiedge of them ; 

• so that l can say* that it is not in tbeir power to dis- 
appoint me. You End I talk to you of myself ; \ wish 
you would reply in the same raannex. I hope, though 
you have not heard of me so long, I have not lost my 
crédit with you ; but thafyou will think of me in the 
same manner, as when you éspoused m'y cause so 
warmly, which my gratitude ne ver can forgçt* 

I am, clear sir, 
Your most obliged, and sincère humble servant, 

J. GAY. 

, P. S. Mr. Pope, upon reading over this letter, de* 
sired me to tell you, that he has been just in the 
lame sentiments with me, in regard to youj and 
shall never forget? his obligation» to you. 
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TO DR. SHERIDAN. 

Dublin, Dec. 2?, 1723* 

What carc we, whetber y ou swim pr sink ? Is 
this a tirae to talk of boats, or a timc to sail in them* 
when I am shuddering ? or a time to build boat 
houses, or pay for carriage ? No ; but toward summer, 
I promise hereby uuder my hand to subscribe a (gui- 
nea*) shilling for one ; or, if you please me, what is 
blotted out, or something thereabouts, and the ladiei 
shall subscribe three thirteens between them, and Mrs* 
Brent a penny, and Robert and Archv halfpence a 
pièce, and the old man and woman a fartning each ; in 
short I wifl be your collectqr, and we will send it 
down full of wine, 3 fortnight hefore we go at Whit- 
suntide. You will make eight thousand blunders in 
your planting ; and who canhelp it ? for I cannot bc 
with you. My horses eat hay, and I hold my Visi- 
tation on January J x just in the midst of Christmas- 
Mrs. Brent is angry, and swears as much as a fanatick 
can do, that she will subscribe sixpence to your bo$t« 

Well, I sball be a.cpuntryman when you are no]t ; 

are now at Mr. Fad'st, with Dan and Sam ; and 
I steai out while they are at caïds, like a lover writing 
to bis mistress. — We have no news in our tow.n. The 
ladies have left us to day, and I promised thém that 
you would carry your club to Arsellagh, when you are 
t^eary of one another* »You express your happines» 
wirh grief in one hand, and sorroW in the other. 
•What fowl have you but the weep? what hairs, but 
Mrs. Macfaden's gray hairs ? what pea se but your 
own ? Your mutton and your wether are borh very 
bad, and so is your wedder miitton, Wild fowl 19 

• The word çuinea is struck through with a pcn in thf 
«o;>y. F. 
t faiîcn. F. 
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what we like.--How will this lettèr get to 70a ?— 
A fortnight good from this morning, you will find 
Quilca not the thing it was last August ; nobody to 
relish thelake; nobody to ride over thedowns; no 
trout to be caught ; no dining ovcr a well ; no night 
heroicks, no morning epicks ; no stoleo hour when 
the wife is gone ; no créature to call y ou naines, Poôr 
misérable master Sheridan! No blind harpers! no 
journies tb Rantavan ! — Answer ail this, and be my 
magnus Apolle* We have new plays and new libels, 
and nothing valuable is old but Stella, whose boncs 
she recommends to y ou. Dan desires to know whe- 
ther you saw the advertisement ôf your being robbed 
— and so I conclude, 

Yours* &c. TV 



TÔ MR. GAY. 

Dublin, Jan. 8, 1722-3. 

COMING home after a short Christmas ramble, I 
fbi»nd a letter upon my table, and little expected when 
I opened it to read your name at the bottom. The 
best and greatest part of my life, until thèse last eight 
years, I spent in England ; there I made my friend- 
ships, and there I left my desires. I am condemned 
for ever to another country ; what is in prudence to be 
done ? I think, to be ob lit us que meorum, obli*vucendut 
£sf Mis. What can be the design of your letter but 
malice, to wake me out of a scurvy sleep, which how- 
ever is better than none ? I am toward nine years 
older since I left you, yet that is the leâst of my alté- 
rations; my business, my diversions, my conversa- 
tions, are ail entirely changed for the worse, and so are 
my studies and my amusements in writing ; yet, after 
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aH, this. hnmdnim way ôf lïfe raight be passable 
ewough, if you woukl let me adone, I shali not be 
10 reKsh my wine, parsons* my horses, nor 
•tny garden for three months, until the spirit you have 
fahed shali bc dispossessed. I have sometimes wons, 
dered tha* I have not visked you, but I have been 
«tfpped by- too marvy reasons, beside years and la&iness, 
and yet thèse are very good ones» Upo» my return 
after half a year among you, there woxild be «ta me 
dftrdtrid wc fmdor nec-moditu I was three years 
* wconciling myself to the scène, and the business,, ta 
whkh fortune had condemned me, and stupidity was 
what I had recourse to. Besides, what. a figure should 
I make in London, whrle my friends are < in poverty, 
exile, distress, or imprisonment, and my enemies with 
*eds of iron ? Yet 1 often threatened myself with the 
jcmrney, and am every summer practising to get 
Irealth ta bear it : the only inconvenience is, that I 
grow oid in the experiment. < Ahhough I care not to 
talk to you as a divine, yet I hope you hare not been 
aotfeorof your colick : do you drink bad wine, or keep 
bad company \ Art you not as many y cars older as 1 ? 
Jf will not be always et tibi quos mihi detmpserit appé* 
*w*t *nnet* I am heartily sorry you have any dealings 
with that ugly distemper, and I believe our friend 
Arbuthnot will recommend you to tempérance and 
exercise» I wish they could have as good an efFect 
*f>on the giddiness I am subject to, and which this 
moment I amnot free from. I should have been glad 
if you had lengthened your letter by telling me the 
présent condition of many of my, oid acquaintance, 
Congreve, Arbuthnot, Lewis, &c. but you mention 
©nry Mr. Pope, who I believe is lazy, orelse he might 
bave added three lines of his own. I am extremely 
glad he is sot in your case of needing great men's fa- 
tour, and could heartily wish that you were in his. * I 
have. been considering whypoets have such ill success 
in making their court, sûice they aie aUovycd to be the 
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greatest «ml bestof ail fiattercrsi thedcftct is thtt 
they flatter only in print or in writing, but not by 
word of mouth : rficy will give things tinder thcir band 
which they make a conscience of speaking. Besides, 
•they are too libertine to haunt antkhambers, too poox 
to bribc porter» and footmen, and too proud to cringe 
to secondhand favourites in a çreat family. Tell me, 
are y ou not under original stn by the dedication of 
your ecbgue* to lord Boljngbroke ? I a m ah ill jùdge 
at this distance; and besides, am, for roy ça se, utterly 
ignorant of the commonest things that pas* in the 
world ; bot if ail courts hare a sameness m them (a* 
the panons phrase it) things raay be aa they were in my 
time *, when ail eraployments went to parliament- 
men's {pends, who had becn uscful in élections» and 
there was always a huge lis* of names in arrears at the 
treasury, which would at least take up your seven years 
expédient to discharge even one half. I am of opinion, 
if y ou will not be offènded, that the surest course 
would be to get your friend wl^o iodçed in your house, 
to recommend you to the next chief governor who 
cornes over herey for a good civil employaient* or to 
- «be one of his secretaries, which your parliamentmcn 
•are fond enough of, when there is no roomat home. 
The wine is good and reasonable ; you may dîne twice 
-a week at the dcanerjr house; there is a set of Com- 
pany in this town sufhcient for one man; folks will ad- 
mire you, because they have read you, and read of you; 
and a good employaient will make you live tolerably 
in London, or sumptuously here; or if you dlvide be- 
.tween boçh places, it will be for your health. 

I wish I could do more than say I love ypu. I leit 
you in a good way botb for the late court, and the suc- 
cès sors; and by the force of too much honesty or too 
little sublunary wisdom* you fell between two stooli. 

* At what period of time, in the English history, was not 
this the cate, and ttfe true statt of things ) Dr. >Vjv*t<w. 
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Take cart of yoov beahh and monéy ; be les* raddest 
and more active; or chc tum parson imd get a bi- 
shoprick here: would to God they would send us as 
good onea from your side ! I am cver, ^* 

FROM MR. POPE. 

Jan. 12, 1722- V 

I FIND a rebuke in a letter of yours that both stinga 
and pleascs me extremely. Your saying. that louent 
to bave writ a postscript to my friend Gay's, makes 
me not content to writc less than a whole letter; and 
your seemifig f take his kindly , gives me hopes y ou 
will look upon rhis as a sincère efiect of friendship. 
Indeed as I cannot but own the laziness with which 
you tax me, and with which I may equaily charge y ou, 
for both of us have had (and onc of us has both had and 
given*) a surfek of writing; so 1 rcaliy thought you 
would know yourseif to be so certainly entitled to my 
friendship, that it was a possession you could not inuu 
gine atood in neèd of any farther deeds or writings to 
assure you of it, 

Whatever you seem to think of your withdrawn * 
and separate state at this distance, and in tjiis absence, 
dean Swift lives still in Englaîid, in every place and 
Company Avhere he would choose to live, and I find- 
him in ail the conversations I keep, and in ail the 
hearts in which I désire any share. 

We have ne ver met thèse many years without men- 
tion of you, Beside my old acquaintance, I have found 
that ail my friends of a later (Jàte* are such as were 
yours before; lord Oxford, lord Harcourt, • and lord 
Harley, may look upon me as one entailed upon them 
by you : lord Bolingbroke is now retumed (as I hope) 

* Àlluding t9 hj* 1 rge work cm Homçr. Waubuiuok* 
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to take ne with ail bis othcr heredkary rïghts; amf f 
iodeed, he sceau grown to much a philosopher* as ta 
set his hcart opoo sorae of them as iittle, as apon the 
poet you gave hina. It is sqrely my ili fate, that ail 
thosè I most lovcd, and with whom l raost lived, mus* 
be baniihed. After beth of you left Engîand, my 
constant host was the bishop of Rochester*. Sure 
this is a nation that is cursedly afraid of t being overrun 
with too much politeness, and cannot retain one great 
genius bur^ at the expense of another+. I tremble for 
my lord Peterhorow, whom I now lodge with ; ht lias 
too much wit, a* well as courage* to raake a solid gê- 
nerai t : and if he escapct being banished by others, i 
fear he will banish htmself. This leads me to give 
you some accouut of the manner of my Itfe and con- 
versation, which has been infinkely more varioos and 
djssipated* than when y ou kncw me and cared for me ; 
apd among ail sexes, parties, and professions. A glut 
of study and reti rement in the first part of my life, 
cast me into this ; and this, I begin to sec, will throw 
me again into 6tudy and retiremeat. 

. The civilnies I have met with from opposite sets of 
people, have hindered me from being violent orsour to 
any party ; but at the same time the observations and 
expériences I cannot but have coliected, have made me 

* l5r. Atterbury. Warburton. 

+ The bishop-of Rochester thought this to be indeed the 
case ; and that the price agreed on for lord Bolingbroke's retura, 
was his bantshment; an imagination which so strongly pos- 
«essed hira when he went abroaa, that ail the expostulations 
•f his friends could not convince hioi «t the tolly ot it. 

Warbortom» 

J This Mr. Walsh scriously thought tobs the ca*e, where, 
în a letter to Mr. Pope, Sept. 9, 1716, he says: " When \ve 
were in the North, my lord Wharton showed me a letter he 
h*d received from a certain great gênerai in S pain (lord Peter- 
borow) 1 told hiin 1 woAld by ail means have that gênerai re- 
càlled, and set te writing here at home, for it was im'p?-sioie ' 
that a man with so muca wit as he anowed, could be lit t« 
cemmand an arniy, or 4o auyother buwae^. Waxbuktoit. 
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kss fond.of, and less surprised at, any : I am therefbre 
the more afflicted, and the more angry, atthe violences 
and Jiardshipi I 6ee practised by eithex. The raerry. 
rein you knew me in, is sunk into a turn of reflection, 
that has màde the world pretty indiffèrent to me ; and 
yet I have acquired a quietness of mind, which by fit» 
improves into a certain degree of cheerfulnees, enough 
to make me just so good humoured as to wish that 
worid well. My fnendships are increased by new 
ones, yet no part of the warmth I felt for the old il 
diminished. Aversions I have none, but to knaves, 
(for fools I have learned to bear with) and such I can- 
not be commonly civil to; for I think those meh are 
next to knaves who converse with them. The greatest 
man in power of this sort shall hardly make me bow 
to him, unless I had a personal obligation, and that I 
will take care not to have. The top pleasure of my 
life is one I learned from you, both how to gain, and 
how to use the freedom of friendship, with men much 
my supérieurs. To have pleased great men, according 
to Horace, is a praise ; but not to have flattered them, 
and yet not have displeased them, is a greater. I have 
carefully avoided ail intercourse with poets and scrib- 
blers, unless where by great chance I hâve found a mo. 
dest one. By thèse means I have had ho quarrels with 
any personally; none have been enemies, but who 
were also strangers to me ; and as there is no great 
need for an éclaircissement with such, whatever they 
writ or said I never retaliated, not only never seeming 
to knôw, but often really never knowing, any thing 
of the matter. There are very few things that give 
nie the anxiety of a wish ; the strongest I have would 
be to pass my days with you, and a iew such as you : 
but fate has dispersed them ail about the world; and I 
find to wish it is as vain, as to wish to see the millen- 
ftium and the kingdom of the just upon earth. 

If I have sinned in my long silence, consider there 
is one to whora you yourself have been as great a sirw 

vou xyi. 8i 
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lier. As sooii as you seè his hand, ybti witt Seârn td 
do me justice, and fecl in ycnr hcart how long a raan 
may be silent to thosc he trdy loves ahd respects. 



TO THE DUKE OP G&AFTON. 
MT lùiid, Dublin Jan. 24, 1722-3. 

I RECÉIVÈD lately from the deari of Downe a fa- 
1 ourablc message frorri your grâce, relafing fo a clergy, 
man, *who married my'near relation, and whose estaté 
h much ehcumbéred by a long suit at law. I return 
my most humble acknowledgments for yourgrace's fa, 
vourable answer. I can assuré your grâce, that in those 
rîmes, when I was thoùght to have some crédit with' 
persons in^ôwer, I neverused* it to m'y own interest, 
ând very rarèly for thatôf others, unless whére it was 
fbr thé publick advantage ; neHhér shàll I ever be a 
troubiesomfc or common petitionér io ybùf grâce, f 
am sorry the archbishop of Dublin * shouîd interpose 
în petty matters, whèn hè has justlv so much weight 
îh things of greater moment. How shalj we, the 
humbles t of your addressers, maté our way to' the 
smallest mark of your favour ? I desîred your sécretary^ 
Mr. Hopkins, (whom 1 have long known) to deaf 
fîainly with me, as with i man forgotten, and but of 
the world, and if he th'ought my request unreason-," 
àble, I would drop ît. This hé failed.to do: an<J 
therefore I hère complain ôf hi t m to your grâce, and 
will do so to himself, because I bave long dorie with' 
court answer's. v r 

1 heartily wish your grâce full suçcess în aft your 
great and good endèavôùïs for tnê service of your 
itfumry, and partiçularly of this kingdonii and âin â 

1 • Dr. WiHkim Kî&fc. ^a. 
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«rith the gfeatest respect, my lord> your grâce'» raost 
obedient, and most humble servant, 

JON. SWIFT. 



FROM MR. GAY. 

Londovf Fet. 3, 1722-3. 

You màde me happy in answerrng my last letter in 
so kind a manner, whjch, to common appearance, I did 
nôt deserye; but I believe you guessed my thoughts, 
and knew, that I had net fojgot you, arid that I al- 
ways loved you. When I fcund, that my book <was 
not sent to you by Tooke, Jervas undertook it, and 
-gave it to Mr. Maxwell, who married a nièce of Mr. 
Meredith's. I am surprised you have heard nothing 
of it ; but Jervas has promjsed me to write about it, 
'so that I hope you will have it delivered to yorç soon. 
Mr. Congre ve I see often : he always mentions you 
with the strongest expressions of esteem and frièndship, 
lie labours still under the same afflictions, as to his 
sight and gout ; but, in his intervais of health, he has 
*not lôst any thing of his cheerful temper. I passed'all 
the iast season with him at the Bath, and I have great 
reason to value myseîf upon his frièndship; for I am 
sure he sincerêly'wishes me welî. We pleased our- 
selves with the thoughts of seeing you there; but duke 
•Disney, who knows more intelligence than any body 
•besides, chanced to give us a wrong information. If 
you had been fhere, the duke promlsed, upon my giv- 
jng -him notice, to make you a visit. He ofîten talks 
of you, and wishes to see you. 
' 1 was two or three days ago at Dr. Arbuthnot's, 
who told me, he had written you three letters, but had 
received no answer. He charged me to send you his 
advice, whîch is, to Corne to England and see your 
friends. This he afnrms (abs tracted frbm tfce désire he 
2 B 2 . * 
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has te sec y ou) to be vcry good for your hcalth. He 
thinks, that your going to Spa, and drinkingthe waters 
ihere,. would bc of great service to y ou, if y ou have 
resolution enough to take the journey. But he would 
have you try England first. I likcr the prescription very 
much, but I own, I have a self interest in it ; for your 
taking thisjourney would certaînly do me a great deal 
of good. rope has just now embarked himself in ano- 
ther great undertaking as an author ; for, of late, he 
has talked oniy as a gardener. He has engaged to 
translate the Odysscy in three years, I believe rather 
eut of a prospect of gain than inclination ; for I am 
persuadcd he bore his part in the loss of the South- 
•ea. He lires mostly at Twickenham, and amuses 
himself in his house and garden. I supped about a 
fortnight ago with lord Bathurst and Lewis, at Dr. 
Arbuthnot's. Whenever your old acquaintance meet, 
they never fail of expressing their want of you. I 
wish you would corne, and bc convinced, that ail I tell 
youis true. 

As for the reigning amusement of the town, it m 
entirely musick; real Sddles, base-viols, and hautboys; 
not poetical harps, lyres, and reeds. There's nobody 
allowed to say, I sing, but an eunuch, or an Italian 
woman. Every body is grown now as great a judge 
of musick, as tney were, in your time, of poetry ; and 
folks, that could not distinguiah one tune from ano- 
ther, now daily dispute about the différent styles of 
Handel, Bononcini, and Attilio. People have now 
forgot Homer, and Virgil, and Csesar; or, at least, 
they have lost their ranks. For, in London and West- 
minster, in ail polite conversations, Senesino is daily 
voted to be the greatest man that ever lived. , 

I am obliged to you for your advice, as I have beeû 
fbrroeriy for your assistance, in introducing me into 
business* I «hall this year be a commissioner ôf the 
state lottery, which will b« worth to me a hundred 
and fifty pounds. And I am not without hopes, that 
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I hâve fricnds, that will think of some better and 
more certain provision for me, You $ee I talk to yo« 
of myself, as a thing of conséquence to you. I judge 
ty myself ; for to hear of your health and happiness, 
wilf always be oneof my greatest satisfactions. Every 
one that I havç named in the letter, give their service 
to you, I beg you to give mine, Mr. Pope's, and Mu 
Kent's*, to M'r Ford. I am, dear sir, 

Your most faithful and most humble servant, 

J. GAY. 

S. My paper was so thin, th^t I was' forced to 
rnake use of a covcr, I do not require the like ci- ' 
Tility in return. 



TO THE REV. MR. WALLI5. 

«R, Dublin, Feb. 1?, \7M<-3. 

I WOULD havt been at Laraçor and Athboy before 
now, if an ugly depending chaptér business had not 
tied me hère. There is a long cbfficulty, that con- 
cerns the government,the archbishop, thechapter, the 
dean, Dr. Howard, and Robin Grattan, and I know 
not whether it will be determined in a month. AU 
my design is, to do a job for Robert Grattan ; but the 
rest have their différent schemes and politicks, too deep 
and too contemptible for me to trouble myself about 
them. Mean urne, you grow négligent, and the irn- 
provements at Larâcor are forgotten. I beg you will 
stop there for a day or two, and do what is necessary 
now, before the season is too late; and I will corne 
when this affair is over, and bring down wine (which 

* A célébra ted gardener, to whom Pope, speakîng of Esher, 
a seat of the late Mr. Pelham's, pays a most élégant corn- 
fLmenr; 

** Wherc Kent and Nature vie for Pelham's love.'» H. 
2 B 3 
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will not bc ready till then, for it is but just bottlecf) % 
and wc will be merry at your house and my cottage. 

I sent your mémorial, drawn up by myself, with 
my opinion upon ir, and a letter to Dr* Kearney, to 
recommend it to the primate. I likewise desired Mr. 
Morgan to second it. I bave in vain hitherto sought , 
Dr. Kearney, but shall find him sooftj and I intend 
to engage Dr. Worth ahd Mr. Cross, an4 probably ail 

jnay corne to nothing : Sed ou'td tentare fiocebit? 

' The ladics are as usually— Mrs. Jonnson eats an ounce 
a week, which frights me from dining with her. My 
crew has drunk ncar three hogsheads since I Came to 
town, and we must take up with new when I corne 
down. I suppose y ou are m the mîdst of spleen and 
justice. I have often an ill hetd, and am so unfortu* 
naie as to pick out rainv days to ride in. What i» it 
to y ou that Proby tnc painter is dead? 

I am ever your's, 

J. SWIFT, 



TO ARCHBISHOP KING. * * 
Ur Lord, Dtwterj Home, Feb. \7 21-4. 

Mr. CHETWODE* intcnds to deliver in a péti- 
tion to the government to-day, and entreated mè to 
speak to your grâce before hc delivered it, which not 
having an opportunity to do, I make bold to enclose 
this letter, which your grâce may please to rèad ; and 
i* the substance of what he ïlesired me to say. I am, 
With the greatest respect, my lord, 
Your grace's most dutifùl 

And most humble servant, 

JON. SWIFT* 

* TCnightly Chetwode, Esq. who had very good pretensions À 
to an English peerage, for which he prtseiuçd «evcfal hkhw» m 
fi^4s) but to no pwpôse. B« A 
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TO ROBERT COPE, ESQ, 

Dublin, May li,\7 23. 

I PUT up your léttef so very safe, that I waa half an 
hour looking for it. 1 did not receive it tiil a few 
days before I came to town ; for I often changed 
stages, and my last as well as my first was at Wood- 
park with Mr. Ford. This is the first minute of lei- 
sure I have had to answer you, which I did npt intend 
to do, tiil I heafd you wefe come and gone from hence 
Hke a spright. I will tell you that for some years I 
have intended a southern joumey ; and this summer is 
fixed for it, and I hppe to set out in ten days, I never 
was in tjipse parts, nor am acquainted with onç 
'Christian among them, so that I shall be little more 
than a passengèr; from thence I go to the bishop of 
Clonfert *, who expects me, and prétends to be. pre- 
pared for me. You need not take so nruch pains to in- 
vite me to Loughgall. I am grown so peevish, that 
I can bear no other country place in this kingdom ; I 
♦quarrel every where else, and sour the pcople I go to 
as weil as myself. I will put the greatest compliment 
on you that ever I made ; which is, to profess sincerely 
that I never found any thing wrong in your house, 
and that you alone of ail my Iris h acquaintancc have 
found out the secret of loving your lady and children, 
with some reserve of love for your friends, and, which 
is more, without being tçoublesome ; and Mrs. Cope r 
I think, excels eyen you, at least you have made me 
think so, and I beg you will deceive me as long as I 
Kve. The worst of it is, that if you ^row. weary of 
me (arid I wonder why you do not) I have no other 
retreat. The neighbours you mention may be valuable, 
but I never want them~at your house; and I love the 

» Dr. Theophtlus Bolton. N, ' 
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very spleen of you and Mrs. Cope, better than tbe 
mirth of any others y on can belp me to ; it is indeed 
one additîonal good circumstance that Tîsdell will be 
absent. I am sorry to say so of an old acquaintance ; 
I would pity ail, infirmities tbat years bring on, exccpt 
envy and loss of good nature; the loss of the lat- 
ter I cannot pardon in any one but myself. My most 
humble service to Mrs. Cope; and pray God bless 
your fireside! It will spare Dr. Jinny * the trouble of 
a letter, if he knows from youin a few days that I in- 
tend in a week from your receiving this to begin my 
joumey ; for he promised to be my companion. . It is 
probable I may be at Clonfert by thç beginnîng of 
July. — It is abominable that you will get me none of 
rrior's guineas. — If you want news, seek other cor- 
respondents. Mr. Ford is heartily weary of us, for 
want of company. He is a tavern man, and few here 
go to taverne, except such as will not pass with him; 
and, what is worse, as much as he has travelled, he 
cannot ride. He will be undone when I am gone 
away ; yet he does not think it convenient to be in 
London during thèse hopeful times. I have been four 
hours at a commission to hear the passing of accomptç, 
and thought I should not have spirits left to begin 
a letter; but I find myself refreshed with wrîting 
to you. Adieu, and do me the justice to believe 
that no man loves and esteems you more than your'fo 



TO THE SAME. 

June 1, 1723. 

I WROTE to you three weeks ago; perhaps my let- 
ter raiscarried : I desired you would let Dr. Jrnrty 

* A elergymao in the neighbourhoed. F. 
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know that I intended my journey in ten days after my 
letter would reacfa y ou ; and I staid five or six more, 
and do now leave this town on Monday, and tàke * 
long southero journey, and in five or six weeks hope 
fo gct to the blshop of Clonfert's. My letter to you 
was very long> .and full of civilities to you and Mrs, 
Cope, and it is a pity it should be lost. I go where I 
was never before, without one companion, and among 
people where I know no créature ; and ail this to get a 
iittle exercise, for enring an ill head. Pray reproach 
Dt. Jinny soundly, if you received my letter, and sent 
my message ; for I know not where to direct ;to him, 
but thought you might hear of him once a week. 
Your friend Ford keeps still in Ireland, and passes the 
summer at his country house with two sober ladies of 
his and my acquaintance If there be time after mf 
being at Çlorifert, I will calï at Loughgall; though I 
wish you would corne to the bishop's, if Mrs. Copê 
will give you leave* It seems they are resolved to 
find out plots here when the parliament meets, in imi- 
tation of England ; and the chief justice and postmaster 
are gone on pufpose to bring thero over, and they will 
raise fifty thousand pounds on the papists here. ' The 
bishopof Meath* says, " The bishop of Rochester. 
was always a silly feilow," 



The graziers wil| be ruined this year. Praised be 
God for ail things ! Bermudas + goes low. The walk 

* Dr. John Evans ; whose urbanity may be estimated from 
his conduct to Dr. Swift in 172 1. N. 

t Alluding to Dr. Berkeley' s project of founding a univer- 
sity at Bermudas. This excellent divine, by Dr. Swift 's re- 
commeixtatîon, went to Sicily with lord Peterborow, as secre. 
tary and chaplain.— -His letters to Mr. Pope from Leghorn 
andNaples (sce that Poct's Works) make us regret that there 
are only three of them One letter to him from Mr. Pope is 
in Mr. Duncombe's collection. — During Pr. Berkeley f & ab- 
sence, Trinity Collège, Dublin, of which he was then orfe 
of thc senior fcllows, created him, in 1717, P. D. by diplo- 




meetings with Tisdell. 
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toward the bishop of Clonfertjs is iuJl of grass. The 
collège and I are fàlJen'out abo« a guinea. We 
have some hangings, but fcw weddings. The next 
packet will bring as word of the king and bishop 4>f 
Rochcster's # leaving England; a eood journey and 
•peedy retum to one, and the other, îs an honest 
whig wish. And so I remain, ever encirely yours, 



FROM LORD BOL1NGBROKE t. 

I AM not so lazy as Pope, and îhereforc you mus.t not 
expect frora me the saune indulgence to laziness; in 

jna. He rçturncd to Ireland in 17 18, and in 1721 was ad- 
vanced to the deariery of Derry ; where he was no soonet settled 
than he formed the benevolent plan whkh he publisjîed, in 
1725, ùnder the title of t 44 A Proposai for thebetter suppiyiog 
of Churches in our Foreign Plantations, and for converties 
the Savage Americans to Christianity, by a Collège to be 
erected in the Summer Tslands, oiherwjse called thé ïsles of 
Bermuda." Havîng obtained a royal charter, dean Berkeley 
set sali for Rbode Island in September 1 728. But, notnndinfc 
himself supported in this laudable design, by thosjt who aloae 
couid render it çâèctuaU. he returned to Engiand in 1731 ; 
and, in a sârmon preached at'Bbw church, Teb. ^731-2, 
before the Society for'propagating the Gospel, $ave a fuïl ac- 
«ount of hii pions labqurs. He was prorrçoted to the bishap- 
rick of Cloyne, March 5, 1733 ; in which high station he 
jsteadily persevered in his truly patriotick endeàvours tobe- 
nefit the community, as appearsby some valuablé tracts in 
.the volume of his miscelianies, J75*» The earl of Chester- 
-6cld, when lord lieutènant of Ireland, oflfcred him a richer 
see ; which he with great modesty decUneçl. He died at Ox- 
ford, in the 7Jd yearof his âge, Jan. 17535 having settlod 
there a fcw months before, to superintead , the éducation of 
ht* son- N. 

* Dr. Atterbury embarked at Dover,. June 18, 1723. See 
the CpistoUry Correspondencc of tfratlsarned Frelate, vol. lt f 
p, 274. N. 

+ This letter was printed at the end of thé quarto édition 
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cfèfendtng his own cause Re pleakfe yours, and he* 
cpmes your advbcate while he appeais to you as his 
judge: You will do the same on yoor part ; ar,d I, 
and thé rest of yoor common friends, sfaall have great 
justice to expect from two sudh» rightçous tribunals s 
You resemble pcrfectly the two alehouse-keépers in 
J-falland, who, were at the same tiraé burgomasters of 
the town, and taxed one another's bills alterna tely. I 
déclare befprehand I will not stand to the award ; 
title to your f riendship is good, aqd wants neither deeds 
nor writings to confirm it ; but annual acknpwlèdgments 
at least are necessary to préserve it : and 1 begin to 
sospéct, by your defrauding me of them, that you 
hope in time to dispute it, and to urge prescription, 
agaînst me. I would not say one word to you about 
rayself (since it is a subject on which you appear to 
have no curiosity) were it not to try how far the con- 
trast between Pope's fprtune and mannèr of Hfe, and 
mine, may be carcied, 

I have been, tben, infinitely more uniform, and 
less dissipated, than when yoa knew me and cared 
for me. That love which I used to.scatter with sôme 
profusion àmong the femalé kindj has been tfiese 
many years devoted to one objeen - A great màny 
tnisrortunes (for so they arecalleci, thoogh sometimes 
very improperly ) and* a retiremeat < from the world, 
have made that just and nice discrimination bétweeh 
isy acquaintance and my friemcU, . which we have sel- 
dom sagacity enough to make for ourselves : those in. 
sects of various hues, which used to hum and buz 
about me whiie I stbod in the' sûhskirîè, have disant, 
îpeared since I lived in tbë shadè. No man cpmes tb 
a hermirage but for the saké of the hVrmif ; a fèw phn. 
losopihicai friends corne often to mine., and they . are 

very fëuhily (as for instance, Arabiam for Ziit'ans, Egyptian 
Scres for seert, &c ) ©ccasioned by its beingtaken from Curll't 
Volen copy oniy: the original havink been *incc ret.ovejed 
among Dr. Swift* s papers, his ju>w <aiïréctly piintcd. k K ' 
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$uch as yoa would bc glad to live with, if a dull clî- 
mate and doller company have not alteredyoucxtremely 
fronrwhat y ou wcre ninc years ago. 

The hoarse voice of party was never heard in this 
quiet place ; gazettes and pamphlets are banished front 
it, and if the lucubrations of Isaac BickerstafF be 
admitted, this distinction is owing to some strokes, 
by which it is judged that this illustrîous philosopher, 
had (like the Indian Fohu, the Grecian Pythagoras, 
the Persian Zoroaster, and others his precursors among 
the Zabians, Magians, and the Egyptian seers) both 
his outward and lus inward doctrine, and that he was 
of no side at the bottom* When I am tbere,, I for* 
get I ever was of any party royself ? nay, I am ofteri 
ao happily absorbed by the abstracted reason of 
things, that 1 am ready to imagine there nevcr was 
any such monster as party. Aias, I am soon awaken. 
ed from that pkasing dream by the Greek and Ro- 
man historians, by Guicciardin, by Machiavel, and 
Thuamts ; for I hâve vowed to read no history of our 
own country, till that body of it which y ou promise 
to finish, appears. 

I am under no appréhensions that a glut of* study 
and retirement should cast me back into the hurry of 
the world; on the çontrary, the single regret wmch I 
ever feel, is, that I seU ao late into this course of life ; 
my philosophy growa conûrmed by habit, and if yod 
*spâ 1 meet again, J will extort this approbation from 
VQU. Jam non cousilio bonui> sed mort eo perductus, 
ut non tantum reçu jfacere fois'im, ud nui recte facert 
won pcssim. The hftle incivilities I have met with 
from opposite sets of people, 'have beeri so far from 
rendering me copient or sour to any, that I think my- 
aelf obhged to them ail: some have cured me of my 
fears, by showing me how impotent the malice of 
the world is ; others have cured me of my hopes, 
by showing how- precarious popular friendships are; 
ail have cured me t>f surprise. In driving me out of 
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j^arty* they have driren me ont of çursed campaiiy ) » 
and in *tripping me of titles^ and rank, and ektate* 
and such tnnkets, which every man that willj may 
spare, they have given me that which no man can be 
happy withouti 

Reflection and habit hare rendered thc worfd so 
indiffèrent to me, that I am neither afflicted nor re- 
joiced, angry nor pleased, at what happens in it, any 
farther than personal friendships interest me in the 
aifairs of it, and this principle extends my cares but 
a little way* Perfect tranquillity is the* général tenour 
of my life: gocd digestions, serene wcather^ and 
some other machanick springs, wind me above it non* 
and then, but I never faîl below it ; I am sometimea 
gay, but I am never sad ; I have gained new jfriends, 
and have lost some old ones ; my acquisitions of this 
kind give me a good deal pf pleasure, because they 
have not bccn made lightly. I know no vows so so- 
lemn as those of friendship, and thercfore a pretty 
long noviciatc of acquaintance shouïd methinks pré- 
cède thêm ; my losses of this kind give me but little 
trouble, I contributed nothing to them, and a friend 
1vho breaks with me unjustly, is not worth preserving. 
As soon as I leave this town (which wîll be in a few 
days) I shall fall back itito that cours'- of life, which 
keeps knaves and fools at a great distance from me : 
I have an aversion to them both^ but in the ordinary 
course of life, I think I cari bear the sensible knavej 
better than the fool : Cne mu&v indced> with the for- 
iner, be in some or other of the attitudes» of those 
wooden men whom I have seen before a sword cutler'à 
shop in Germany ; but even in . thèse constrained 
postures, the witty rascal wilLdivert me : and he thaC 
diverts me does me a great deal of good, and lays me 
ùnder an obligation to himj which I am not obliged 
to pay in another coin : the fool obliges ny to bc aU 
most as much upon my guard as the knave, and he 
makes me no amends -, he numbs me like the torpor, 
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or hc teases me Hkc thc fly. This is the pictnre of 
an old friend, and more likc him than that will be 
which you once asked, and which he will send you, 
if you continue still to desirc.it — Adieu, dear Swift, 
with ail thy faults I love thee entirety ; make an eflbrt, 
and love me on with ail mine. 



TO DR. SHERIDAN. 

Clotifert, Ang. 3, 1723* 

I\0, I cannot possibly be with you so soon, there 
are too many rivers, bogs, and mountains between ; 
b'esides, when I leave this, I shall make one or two 
short visits in my way to Dublin, and hope to be irç 
town by the end of this month ; tliough it will be 

a bad time, in the hurry of your lousy p r 1. 

Your dream is wrong, for this bishop is not able ta 
lift a cat upon my shoulders; but if you are for a 
curacy of twenty-five pounds a year, and ride five 
miles every Sunday to preach to six beggars, have at 
you ; and yet this is no ill country, and thebishop has 
made, in four months, twelve miles of ditches from 
his house to the Shannon, if you talk of improving. 
How are you this moment ? Do you love or ha té 
Quilca the most of ail places ? Are you in or out of 
humour with the world, your friends, your wife, and 
your school ? Are the ladies in town. or in the country ? 
If I knew, I would write to them, and Jiow are they 
in heahh ? Quilca (let me seej (you see I can (if I 
pleasc) make parenthèses «& well as others) is abput a. 
hundred miles from Clonfert ; and Iam half weary with 
the four hundred I haye rid, With love, and service, 
and so, adieu. 

Yours, £sV 
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TO MR. POPE. 

Duhl'in, Sept. 20, 1723. 

Returnïng froro a «ummer expédition of four 
months on account of m y heahh, I found a letter from 
you, with an appendix* longer than yours from lord 
Bolingbrôke. I belicve there is" not a more misérable 
malady than an tmwillingness to wrire letters to our 
best friends, arid a man might be philosopher enough 
in finding ont reasons for it. One thing is cl car, that 
it shows a mighty différence betwixt triendship and 
love, for a lover (as I have heard) is always scribbling 
to his mistress. If I could permit myself to believe 
what your civility makes you say, that I am still 
remerobered by my friends in England, I am in the 

right to keep myself hère Non sum qualis eram. 

I left you in a period of life when one year does more 
«exécution than threc at yours, to which if you add the 
dulness of air, and of the people* it will make a terri- 
ble sum. I have no very strong faith in your prétend- 
ers to retirement, you are not of an âge for it, nor have 
gone through either good or bad fortune enough to go 
into a corner, and form conclussions de conttmptu mundi 
& fuga sacult, unless a poet grows weary of toomuch 
applause, as m misters do of too much weighc of busi- 
ness. 

Your happiness is greater than your me rit, in 
choosing your favourites so indifferently among 
either party : this you owe partly to your éduca- 
tion, and partly to your genius employing you 
in an art m which faction has nothing to do, forl 
suppose Virgil and Horace are equally read by whigs 
and tories. You have no more to do with the consti- 
tution of chureh and' state than a Christian at Con- 
stantinople ; and you are so much the wisev and tne 
happier, becanse both parties w}ll approve your poetry, 
as long as you are known to bè of neither. 

c c 2 
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Your notions of friendship are new tojme* ; I believe 
every man is botn with his quantum, and he cannot 
give to one without robbing another. I ycry wcll 
fcnow to whom I would give the first places m my 
friendship, but they are rot in the way : I am con, 
demned to another scène, and therefore I distribate it 
in penny worths to those about me, and who displease 
Oie least; and 6hould do the same to my fêllow pri- 
6oner$, if I weré copdemncd to jail, I can likewise 
toléra te knaves muçh betrer than fools, because their 
knavery does me no hurt in the commerce I have met 
with them, which hewever I own is more dangeroos, 
though not so troublesome, as that of fools. I have 
often endeavoured to establish a friendship among ail 
rnen of genius, and would fain have it done; they are 
fieldom above three or four contcmpora ries, and if they 
would bç united would drive the world before them, 
I think H w^s so among the poets in the time of Au- 
gustus : but envy, and party, and prîde, have hindered 
4t among us. I do not include the subaltcrns, of which 
you are-seldom without a large tribe, Under thé name 
of poets and scribblers, I suppose you mèan the fools 
you are content to see sometimes, when they happen 
to be modest ; which was not fréquent among them 
while Ijwas in the worjd , 

I would describe to you my way of living, if any 
rnethod cpuld be called so in this country. I choose 
my; comparions arrtbng those of least conséquence and 
n ostcompliançe: I read the most trifiing books 1 can 
jind, and whenever I write, it is upon the most trifiing 
isubjects: but riding, walking, and sleeping take up 
cighteen of the twenty-four hours, I procrastinate 
more than I did twcnty years ago, and have seyeral 
things to finish which 1 put ofF to twenty years hence; 
Bac est <v\ta solutomm, Çfff. I send you the complL 
inepts of a friend of yours^ who has passed four mont h* 

* Yet th,«y *re thç C hristian notions» W arbuito* 
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this summër with two grave acquaintance at his coun- 
try house, without ever once going to Dublin, which 
is but eight miles distant ; yet when he returns to' 
London, I will engage you shall find him as deep in 
the court of requests, the, parle, the opéras, and the 
coffee-house, as any man there. 1 am now with him 
for a few days. 

You must remember me wîth great affection to Dr. 

Àrbuthnot, Mr. Congreve, and Gay^ 1 think there 

are no more todem tertios between you and me, except 
Mr. Jervas^ to whose house I address thié, for want of 
knowing where you live : for it was not clear from 
your last whether you lodge with lord Peterborow, or 
he with you ! I ara ever, &ff. 



FROM DR. ARBUTHNOT ». 

DEAR SIR, NûV* .'. . . l?25i 

I HAVE as good a rîght to invade your solitude as - 
lord Bathurst, Gay, or Pope, and you see I make use 
of it. I know you wish us ail at thedevil for robbing 
a moment from your vapours and vertigo. It is no 
matter for that; you shall have a sheet of paper every 
post till you corne to yourself. By a paragraph in 
yours to Mr. Pope, I find you aje in tjie case of the 
man, who held the whole night by a broom brush, and 
found when daylight appeared, he was within two 
inches of the ground. You do not seem to know how 
well you stand with our great folks, I myself have 
been at a gréât man' s table, and have heard, out of the 
niouths of violent Irish whigs, the whole table turnail 
ppon your commendation. If it had not been upon 
the gênerai topick of your good qualities, and the 

food you did, I should have grown jealous of you* 
ây intention in this is not to expostulate, but to do 
* Epdorser 1 , " Rcccived Nov. 17, 1723." N. 
C Ç 3 
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vou good. I know how unhappy a vertigo makes any 
body, that has the misfortune to be troubled with it. 
I raight have been deep in it myself, if I had had a 
rniiid, and I will propose a cure tbr you, that I will 
pawn my réputation upon. I bave of late sent several 
patients in that case to the Spa, to drink there of the 
Geronstere Water, which will not carry from the spot. 
It has succeeded marvelously with them ail. There 
was indeed one, who relapseda little this last su m mer, 
because he would not take my ad vice, and return to 
his course, that had been too short the year before. 
But, because the instances of eminent men are raost 
conspicuous, lord Whitwortb, our plenipotentiary, had 
this disease, (which, by the way, is a little disqualify- 
ing for that employraent) ; he was so bad, that he 
was often forced to catch hold of any thing to keep 
him frein falling. I know he has recovered by. the 
use of that water, to so great a degree, that he can 
ride, walk, or do any thing as formerly. I leave this 
to your considération. Your friends hère wish to see 
you, and none more than myself ; but I really do not 
advise you to such a journey to gratify them or my- 
self; but I am almost confident, it would do you a 
great deal of good. The dragon is just the old man, 
when he is roused. He is a little deaf, But has ail his 
other good and bad qualities just as of old. Lord 
B— — is mvch improved in knowledge, manner, and 
every thing else. The shaver * is an honest friendly 
man as before ; he has a good deal to do to smother his 
Welsh fire, which, you know, he has in a greater de- 
gree than some would imagine. He posts himself a 
good part of the year in some warm house, wins the 
ladies money a t'ombre, and convinces them, that they 
are 'highly obliged to him. Lord and lady Masham, 

• Erasmus Lewis, esq., who in Dr. Swift's imitation of 
Horace, ep vit. b. i, is so called : 

4 * Hùà Lewis is an aruuit shaver." B. 
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Mr. Hill, and Mrs. Hill, often remcmber you with 
affection. 

As for your humble servant, with a great atone in 
his right kidney, and a family of men and women to 
provide for, he is as cheerful as ever. In publick af- 
faira, he haà kept,. as Tacitus says, Médium iter inter 
*vilé strvitium, et abrupt am contumaciam. — He never 
rails at a great man, but to his face ; which, I can as. 
sure you, he has had both the opportunity and license 
to do. He has some few weak friends, and fewer ene- 
naies: if any, he is low enpugh to be radier despised 
than pushed at by them. 

I am faithfully, dear sir, 

Your afièctionate humble servant, 

J< ARBUTHNOT. 



FROM THE DUCHESS OF ORMOND. 

sir, Dec. 9, 17'23. 

I FIND by yours of the f th of November, which I 
did not receive till last night, that you have been so 
good as to remember your poor relation here. But «s 
your three last never came to hand, I think it very 
happy that you have kept your liberty thus long ; for 
I canpoc account foc my not receiving them any othtr 
way, than that they were*topped in the postoffice, and 
interprétée), as most innocent things are, tb mean some- 
thing very distant from the intention of the writer cr 
actor. 

I *m surpris.ed at the account you give me of that 
part of Ireland you have been in ; for the best I expect 
irom that graterul country is to be forgotten by the in- 
habitants. For, to remember with any kindness one 
under the frowns of the court, is not a gift the Irish 
are çndowed with. I am very sorry to hear you have 
got the spleen, wherc a man of your wnse must every 
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day roect with things ridiculoas enough to make you 
laugh ; but I am afraid, the jests are too low to do so. 
Change of air îs the best thing in the world for your 
distemper. And if not to cure yourself, at least, have 
so much goodness for your friends here, as to corne and 
cure us; for itis a distemper we areoverrun with. I 
am sure your company would go a great way toward 
my recovery j for I assure you, nobody haa a greatcr 
value for you than I have, and hope I shall have the 
good foi tune to see you before I die. 

I have no sort of correspondance with the person you 
have not seen, and wondcr at nothing they do, or do 
not do. 

I will let your brother* and mine know, that you 
remembered him in my let ter, He is as good a man 
# gs lives. 

I am afraid you wiil wish yoo had not encouraged 
my scribbling to you, when you find I am still such 
an insipid correspondent ; but with ihat, which I hope 
will make some amends, am with great sincerîty and 
respect, your most faitjiful friend and humble servant» 



FROM LORD BOLINGBROKE+. 

IVEVER letter came more «pportunèly than your 
Jast. The gout had made me a second visit, and se- 
veral persops were congratulating with me on the good 

• In the society qf sixteen, Charles, lord Butler of Weston, 
and cail or Arran, brother to the duke of Qrmond, on whçse 
at tainier he was elected chancellor of the university of Ox- 
ford. B. 

+ This îetter appears to have been written firom France, 
though lord Bolingbroke had come over to England in tjie lat- 
ter end of Jukc this year, in order to plead his pardon, whkb 
had passcd the seUs on the zfctii of May. B. 

% 
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cflfect of the waters, which had determined my former 
illoess tô a distemper so désirable. My toe painedme; 
thèse compliments tired me ; and I would hâve taken 
my fever again to give the goufc to ail the company. 
At that instant your letter was delivered to me, it 
cleared my brow, 'diverted my ill humour, and at least 
made me forget my pain. I told the persons, who 
were sitting round my bed, and who testified some 
surprise at so fudden a change, that this powerful epis- 
tle came from Ireland ; at which, to say the truth, I did 
not observe that their surprise diminished. But the 
dullest fellow amctfig them, who was a priest (for that 
happens to be the case sometimes in this country), told 
the others, that Ireland formerly had been called in su la 
anctorum: that by the acquaintance he had at the 
Irish collège, he made no doubt of her deserving still 
the same appellation : and that they might be sure thç 
three pages were filled with matière d'édification, et 
matière de consolation, which he hoped I would be so 
good as to communicate to them. A leamed rosicru- 
sian of my acquaintance, who is a fool of as much 
Jcnowledge and as much wit as ever I knew in my 
life, smiled at the doctor's simplicity; observed, that 
the efrect was too sudden for a cause so heavy in its 
operatioris; said a great many extravagant things about 
natural and theurgick magick ; and informed us, that 
though the sages, whodealin occult sciences have been 
laughed out of some countries, and driven ont of others, 
yet there are, to his knowledge, many of them in Ire- 
land. I stopped thèse guessers, and others who were 
perhaps ready, by assuring them, that my corre- 
spondent was neither a saint nor a conjurer. They 
*sked me, what he was then ? I answered, that they 
should know it from yourself; and ppening your let- 
ter, I read to them in French the character which you 
draw of yourself. Particular parts of it were approved 
or condemned by every one, as every one's own habits 
jnduced him to judge ; but they ail agreed, that roy 
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correspondent stood in need of more sleep, more vi& 
tuais, less aie» and better company. I defended you 
the best I could ; and, bad as the cause wasj I found 
means to have the last word, which in disputes you 
know is the capital point. The truth is, hoWever, 
that I convinced no body> not even the weakest of 
the company, that is, myself. 

I flatter my friendship for you with the h opes, that 
you are really in the case, in which you say, that our 
friend Pope seems to be ; and that you do not know 
your own character. Ordid you mean to amuse your. 
self, like that famous painter, who, instead of copying 
nature, tried in one of his designs, how far it was pos- 
sible to départ from his original ? Whateveryour ihten- 
tion was, 1 will not be brought in among those friehds, 
whose misfortunes have given you an habituai sour- 
ness. I déclare to you once for ail, that I am not un- 
happy, and that I never shall be so, unless I sink 
under some physical evil. Retrench therefore the 
proportion of peevishness which you set to my accoont. 
You might for several other reasons retrench the pro- 
portions, which you set t.) the açcount of others, and 
so leave yourself without peevishness* or without ex- 
cuse. I lament, and have alway s lamented, your being 
placed in Ireland ; but you are worse than peevish, 
you are unjust, when you say, that it was either not in 
the power or will of a ministry to place you in Eng- 
land. Write minister, friend Jonathan, and scrape out 
the words, either, power, or ; after which the passage 
will run as well, and be conformante to the truth of 
things. I know but one man * who had power at that- 
time, and that wretched man had neither the will ndr 
the skill to make a good use of it. We talk of cha- 
racters ; match me that, if you can, among ail the 
odd phenomena which have appeared in the moral 
world» I have not a Taeitus by me; but I believej 

* Lord Oxford. N. 
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that I remember your quotation, and as a mark that I 
hit right, I mâkff no comment upon it. As y ou de- 
scribe your publick spirit, it seems to me to be a dis, 
ease, as well as your peevishness, Your proposais for 
reforming the state are admirable ; and your schemes 
concise. With respect to your humble servant, you 
judge better than you did in a letter I received from 
you about four years ago. You seemed at that time 
hot so afraid of the nightingale's falling into the ser- 

rnt's mouth, This reflection made me recollect, that 
writ you at that time a long epistle in mètre. After 
rummaging among my papers, I found it, and send it 
with roy letter : it will serve to entertain you the first 
fast-day. I dépend on the fidelity of your friendship, 
that it shail fall under no eye but your own. Adieu. 

I read in English (for she understands it) to a cer- 
tain lady, the passage of your letter, which relates to 
her. The Latin I most generously concealed. She 
desires you ro receive the compliments of one, who is 
so far from being equal to fifty others of her sex, that 
she never found herself equal to any one of them. Shç . 
says, that she has neither youth nor beauty, but that 
she hopes on the long and intimate acquaintance she 
has had with you, when you meet, if that ever hap- 
pens, to cast such a mist before your eyes, that you 
shall not perceiv© tjie want of either of them. 
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